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5262 E. US 50 • Dillsboro, IN
812-654-3177

Holman’s
Ready Mix

and

Holman’s
Septic Tank Sales

4896 S. Old Michigan
Holton

812-689-5163

B&H Pumping
Service, LLC

6236 S. SR 129
Versailles, IN

(812) 667-6447

National Ag Week: March 21-27, 2021

Agriculture
Celebrating local

Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow

HANOVER
IMPLEMENT INC.

Annual Consignment Auction
Location: Hwy. 56 & 62 Hanover, IN 47243

Saturday, April 17th

Sale Starts at 9:30 a.m.
812-866-2091

Consignments Welcome

Josh Herring
Owner/Operator

Over 20 Years Experience
Licensed in Indiana & Kentucky

812-599-9402
We offer free estimates!

9320 E. 1050 N. • Canaan, IN 47224
www.RidgeRunnerPest.com

Email: ridgerunnerpest@gmail.com
Termites • Bedbugs • Spiders • Roaches • Ants

Mosquitos • Bees • Mice • Other Household Pests
SUPPORTING FUTURE FARMERS IN FFA!

Owen Menchhofer
Premier Agent 
725 S Buckeye St  |  Osgood, 
IN 47037-1331
Office: (812) 689-4600 ext 3525  
Mobile: (812) 756-0160

    An auction has been set 
for this Saturday, March 27, 
after the Sisters of St. Fran-
cis of Oldenburg announced 
Greenacres Foundation will 
acquire the approximately 
250 acres, which is Michaela 
Farm.

     Greenacres Foundation 
and Michaela Farm both 
promote caring for the land 
and all its inhabitants, hav-
ing a similar passion for the 
environment and agricultural 
education.
  It was noted that plans are to 

Auction set for Saturday after 
acquisition of Michaela Farm

Michaela Farm is located at 3127 State Road 229 in Olden-
burg.

continue with a community-
supported agriculture (CSA) 
program and maintain the 
availability of garden-fresh 
produce through the Farm 
Store. The Sisters say they 
are thankful to all who have 
supported Michaela Farm, 
and they welcome Greena-
cres going forward.
    Michaela Farm was found-
ed by The Sisters of St. Fran-
cis Oldenburg in 1854 to 
provide food for the convent. 
The Farm provided upwards 
of 90% of the Covent’s food 
until about 1964. In the 
1990s and early 2000s, the 
Sisters began to restore the 
farm as they built up a grass-
fed “beefalo” herd, which 
was 5/8 beef cow and 3/8 bi-
son. They brought back their 
fruit and vegetable gardens 
as well as a CSA to provide 
to the region.

     Indiana Grown awarded 
five organizations with a 
Food Council Development 
Grant in March. A food 
council is a community-
based coalition created to 
build a stronger food system. 
Much of the work done by 
these regional organizations 
aligns with Indiana Grown’s 
mission and benefits farmers 
and producers statewide.
     “The awards announced 
today will help with the fu-
ture success of food coun-
cils and the work they do for 
their communities,” said Lt. 
Governor Suzanne Crouch. 
“The Indiana Grown pro-
gram has come so far in 
five years and its ability and 
willingness to give back to 
Hoosier communities speaks 
volumes. I cannot wait to see 
the tremendous impact made 
by these food councils.”
     Consumers are becoming 
increasingly aware of their 
local food systems and are 
looking for ways to support 
it. Indiana Grown’s goal in 
awarding these grants is to 
help regional food councils 
develop their infrastructure 
so Indiana farmers and pro-
ducers have a greater market 
for their products, Indiana 
processors can utilize more 

Indiana grown products and 
more consumers learn the 
importance of buying Indi-
ana grown products.
     According to Indiana State 
Department of Agriculture 
Director Bruce Kettler grant 
awardees will demonstrate 
the major goals of Indiana 
Grown.
     “This funding provided by 
Indiana Grown has the abil-
ity to increase market outlets 
for farmers and create new 
opportunities for commu-
nity members to find locally 
grown food,” Kettler said. “I 
am looking forward to work-
ing with each of these coun-
cils to increase food process-
ing, production and supply in 
their areas.”
     Heather Tallman, Indi-
ana Grown Program Direc-
tor, said this grant program 
was made possible due to 
COVID-19 causing the can-
cellation of many annual In-
diana Grown events, which 
allowed for the redistribution 
of the program’s funds.

“Working with communi-
ties to increase access to 
the locally grown food mar-
ket is one of my passions 
and something the Indiana 
Grown program does so 

well,” said Tallman. “I am 
excited to support these 
councils in their regional 
food systems to increase 
their outreach and growth for 
years to come.”
The selected award recipi-

ents are as follows:
 • Food and Growers As-
sociation, Award Amount: 
$14,720, Food Council Lo-
cation: Dearborn, Decatur, 
Franklin, Jackson, Ripley, 
Rush, Shelby and Union 
counties
 • Indy Food Council, Award 
Amount: $25,000, Food 
Council Location: Marion 
Co.
 • Johnson County Food 
Council, Award Amount: 
$10,342, Food Council Lo-
cation: Johnson Co.
 • Northeast Indiana Local 
Food Network, Inc., Award 
Amount: $24,938, Food 
Council Location: Adams, 
Allen, DeKalb, Huntington, 
Kosciusko, LaGrange, No-
ble, Steuben, Wabash, Wells 
and Whitley counties
 • NWI Food Council, Award 
Amount: $25,000, Food 
Council Location: Jasper, 
Lake, LaPorte, Newton, Por-
ter, Pulaski and Starke coun-
ties

Food Councils selected for Indiana Grown Grant
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Family owned and operated for 30 years!
Stop in today to get the best
equipment at the best price!

We repair ALL brands of mowers, trimmers & chains saws!
2914 Clifty Dr. • Madison, IN • 812-273-4262 • www.andersonssales.com

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Find Everything You Need To Make Your Mowing Season A Breeze!

we have purchased Brown’s Farm implement, llc. 
we welcome everyone to come see us in madison!

We sure are 
lucky to be your 

Call us today to 
subscribe 

812-689-6364 
or visit 

www.ripleynews.comRipley Publishing Company
Publishers of:

115 S. Washington St., P.O. Box 158 • Versailles, IN 47042
(812) 689-6364  • www.ripleynews.com

Serving Ripley County Since 1856

Versailles Republican
The

Osgood Journal

Ripley Publishing Company
Publishers of:

115 S. Washington St., P.O. Box 158 • Versailles, IN 47042
(812) 689-6364  • www.ripleynews.com

Serving Ripley County Since 1856

Versailles Republican
The

Osgood Journal

Local 
Newspaper!

Sandi (Bishop) Baker
Real Estate Broker

Professional & Experienced 
Call for all your Real estate needs, 

including Commercial

C 812.528.4974
O 765.647.3330
F 765.547.1101

sandibaker@remax.net
www.sandibaker.com

1201 Main St., Brookville, IN 47012
Each office is independently Owned and Operated

1321 S. Adams St.
Versailles, IN 47042

Phone: 812-689-6697

www.hollandinsagency.com
ashley@hollandinsagency.com

Auto • Home • Farm • Business

Thank you farmers!

2358 South SR 129 • Versailles

812-689-6060
www.HalcombHomeCenter.com

South Ripley FFA, Kindergarten share some Farm Fun
SUBMITTED PHOTOS

South Ripley’s FFA students 
spent an afternoon with kin-
dergarteners from SRES a 
few weeks ago, helping them 
learn the ABCs of Ag. Left, 
Skyler Peterson, Brooklyn 
Parker, Airabella Duffy, 
Grayson Begley pet a tortise. 
Right, Teagon Scott pets a 
horse.

Check out our area 
farmers markets 
for fresh, locally 

produced produce 
and other goods!
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Cutter’s Mower Repair
4505 Downey Ridge Rd
Rising Sun, IN 47040

• Purina Feed
• Seed

• Fertilizer
• Hardware

• Lawn & Garden Products
• Grid Sampling & Mapping

• Energy Plus Station
• CountryMark Fuels
• Propane for Home

& Farm

336 N. Buckeye St.
Osgood, IN

812-689-4401
800-221-9731

(812) 689-5151
www.brownandkressdds.com

823 S. Adams, Versailles, IN 47042

Christopher R. Brown, D.D.S., M.P.S.
       Daniel J. Kress, D.D.S.

Family Dentistry, TMJ & Facial 
Pain Diagnosis & Rehabilitation

Thank you to all of our area 
farmers & agriculture workers!

The Hay Tool Specialists

Pictured: Gyrorake

               A Complete Line of
                 Hay Drying Tools

   A total system
   for hay
   conditioning,
   tedding, and

Mowers                Mower Conditioners    raking that will
   save time, money
   and improve
   hay quality.
   Don't start the
   hay crop season

Tedders      Rakes    without them!

Your KUHN Dealer:
Letts Hardware & Equipment, Inc.
4987 S County Rd 700 S
Greensburg, IN 47240  •  812-591-2221

Invest In Quality!
EMAIL: lettshardware@gmail.com

Your KUHN Dealer
Letts Hardware & Equipment, Inc.
4987 S County Rd 700 S Greensburg, IN 47240
812-591-2221 • EMAIL: lettshardware@gmail.com

A total system for hay 
conditioning, tedding, 
and raking that will 
save time, money and 
improve hay quality. 
Don’t start the hay 
crop season without 
them!
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You are invited by main street 
versailles to:

The 6th Annual Hoppin’ 
on the Square event 

March 27th, 2021 • 9am-10:30am
Main Street Versailles • by GH coffee company

Many activities are looking different this year due to COVID-19, 
we are extending the invitation to all families in our community to 
come get your picture taken with the Easter Bunny. This event will 

be socially distanced and we ask that you and your family wear a 
mask. Main Street Versailles will be passing out goody bags for the 

first 100 children in attendance. 

Bill to address pesticide violations
passes House committee

     A bill authored by State 
Sen. Jean Leising (R-Old-
enburg) that would address 
the enforcement of pesticide 
violations passed the House 
Committee on Agriculture 
and Rural Development 
unanimously this week.
      Under current law, the 
state chemist may impose a 
civil penalty on individuals 
who misuse pesticides based 
off a schedule of civil penal-
ties that the Indiana Pesticide 
Review Board created. 
     Senate Bill 227 would 
replace the schedule of civil 

penalties with a compre-
hensive list of violations 
for which the state chemist 
may impose a civil penalty 
of $250, $500 or $1,000, de-
pending on severity of the 
violation. SB 227 would also 
grant the state chemist the 
ability to adjust a civil pen-
alty by 20% for certain vio-
lations if the person respon-
sible for the violation takes 
mitigating action. Low-level 
violations could only incur 
a fee if a warning has been 
issued to the violator within 
five years of the latest inci-

dent.
      “The misuse of pesticides 
interferes with the work of 
Indiana farmers, who con-
tribute billions of dollars 
to our state economy every 
year,” Leising said. “Farm-
ers’ land needs protection 
from problems that could 
arise from pesticide misuse, 
and SB 227 would grant the 
state chemist the authority 
necessary to maintain fair 
regulatory measures.”
      SB 227 will now be con-
sidered by the full House of 
Representatives.
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R.J.E.
WHOLESALE FERTILIZER

Service You Need
Prices You Expect

• Fertilizer • Chemicals • Plant Foods
• Soil Conditioners • Trace Elements

812-689-1046
888-689-1046

Cell: 812-621-2361
LOCALLY OWNED

Over 30 Years Experience
P.O. Box 611, 720 W. US 50, Versailles, IN

Mark Hartman, Owner

To those who work in acres not 
hours... We Thank You!

Ripley County Chamber
of Commerce

Located in the Ripley County Welcome Center
on U.S. 50, Versailles

ripleycc@ripleycountychamber.org
www.ripleycountychamber.org
Phone: 812-689-6654BELONG. ENGAGE. LEAD. ADVANCEMENT

$5,900
installed

BEAR BRANCH 
SUPPLY

ADM Alliance Nutrition®
Proven Performance from Innovative Nutrition®

Dairy Nutritionist Available
Custom Blended Feeds	 Commodity Feed	 Show Feed
All Stock Feed	 Loose Minerals	 Moormans Minerals
Fencing Supplies	 Farm Gates	 Bag Fertilizer & Lime	
Hay & Pasture Seed	 Dog & Cat Food	 Pen Pals Rabbit Feeds	
Custom Horse Feeds	 Clean Oats	 Protein Tubs

Owners:
Rachel & David Schuler

Chad Higgins
812-667-5304

BearBranchSupply@gmail.com
13637 Aberdeen Road • Dillsboro, IN

Hubbard Feeds Inc.

762 E. Co. Rd. 300 S. Versailles, IN

812.689.6347
www.thorntoncycle.com

812-934-2910

     Farmers markets have 
grown in popularity in recent 
years. Nowadays, consumers 
interested in farmers markets 
can likely find one near their 
homes whether those homes 
are in rural communities, the 
suburbs or bustling cities.
     People who have never 
before shopped farmers mar-
kets may be curious as to 
why many people find them 
so appealing. The following 
are a handful of benefits of 
shopping farmers markets 
that might turn market nov-
ices into full-fledged devo-
tees.
 • Freshness: Many people 

visit farmers markets because 
the fruits and vegetables sold 
at such markets seem to taste 
more fresh than those sold 
at chain grocery stores. Peo-
ple are not mistaken, as the 
produce available at farmers 
markets often comes from 
local farms, meaning there’s 
no long-distance shipping 
necessary. Locally sourced 
foods need not be frozen en 
route to the market, meaning 
foods purchased there tend 
to taste especially fresh.
 • In-season foods: Some 
grocery stores may sell fruits 
and vegetables even when 
those foods are out of sea-

son. Farmers markets only 
sell in-season fruits and veg-
etables. To grow fruits and 
vegetables out-of-season, 
farmers may need to rely on 
chemicals or other unnatural 
methods. No such means are 
necessary when farmers stick 
to growing foods in-season.
 • Environmental benefits: 
According to the Center for 
Urban Education about Sus-
tainable Agriculture, food 
in the United States travels 
an average of 1,500 miles 
to get to consumers’ plates. 
Such journeys burn natural 
resources, pollute the air and 
produce sizable amounts of 
trash that ultimately ends 
up in landfills and/or the 
world’s oceans. Because 
food sold at farmers markets 
is locally sourced, consider-
ably fewer natural resources 
are necessary to transport the 
food from farm to table, and 
the relatively short distances 
the food travels translates to 
less air pollution.

 • Biodiversity: Many farm-
ers market shoppers find 
unique foods not readily 
available at their local gro-
cery stores. This is not only 
a great way to discover new 
and delicious foods, but also 
a way to promote biodiver-
sity.
 • Hormone-free animal 
products: Farmers markets 
do not exclusively sell fruits 
and vegetables. Many farm-
ers markets also are great 
places to find meats, cheeses 
and eggs. Animal products 
sold at farmers markets are 
typically antibiotic- and 
hormone-free, which is both 
more humane to the animals 
and healthier than animal 
products produced with hor-
mones or antibiotics.
     Farmers markets are more 
accessible than ever, and the 
benefits to shopping such 
markets are endless. 

People who have never before shopped farmers markets 
may be curious as to why many people find them so appeal-
ing.  There are several local farmers markets to check out 
this Spring/Summer/Fall in and around Ripley County.

The benefits of shopping farmers markets


