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National Ag Day is March 24

What Is Ag Day?

It’s a day to recognize and
celebrate the abundance pro-
vided by agriculture. Every
year, producers, agricultural
associations, corporations,
universities, government
agencies and countless oth-
ers across America join to-
gether to recognize the con-
tributions of agriculture.

When Is Ag Day?

Ag Day is celebrated on
March 24, 2020. National
Ag Day falls during Nation-
al Ag Week, March 22-28,
2020.

Who Hosts Ag Day?

The Agriculture Council
of America hosts the cam-
paign on a national level.
However, the awareness ef-
forts in communities across
America are as influential -
if not more - than the broad-
scale effort. Again this year,
the Ag Day Planning Guide
has been created to help
communities and organiza-
tions more effectively host
Ag Day events.

What Is Ag
Day All About?
Ag Day is about recog-
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nizing - and celebrating - the
contribution of agriculture
in our everyday lives. The
National Ag Day program
encourages every American
to:

¢ Understand how food
and fiber products are pro-
duced.

* Value the essential role
of agriculture in maintaining
a strong economy.

* Appreciate the role ag-
riculture plays in providing
safe, abundant and afford-
able products.

Why Celebrate
Agriculture?

Agriculture provides al-
most everything we eat, use
and wear on a daily basis.
But too few people truly un-
derstand this contribution.
This is particularly the case
in our schools, where stu-
dents may only be exposed
to agriculture if they enroll
in related vocational train-
ing.

By building awareness,
the Agriculture Council of
America is encouraging
young people to consider ca-
reer opportunities in agricul-

ture.

Each American farmer
feeds more than 165 peo-
ple ... a dramatic increase
from 25 people in the 1960s.
Quite simply, American ag-
riculture is doing more - and
doing it better. As the world
population soars, there is an
even greater demand for the
food and fiber produced in
the United States.

What Can I Do to Help?

Put simply, get involved!
Your participation in Ag
Day is critical in helping us
spread this positive message
about agriculture. If you are
interested in planning an
event, download your Plan-
ning Guide today. Of course,
there are other ways you can
lend your support, includ-
ing sending a letter to your
local newspaper, calling
your Congressional repre-
sentatives or simply sharing
information about agricul-
ture with youngsters in your
community.

RIPI_EY COUNTY CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE

Located in the Ripley County Welcome Center
on U.S. 50, Versailles

ripleycc@ripleycountychamber.org
www.ripleycountychamber.org

Phone: 812-689-6654
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State Senator Leising meets with Indiana Corn Growers Association
State Senator Jean Leising (R-Oldenburg, center) meets with members of the Indiana Corn
Growers Association at the Statehouse. The Indiana Corn Growers Association represents
Indiana corn farmers and advocates on their behalf at the local, state and federal level. The
group discussed current agricultural trends and agricultural policies being considered by the
General Assembly this session. Pictured from left: Alan Kemper, Roger Bommer, Leising,
Mike Kohlsdorf and Julie Bommer.
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Tips to successfully
grow tomatoes

Slicing into the first to-
mato of the season is a much
anticipated moment for gar-
deners. Tomatoes are among
the most popular fruit or veg-
etable plants grown in home
gardens. Much of that popu-
larity may be credited to the
fact that red, ripe tomatoes
have a delicious, juicy flavor
that serves as the basis for all
sorts of recipes. And since
tomatoes can just as easily
be grown in a full backyard
garden or in a container on
a patio or balcony, tomatoes
appeal to gardeners regard-
less of their living situations.

While tomatoes are rela-
tively easy to grow, they are
prone to certain problems
and pests. Knowledge of
what to expect when plant-
ing tomatoes and how to
start off on the right footing
can help produce a season’s
worth of delicious bounty.

* Wait until after the last
average frost date. Tomatoes
can be grown from seeds
outdoors in warm areas, but
tomato gardeners often find
success starting seeds in-
doors six to eight weeks be-
fore the last frost date. Grad-
ually introduce seedlings to
the elements for a few hours
each day, increasing the du-
ration of time outside. Then
they can be transplanted out-
doors when temperatures are
consistently over 60 F.

* Choose a sunny spot.
Tomatoes love to soak up
sunlight, according to The
Home Depot. Place the
plants in a sunny spot so they
can thrive.

* Space out plants. The
experts at Better Homes and

Gardens say to leave any-
where from 24 to 48 inches
between plants to accommo-
date for growth and ensure
the plants will not get stunt-
ed.

e Plant deeply. Toma-
toes tend to root along their
stems. If transplants are long
and lean, dig a trench and lay
the stem sideways in the dirt,
and then bend the top of the
plant upward. Snip off the
lower branches and cover
with soil up to the first set of
leaves. This will produce ex-
tra root growth and stronger,
more vital plants.

* Give the plants support.
Tomato cages or stakes can
help keep the leaves and fruit
from touching the ground,
which can cause rot and,
eventually, death to the to-
mato plant.

e Lay down a layer of
mulch. Tomatoes grow best
when the soil is consistently
moist. Mulch can help retain
moisture from watering and
rain. Mulch also will help
prevent soil and soilborne
diseases from splashing on
the leaves and plants when it
rains. While you amend the
soil, make sure that it drains
well and is slightly acidic.

* Prune away suckers. To-
matoes produce ‘“‘suckers,’
which are leaves that shoot
out from the main stem.
Removing these leaves pro-
motes air circulation and
keeps the plant’s energy fo-
cused on growing fruit.

Tomatoes are a rich ad-
dition to any garden. A few
simple tricks can help even
novice gardeners grow deli-
cious tomatoes.
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Greg Pence announces formation of Sixth
District Agriculture Advisory Board

U.S. Congressman Greg Pence (IN-
06) announced the formation of the
Sixth District Agriculture Advisory
Board and hosted its first meeting in
Columbus, IN. The board is comprised
of agriculture leaders and innovators
from across the district.

Each member on the board serves on
a volunteer basis and provides relevant
counsel to the Congressman on all mat-
ters relating to agriculture, including
active legislation in the U.S. House of
Representatives.

“The Hoosier state ranks fifth in the
nation for corn and soybean production
- consistently ranking in every category

of commodity and livestock production.
I have called the Sixth District home
my whole life, and I am fully commit-
ted to spearheading agriculture issues
in Congress on behalf of the hard-
working farmers that put food on our
shelves every day,” said Congressman
Pence. “I thank each and every member
of the Sixth District Agriculture Advi-
sory Board for committing to serve and
I look forward to working together to
promote the agricultural industry.”
Congressman Pence introduced the
H.R. 2460, Modernizing Agriculture
Transportation Act which would create
a working group to study the impact of

Electronic Logging Device (ELD) and
create changes for Hours of Service
(HOS) rules.

Pence also authored legislation to
increase funding for rural broadband
programs at the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, which passed the House
overwhelmingly with bipartisan sup-
port in June.

In December, Congressman Pence
secured over $642 million to fund ad-
ditional rural broadband programs, in-
cluding $555 million for the ReConnect
pilot program designed to provide cer-
tain flexibilities to unserved and under-
served areas.
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Gabbard Feed
Gabbard

TRUCKING & EXCAVATING

GabbardFeed.com
gabbardinc@fuse.net
Scott Gabbard
1084 Carolina Trace Rd.
West Harrison, IN 47060
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KALMEACH FEED

« 30 Years of Joystick Steering Control
or Twin Lever Steering Options

('812.873.7408
4190 S Co Rd 350 W, North ‘Jernnn

South on Hwy 3. Turn right on Lovett Rd.
4th road on the right. 1/2 mile on the right.
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SAVE UP TO $500

during the

Clipper Days Sales Event
March 25" - April 4™

Make your next mower a Country Clipper

PPER

OUNTRY

ZERO TURN MOWER

MEET CHANCEY

Crop and Farm Insurance Agent

Why Rely on Friendship for
Crop and Farm Insurance?

» Stand-Up Deck (standard on all models)
» ContourDTS™ (Deck Tracking System)
* Much More!

Farmer and crop insurance agent

Chancey May
miﬁymu;ﬁaﬁt:n;ijnih:; 877-667-5101 *Pricing subject to change without notice, “Clipper Days” promotional event discounts valid on the purchase of new Country Clipper Zero Turn
heart, but he also experiences friendshipins.com Mower beginning March 25, 2020 and ending April 4, 2020. Discounts vary by model. Contact your local participating dealer for full details.
the joy of farming first hand.

CALL CHANCEY —— Your Local Dealer:
As a crop insurance specialist mfFﬂﬂ
and a farmer, he understands . A CROP
:_qﬁmgy_gqtnﬂn&ﬂ:awmmd' ' FARM

with m from a
ve.. 4505 Downey Ridge « Rising Sun, IN

812.667.5885
www.cuttersmowerrepair.com
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SEDH BY ANY FEDERAL
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Learning about agriculture

Students in Mrs. Mathes kindergarten class at South Ripley Elementary School enjoyed
learning about different types of animals, planting seeds, farming and tractors on a hands-on
basis. These events were held in February this year.

How farmers are using drones

The farmers of yesteryear
might not be too familiar
with their surroundings if
they were to visit a modern
farm. While the men and
women who made their liv-
ings as farmers decades ago
would no doubt still recog-
nize certain farm features
that have withstood the test
of time, they might not un-
derstand the inner workings
of the modern farm, par-
ticularly in regard to the role
technology now plays within
the agricultural sector.

Technology has changed
agriculture in myriad ways.
The methods farmers employ
to produce food and improve
the efficiency of their opera-
tions has changed as technol-
ogy has evolved. One of the
more noticeable changes
that’s hard to miss on mod-

ern farms is the use of agri-
cultural drones.

Drones have been around
for decades. Sometimes
referred to as “unmanned
aerial vehicles,” or “UAVs,”
drones can be utilized in
ways that can save farmers
money and protect the planet.

* Monitor crops: Accord-
ing to senseFly, the commer-
cial drone subsidiary of Par-
rot Group, drones can help
farmers effectively monitor
their crops. With a drone fly-
ing overhead, farmers can
spot and quickly identify is-
sues affecting their crops be-
fore those issues escalate into
something larger.

e Soil analysis: Another
potential benefit of agricul-
tural drones highlights their
role in analyzing soil. Agri-

cultural drones utilize com-
plex mapping functions to
gather data about the soil, in-
cluding areas where it might
be stressed. That enables
farmers to develop accurate
soil samples that can be used
to guide decisions in regard
to irrigation and fertilization.

¢ Reduce waste: Sense-
Fly notes that data gathered
by drones can help farmers
determine the vigor of their
crops at various stages of
growth. Such information
can prevent overfertilization
and overwatering, thereby
reducing waste and runoff,
benefitting the planet as a re-
sult.

¢ Planning: Drones can be
used to collect data on crop
growth and health at various
times throughout the grow-

Osgood Office

(812) 689-4600
725 S. Buckeye St.

PROTECT YOUR FARM WITH THE
#1 FARM INSURER IN INDIANA.

INDIANA FARM

¥B. BUREAU INSURANCE"

STOP KNOCKING ON WOOD

Jason Comer
ext.3440

Owen Menchhofer

ext.3525
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How does this work?
Kindergarten students learned there’s more to agriculture than meets the eye! They intently
watched as they learned from older students who are in the FFA Club at South Ripley. These
students are in Mrs. Dicken’s class.
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POWER. OUR LIVES DEPEND ON IT.

From essentials like heating, cooling and lights, to daily necessities like
cooking, laundry and the kid's bath-time, our lives run on electricity.
Pratect your hone and family with a Generac automatic standby generator
ard keep life going withowt disruption.
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Purchase a 22kW
total home backup
generator and
transfer switch at the
discounted price of

$5,500 L5y

includes optional equipment

ing season. That can help
farmers develop accurate
predictions regarding harvest
quality and crop yield, mak-
ing it easier for them to plan
ahead.

Agricultural drones are one
of the many examples that il-
lustrate how technology has
changed and will continue
to change the ways modern
farmers conduct business.
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Southeastern Indiana  Friendly Reminders for Spring ...

BAL) Box 196 .
712 South Buckeye 51,
Ogood, IN 47037

BI2-689-4111 -
BOO-F3T-4111

Comntact_ s remd com
WWW. RS TEmE.Com

Storms cause power outages. Don't be caught
in the dark. Install a Total Home Backup
Generator

Look Up! Don't plant trees under poswer lines

= Trenching or digging? Make sure to call 811
efore you dig.

]
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336 N. Buckeye St.
Osgood, IN
812-689-4401
800-221-9131

* Purina Feed
- Seed
* Fertilizer
 Hardware
 Lawn & Garden Products
o Grid Sampling & Mapping
* Energy Plus Station
 GCountryMark Fuels
 Propane for Home

& Farm
Cuuntryh;ark. |:': PURINA
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Live animals makes learning fun!
Children from South Ripley Elementary School learned the ABC’s of Ag Day. They particularly enjoyed the animals in this
photo. The students peering into the llama’s pen are from Mrs. Mathes classroom.
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You have my full attention!
Students from South Ripley Elementary School enjoyed learning about agriculture before school was out due to the corona-
virus. FFA members taught kindergarten students about planting seeds, farming and more. Pictured are students from Mrs.

Downey’s classroom.
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HARDWORKER

Farmers are the backbone of our community and country, We know
the hard work they put in day in and day out to make our community

better! All of us at FCN applaud your hard work and thank you for
reminding us once again why we choose to call this place *home".
We have been honored to serve the Ag Community for over 100 years
FCN Bank Building Stronger Communities.

FCN

fenbank.com

“Get your garden started :
early - Cabbage & Broccoli Plants
ready to plant out! Garden Seeds,
Seed Potatoes, Onion Sets, Sweet
Candy Onions are here now!
Strawberry Starts & Asparagus

Roots Arriving Soon!

Pansies are blooming!

4909 W. CR 550 S.

(From Versailles go south on US 421 South.
Turn right on Co. Rd. 550 S. Go about 3 miles -
located on the left before New Marion Sales.)
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Hours: Monday-Saturday, 7 am - 7 pm
Closed Sundays

(812) 689-6598 . /

BEAR BRANCH
SUPPLY

ADM Alliance Nutrition®

ADM Proven Performance from Innovative Nutrition®

Dairv Nutritionist Available

Custom Blended Feeds Commodity Feed Show Feed
All Stock Feed ADM Minerals Moormans Minerals
Fencing Supplies Farm Gates Bag Fertilizer & Lime
Hay & Pasture Seed Dog & Cat Food Pen Pals Rabbit Feeds
Custom Horse Feeds  Clean Oats

Owners:

Rachel & David Schuler
Chad Higgins 859.512.3554

812-667-5304 K
BearBranchSupply @gmail.com
13637 Aberdeen Road ° Dillsboro, IN

a \\

COX LIVESTOCK
MARKET

Formerly Southeastern Indiana Feeder Auction
Ass'n. SR 421 - Between Versailles & Osgood, IN.

2020 FEEDER CATTLE
SALE FOR FRIDAY,
APRIL 3, 1S CANCELED
DUE TO COVID-19

For information:

Ronnie Cox 812-689-6939 (home)
812-525-1101 (mobile)
Gene Franklin 812-689-6682
Barn (Anytime) 812-689-6912
Fall Sale will be held.

The role of technology
in agriculture

Modern industry is driven by
technology. Advancements in tech-
nology have changed how business
is conducted, with some industries
undergoing dramatic changes since
the dawn of the 21st century.

While agriculture might not be
the first industry people think of
when reflecting on the changing
nature of industry, The National In-
stitute of Food and Agriculture notes
that modern farms are vastly differ-
ent than those from a few decades
ago.

Farmers have long relied on tech-
nology to make their operations as
efficient, productive and profitable
as possible. Precision agriculture,
which refers to technological ad-
vances designed to propel agricul-
ture into the modern, computerized
and information-based world, is
helping the agricultural sector be-
come more profitable and efficient
while also improving safety and
making agriculture more eco-friend-
ly. In addition, the NIFA notes that
the modern agricultural industry
employs technology such as robots,
temperature and moisture sensors,
aerial images, and global positioning
systems.

If it sounds complicated, that's

because it is. For example, modern
sensors can detect soil conditions,
potentially producing hundreds of
readings per second. These sensors
help farmers know the best possible
time to plant seeds so they can reach
their full potential. That improves
both the efficiency of modern farms
as well as their output.

The NIFA also notes that agricul-
tural technology has reduced waste.
For instance, thanks to agricultural
technology, farmers no longer have
to apply water, fertilizers and pesti-
cides uniformly across entire fields.
Technology has shown that farmers
can simply target specific areas or
even treat individual plants differ-
ently. That saves time and allows
farmers to use only minimal quan-
tities of water, fertilizer and pesti-
cides. In addition, according to the
NIFA, employing agricultural tech-
nology in this fashion leads to higher
crop productivity and reduces runoff
of chemicals into rivers and ground-
water, thereby reducing the farm’s
impact on local ecosystems.

Modern farms are technological
marvels where various technologies
are being employed to produce crops
more efficiently and safely than ever
before.
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HOLLAND

INSURANCE AGENCY

Auto ®* Home ° Farm ° Business
Call or visit our website for a quote!
www.hollandinsagency.com

Visit us in
our new location:
1321 S Adams Street
(Hwy 421)
Versailles

(812) 689-6697

The date is yet to be determined.
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METAL SALES

¢ Metal Sales ¢ Vinyl
Fencing & Garage Doors

4 Pole Barns

¢ Garages

STEVE WAGLER

50 W. 650 N, Greensburg
& 812-663-4863 Cell 812-525-6272

Wi fou 19%

HOLMAN’S

Ready MiXx
nd

HOLMAN’S
Septic Tank Sales

48961'S. ©Old Michigan
Holton

812-689-5163

Spring Ol Sale
Now thru March 31¢
To pass big savings to you,
we have purchased quality

Marathon motor oil &
lubricant products.

SAVE BIG during this
BIG SALE!

Stop in or call

Straber

Ol Co.

628 E. Pearl St.

Batesville

812-934-2910

M

MARATHON

800-274-0256 ®




