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Spring Home Improvement
lawn • garden • home

2021

$5,900
installed

When spring storms hit,
don't be left in the dark!

Protect your Family!

Cutter’s Mower Repair
4505 Downey Ridge Road

Rising Sun, IN 
812-667-5885

Holman’s
Ready Mix

and
Holman’s Septic

Tank Sales
4896 S. Old Michigan, Holton

812-689-5163

762 E. Co. Rd. 300 S. Versailles, IN

812.689.6347
www.thorntoncycle.com

Josh Herring
Owner/Operator

Over 20 Years Experience
Licensed in Indiana & Kentucky

812-599-9402
We offer free estimates!

9320 E. 1050 N. • Canaan, IN 47224
www.RidgeRunnerPest.com

Email: ridgerunnerpest@gmail.com
Termites • Bedbugs • Spiders • Roaches • Ants

Mosquitos • Bees • Mice • Other Household Pests

1321 S. Adams St.
Versailles, IN 47042

Phone: 812-689-6697

www.hollandinsagency.com
ashley@hollandinsagency.com

Auto • Home • Farm • Business

Providing the coverage 
you need in all seasons

Madison Truss Company
Buy direct from manufacturers! 
Roof trusses for house, barn,
garages & commercial

812-273-5482
www.madisontrussin.com

Outdoor Hidden Fences • Indoor 
Boundaries • Training Products

(812) 756-0586
dogwatchseindiana.com

HIDDEN FENCES
of Southeast Indiana
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 Ideas, Tips 
& Tricks

     Few things can give a 
home exterior that sought 
after wow factor as well as 
a nicely maintained lawn. 
A lush green landscape is 
a great way to show pride 
in home ownership and im-
prove curb appeal.
     As many homeowners 
know, lawns are under con-
stant attack. The elements 
are rarely easy on lawns, and 
watchful eyes must always 
be kept open for other prob-
lems that can plague a lawn, 
including crabgrass.
     Crabgrass can be a for-
midable adversary in the 
summer months. According 
to the Penn State College of 
Agricultural Sciences, crab-
grass begins as seeds. These 
seeds germinate in spring or 
early summer. While crab-
grass dies after the first hard 
frost in fall, crabgrass seeds 
remain dormant in winter, 
and the seeds then grow 
again in the following spring 
when ground temperature 
warms up. Without action to 
prevent crabgrass seeds from 
germinating, homeowners 
will likely end up with patch-

es of crabgrass throughout 
their lawns every summer.
     The home improvement 
retailer Lowes® notes that a 
healthy lawn is the best de-
fense against crabgrass. The 
healthier a lawn is, the hard-
er it is for unwanted grasses 
like crabgrass to thrive. The 
following are a handful of 
strategies that can promote 
a healthy lawn and make it 
more difficult for unsightly 
crabgrass to establish itself 
in the months ahead.
 • Keep grass at a consistent 
length, and don’t cut too low. 
Maintaining a consistent 
length of grass by mowing at 

How to prevent crabgrass

regular intervals can make it 
hard for crabgrass to thrive. 
Crabgrass requires ample 
sunlight to germinate, so 
grass that is not cut too short 
may keep crabgrass from 
growing in. Of course, grass 
should not be allowed to 
grow knee-length, either. By 
raising blades to the mowing 
height appropriate for their 
type of grass, and mowing 
at regular intervals so the 
grass remains at that height 
through the summer, home-
owners can promote healthy 
lawns and make it harder for 
crabgrass to germinate.

     Exterior renovations can 
enhance the appearance of a 
property and make it more 
enjoyable for homeowners. 
Certain renovations have the 
potential to add value to a 
home, while others may do 
the opposite. Learning which 
one have the largest return on 
investment can help home-
owners select features that 
will have the most positive 
impact.
     Curb appeal goes a long 

way toward attracting poten-
tial buyers. According to the 
National Association of Re-
altors, first impressions of a 
property have a strong influ-
ence on buyers. Landscaping 
and external features can do 
much to influence such im-
pressions.
 • Lawn care program: Invest-
ing in a lawn care program 
that consists of fertilizer and 
weed control application and 
can be transferred over to a 

5 outdoor projects that add value

subsequent home owner is an 
attractive feature. NAR says 
such a care program can re-
cover $1,000 in value of the 
$330 average cost, or a 303 
percent ROI.
 • Low-maintenance lifestyle: 
When choosing materials for 
projects, those that offer low-
maintenance benefits can be 
preferential. These include 
low-maintenance patio ma-
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For all your
Home & Garden Needs!

Seed, Fertilizer, Paint, 
Chemicals, Hardware,

and more!

11016 U.S. 50
Dillsboro, IN

(812) 432-5267

336 N.
Buckeye St.
Osgood, IN

(812) 689-4401 
(800) 221-9731

Visit us at two
locations!

Checking | Savings | Loans | CDs & IRAs | Trusts

921 E. St. Rd. 46 • Greensburg, IN • 812.663.2404 • toll Free 888.663.2480
www.levensteins.com • Monday - Friday 8:30-5:30, Saturday 8:30-1

2358 South SR 129
Versailles, IN

812-689-6060
www.HalcombHomeCenter.com

Come help us
celebrate our

60th Year!

Friday,
october 25th 

11 am - 3 pm
• Food • prizes

• demonstrations
• door Busters

cUsToMer
DaY

2385 South SR 129
Versailles, IN

812-689-6060
www.HalcombHomeCenter.com

Carpet • Tile • Hardwood • Laminate • Vinyl
Serving All Your Flooring Needs!

20 E. Center St • Lawrenceburg
812-537-0619

www.homefurnitureindiana.com
joe@homeflooringllc.com

Come in & check out our Red Tag Sale!

FLOORING

     A traditional lawn may 
not be right for every prop-
erty nor desired by every 
homeowner. There is no de-
nying that lawns take time 
and effort to establish and 
daily or weekly maintenance 
to thrive. Homeowners who 
find that a traditional lawn 
is not practical can explore 
some low-maintenance al-
ternatives.
Wildflower meadow
     Homeowners with wide 
swaths of property may dis-
cover meadows are cost- and 
time-efficient. Stores sell 
special wildflower meadow 
mixes of seeds or home-
owners can use wildflower 
plug plants throughout ar-
eas where grasses are left 
to grow longer. This natural 

area can be a home to wild-
life and an idyllic backdrop 
to a home. Most meadows 
only require a spring or sum-
mer and autumn cut to thrive 
and look good.
Ornamental grasses
     Partition areas of the prop-

Low-maintenance lawn alternatives

erty for ornamental grasses 
to grow. The gardening re-
source Elemental Green says 
ornamental grasses tend to 
be drought-resistant and low-
maintenance. They won’t 
ALTERNATIVES. . . . . . . . .
Con’t Pg.  8



enough to the pool to be con-
venient. Look at the lay of 
the land. If there is a soggy 
patch of land that can turn 
swampy under the shed’s 
foundation, that is a poor 
location choice. If you need 
access to electricity, placing 
it far away from the house 
could necessitate running ex-
pensive wiring. 
 3. Consider the design. Just 
because a shed is for stor-
age doesn’t mean aesthet-
ics should be overlooked. 
Choose a shed style that 
complements your home. 
You may also want to match 
certain architectural features, 
like arched doorways or dor-
mers. Design also may relate 
to practicality. For instance, 
storing a riding mower inside 
may necessitate dual doors 
that open widely.
  4. Invest in quality materi-
als. Spending a little more 
and using quality materi-
als can ensure it lasts long 

enough to be cost-effective. 
The right materials will be 
resistant to splitting, crack-
ing, decay, and insect dam-
age.
 5. Prepare the site well. A 
proper foundation for the 
shed is almost as important 
as the shed itself. You can-
not just drop the shed on the 

lawn and leave it, as the shed 
can sink or structural issues 
may arise if it is placed on a 
weak base. 
 6. Blend into the environ-
ment. Surround the shed 
with shrubs or plants so that 
it blends into the yard and 
complements the space.
 7. Deck out the interior. Use 
every storage tool at your 
disposal to maximize floor, 
wall and even rafter space 
for storage. Plan where items 
will be kept and customize 
the storage options around 
those locations.
     Sheds can be an asset and 
improve storage capability in 
the backyard.

Family owned and operated for 30 years!
Stop in today to get the best
equipment at the best price!

We repair ALL brands of mowers, trimmers & chains saws!
2914 Clifty Dr. • Madison, IN • 812-273-4262 • www.andersonssales.com

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Find Everything You Need To Make Your Mowing Season A Breeze!

we have purchased Brown’s Farm implement, llc. 
we welcome everyone to come see us in madison!

Home Equity 
Line of Credit (HELOC) 

lowest rate is Prime (3.25% Annual 
Percentage Rate (APR) as of 03/01/2021). 

The lowest rate includes no closing costs for equity 
lines under $500,000.00 that remain open for at least 36 months. 

If you close your line of credit within 36 months of account opening, the 
bank origination fee waived at account opening ($350.00 as of 10/01/2020) may be 

assessed. Annual fee is $75.00 and is waived the first year. The APR may vary based on The Wall 
Street Journal “Prime Rate” (Prime) as published on the first day of the month. Minimum APR is 3.25% 

and maximum APR is 25.00%. Rate and terms may change at any time and may vary by property type, loan amount, 
credit history, and loan-to-value ratio. Property insurance required and flood insurance may be required. Consult your tax 

advisor regarding the tax deductibility of interest. Important Consideration when managing Interest-Only Payments: the interest rate on 
a home equity line of credit is variable; therefore, your monthly interest-only payment may change with market rates. Your principal balance is only 

reduced when you make voluntary principal payments during the 15 year draw period of your home equity line of credit.  
At maturity, any remaining account balance outstanding will be due in a single balloon payment. At that time, the bank  

may, but is not obligated to, refinance the line of credit. Subject to credit and property approval.

You can do it.  
We can help.

Low-Rate Home Equity Line
Now you can tackle that remodeling project, thanks 
to the equity in your home and our great low rate. 
A Civista Bank Home Equity Line of Credit offers the 
financing you need from a trusted lender. In fact, we’ve 
been helping families like yours for over 135 years!

Learn more at civista.bank or contact your 
local branch.

Milan 
106 Mill Street 
812.654.3504

Osgood 
510 South Buckeye 
812.689.4202

Versailles 
111 East US 50 
812.689.5102

Home Equity Line of Credit Rates as low as  
3.25% APR and no closing costs*

21CZN07 HELOCspring_5.167x10.5_r1.indd   1 3/23/21   1:51 PM

7183 E. CR 400 N., Greensburg, IN 47240
Phone: (812) 527-2975 • Toll Free: (888) 596-9221
www.jacksonsnursery.com • info@jacksonsnursery.com

Residential & 
Commercial 
Landscaping
         -
Garden Center

Now open!

STORAGE

812-363-6164
www.46wstorage.com

Easy as 1 -2 - 3
Select Your
Unit Online

Complete
Payment Info

Receive Notifications
When Unit is Ready

@

$
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     Backyard sheds can be 
useful assets. Sheds can 
create storage space in the 
garage, basement or other 
areas of the house that have 
become gathering spots for 
gear typically used outdoors. 
Sheds are ideal for housing 
mowers, tools and even pool-
care equipment. But they can 
be put to other uses as well, 
such as being key spots to 
engage in hobbies or even as 
a child’s clubhouse.
     Various factors should 

be considered before build-
ing or buying a shed. A stor-
age shed can be a significant 
investment. Once placed, 
sheds may remain in their 
dedicated spots for years to 
come. That means careful 
thought should go into the 
planning process.
 1. Check your local build-
ing codes first. Before you 
accumulate building materi-
als or order a shed, be sure 
to know the ins and outs of 
shed codes. The codes may 

impact the shed’s placement, 
construction, the materials 
used, size, and numerous 
other factors. It’s much eas-
ier to amend plans before-
hand than to face the hassle 
and expense after learning 
you did things incorrectly.
 2. Choose placement wisely. 
Spend several days assessing 
the yard and thinking about 
the uses for the shed. If you 
plan to store pool floats and 
chemicals inside of the shed, 
it should be located close 

7 things to consider when buying a shed
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Sandi (Bishop) Baker
Real Estate Broker

Professional & Experienced 
Call for all your Real estate needs, 

including Commercial

C 812.528.4974
O 765.647.3330
F 765.547.1101

sandibaker@remax.net
www.sandibaker.com

1201 Main St., Brookville, IN 47012
Each office is independently Owned and Operated

NEW MARION SALES
5123 W. Co. Rd. 550 S.

Holton, IN 47023
812.689.6276

Pole Barn Packages, Free Estimates, Lumber, Metal, CHI Overhead Doors

Full Line of Building Materials, Plumbing Supplies, Dewalt Cordless Tools & Lots 
More! Produce and Greenhouse Supplies! Come check us out!

From Versailles, take US 421 S. Turn right onto Co. Rd. 550 S.
(watch for sign). Located approx. 3 miles on the left.

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sat. 8:00 am - 2:00 pm • Closed Sunday

Now Open 
Serving the 
Community!

April 17 at

10% OFF on all 
Open House Sales 

over $100!
From Madison, take US 421 North. Turn 

left at Pats Bulk Food on Co. Rd. 450 
South - approx. 3 miles on the S-curve.

*We do not accept credit cards.

Open 

House

Now Open!
Mon. - Sat. 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. • No Sunday Sales

Check out our large variety of Hanging Baskets, Planters, Bedding 
Plants, Perennials & Roses!

Door Prizes!

SpecialDeals!

4312 W. Co. Rd. 450 S. • Versailles, IN
(812) 689-6013

From Versailles take US 421 S. Turn right on Co. Rd. 550 S. 3 miles on the left.
From Holton, take Old Michigan Rd. south approx. 5 miles. Turn left on Co. Rd. 500 S. 

Located approx. 1 mile on the right. Follow New Marion Sales signs.
From Madison take US 421 N. Turn left on Co. Rd. 550 S.

4909 W. CR 550 S. • Holton, IN • 812-689-6598
Now Open Mon. - Sat. 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Open 

House is 

April 17!

We’re open now!
Country Gardens

Full line of Garden Seeds, Vegetable Plants, Flowers, Annuals &
Perennials, Roses, Hanging Baskets, Blackberries & Strawberry

Starts, Asparagus Roots, Candy Onions, Seed Potatoes
Come check out our new items & the many

Old Time Favorites! Specials,Door Prizes &Refreshments!

(812) 689-6834
Located 7 miles south

of Versailles on W. Co. Rd. 700 S.
(behind Silver Memories Nursing Home)

Breezy AcresFoods & Flowers

NOW OPEN!!
See our large variety of

hanging baskets & potted plants!

Early flowers are blooming!
Come out & build your own planters with 

our great selection of perennials, succulents 
(for Fairy Gardens) and annuals!

Look for specials in our bulk food store!

Look & shop locally for your home improvement projects this spring!

Gehring, Inc.
Heating and Cooling • Electrical • Residential and Commercial

316 N. Main St., Batesville, IN 47006
Ph 812-934-6088 • Fax 812-934-5076

terials, composite decking, 
vinyl fencing, and inorganic 
mulched beds.
 • Fire pit: A fire pit can be 
used for much of the year. In 
the spring and summer, the 
firepit is a great place to con-
gregate to roast marshmal-
lows or sip wine and gaze 
into the fire. In the fall, the 
fire pit can make for a cozy 
retreat. A fire pit that has a 
gas burner is low-mainte-
nance, and the National As-
sociation of Landscape Pro-
fessionals says that most can 
recoup about $4,000 of their 
$6,000 average price tag.
 • Softscaping: Hardscap-
ing refers to structures like 
outdoor kitchens or decks. 
Softscaping involves the 
living elements of the land-
scape. Hiring a landscape 

designer to install trees, 
shrubs, natural edging, and 
rock elements can do won-
ders toward improving the 
look and value of a home.
 • Pool or water feature: In 
certain markets, particu-
larly hot climates, a pool or 
another water feature is a 
must-have. However, in oth-
er areas where outdoor time 
is limited, a pool or water 
feature can actually lower 
the value of a home. Speak-
ing with a real estate profes-
sional can give homeowners 
an idea of how a pool will 
fare in a given neighbor-
hood.
    Outdoor improvements 
can improve the market-
ability of a home, as well as 
enhance its appearance and 
function.

CRABGRASS Continued from Pg. 5

 • Never cut too much of the 
blade off of the grass. When 
mowing, don’t cut too much 
of the blade off the grass 
with each cut, even if the 
grass seems especially long. 
As noted, cutting too low al-
lows sunlight to reach crab-
grass seeds. But cutting too 
much off the blade, even if 
the grass is still high after a 
mow, can injure the grass. In-
jured grass can make lawns 
more vulnerable to weeds 
and crabgrass.
 • Apply a pre-emergence 

herbicide. Pre-emergence 
herbicides kill germinating 
grass seedlings before they 
emerge from the soil. Follow 
the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions regarding when and 
how much herbicide to ap-
ply. If crabgrass has already 
started to grow, it’s likely too 
late to apply a pre-emergence 
herbicide.
     Crabgrass is an unwel-
come invader in many lawns. 
Spring can be a great time to 
prevent this unwanted guest 
from returning this summer.

VALUE Continued from Pg. 5

need much fertilizer and 
are often resistant to pests 
as well. Ornamental grasses 
grow in tufts or sprays and 
will not require mowing. 
However, they are not ideal 
for areas that get foot traffic.
Moss
     Moss can thrive in shady 
areas and ones where the 
soil tends to stay a bit damp. 
Moss is velvety soft and 
green, so it can mimic the 

look of a traditional lawn 
but won’t require mowing 
and other upkeep. Because 
it spreads quickly, moss can 
take over quite rapidly. You 
will need to protect areas 
where you do not want moss 
by creating barriers to stop 
spread.
Gravel
     Stone and gravel areas can 
reduce maintenance in the 
landscape and require very 

little upkeep. When gravel 
is installed correctly, weeds 
may not grow readily. Gravel 
installation may include lay-
ing heavy-duty, semi-perme-
able landscape fabric, which 
is available in home im-
provement centers. Gravel is 
cheaper than pavers and can 
be just as beautiful.
Artificial turf
     If the desired look is a 
lawn without all the upkeep, 

there are various artificial 
grass options on the market. 
Homeowners who opt for ar-
tificial turf can save money 
and space devoted to lawn 
mowers and other lawn tools.
Grass may be ideal for some, 
but there are alternatives for 
people who have trouble-
some landscapes or desire a 
low-maintenance product for 
their homes. 

ALTERNATIVES Continued from Pg. 6

www.ripleynews.com


