Rob Lafary
SPORTS WRITER

Class 3A Sectional 29 at
Greensburg is loaded with
talented teams but a favora-
ble draw gives Batesville a
chance at its first champion-
ship since 2019.

Five teams in the field
boast 14 wins or better but
of the five, four are packed
together in the bottom half
of the bracket while Bates-
ville (15-6) sits alone in the
top half as the only squad
with a winning mark. Class
3A No. 7 Connersville, who
is currently 17-4, is con-
sidered the slight favorite
but will have to go through
defending champion Law-
renceburg (17-6) in round
one and then meet either
Greensburg (16-5) or South
Dearborn (14-8) in the semi-
final round.

Batesville enters the final
week of the regular season
having won six games in a
row and the ball club is fir-
ing on all cylinders with a
variety of players produc-
ing. 6-foot-8 senior center
Cole Pride continues to
dominate at 16.4 points, 7.2
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Bulldogs przmed for sectional run

rebounds and 3.2 blocks per
game but he has not been
alone. Sophomore Cade Kai-
ser is averaging 12.8 points
and 6.2 rebounds while jun-
ior Sam Johnson is hitting
for 10.9 points per night.
Jack Grunkemeyer is an-
other underclassman who is
capable of big numbers and
has given plenty of aid in the
rebounding and passing de-
partments.

The Bulldogs have scored
60 points or better in their
last four games and such of-
fense will be needed when
sectional play commences.
Defensively, Batesville is
giving up just about 47.5
points per game and has not
allowed a fellow sectional
opponent to score more than
54 points in a game during
the regular season.

Batesville not only gets a
favorable draw but also re-
ceives the bye to the semi-
finals on Friday night. The
Bulldogs will face either
Rushville (5-17) or Frank-
lin County (9-12) in the first

semifinal on Friday. pionship.

Batesville senior Cole Pride brings his post game ability to the
Class 3A Sectional 29 field where the Bulldogs aim for a cham-

- Good Luck at Sectionals!!
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Eagles prepare for repeat

Rob Lafary
SPORTS WRITER

Jac-Cen-Del is riding mo-
mentum at the right time of
the season and perhaps that
alone can carry the Eagles
back to another deep post-
season run beginning next
week.

The Eagles provided the
coverage area with quite the
journey a year ago, march-
ing all the way to the Class
A Final Four before falling
to eventual state champion
North Daviess but now
Jac-Cen-Del enters Class
A Sectional 60 in 2023 as
a team that has some com-
petition but very well may
be considered the favorite
by some. Head coach Clint

Bohman and company are
in search of a 15th sectional
crown in program history as
they head to Edinburgh for
the tournament.

There’s no question that the
key to Jac-Cen-Del’s success
is the production of three sen-
ior starters. Devin Grieshop
continues to be a high-point
scorer at about 14.9 points
per game while Matt Dick-
man is picking up steam un-
derneath, averaging around
11 points per night alongside
seven rebounds per contest.
While that duo provides
stability inside and outside,
classmate Seth Drockelman
is a capable third option at
just under nine points per
game. He is shooting 33 per-
cent from the three-point line
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which leads the Eagles and
could be crucial should the
Osgood crew be in conten-
tion for a big run.

Edinburgh, ranked No. 16
in Class A with a 12-9 over-
all record will be the big-
gest threat to Jac-Cen-Del’s
chances at back-to-back
crowns but the good news is
that the Lancers sit on the op-
posite side of the bracket and
have to face a South Decatur
squad that may just be 10-11
but can threaten as a dark-
horse in the field. Jac-Cen-
Del is 3-0 against Sectional
60 foes in the regular season
which includes wins over
South, Waldron and Olden-
burg Academy.

Jac-Cen-Del is entering the
regular season with a 13-9
overall record, averaging
53.1 points per game while
allowing 50 points per night,
a number that may be crucial
in sectional play. The Eagles
play Southwestern (Shelby)
in the opening round on
Wednesday night with the
winner going on to the sec-
ond semifinal on Friday to
face either Waldron (10-11)
or Morristown (1-20).

Good
Luck
Eagles!
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Devin Grieshop’s athleticism and scoring prowess looks to lift Jac-Cen-Del to a second-straight
Class A Sectional 60 championship.
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Milan boys set for similar role

Rob Lafary
SPORTS WRITER

With a 6-15 record head-
ing into the final week of
regular season play, Milan
is certainly not jumping off
the page as a contender in
Class 2A Sectional 45 next
week at South Ripley. But
please note, the Indians
can make some noise.

After all, stranger things
tend to happen when it
comes to that sectional
over the years and fa-
vorites tend to have trou-
ble surviving long enough
to get to regional play.
Plus throw in the fact that
Milan’s path to the cham-
pionship game would be
against fellow teams with
records under .500 and
that has to give the Indians
some hope inside a season
of struggle.

While Milan is giving
up 60 points per game on
the defensive end, consist-
ent scoring from a number
of players perhaps is even
more crucial. All five In-
dian starters are capable
double-digit scorers but it
has been an issue getting
that crew to sync together

in big games. Freshman
Micah Norman has drilled
50 3-pointers while the
brother tandem of Gabe
Riehle and Ben Riehle is
shooting 50 percent and 47
percent respectively from
the field. Kohen Rinear has
shown double-digit scoring
capabilities and Brayden
Rohrig can also step up and
has provided at times.

The Indians are hoping it
all comes together given the
fact that the program is suf-
fering through the longest
drought without a sectional
crown among teams in Sec-
tional 45. Milan has not
won a title since they were
in Class A, having won in
2003 over Jac-Cen-Del
before being defeated by
Bloomfield in a one-game
regional championship.

Milan owns a 56-48 win
over Switzerland County
(9-13) on January 28 and
plays the Pacers in the
opening round on Tues-
day night. The winner of
that game advances to face
Hauser (10-11) on Friday in
the second semifinal. Haus-
er defeated the Indians 46-
41 on February 17.
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Good Luck at Sectionals
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2 |

914 IN-229 North,
- ] -
atesville =~

will be key for the Indians in sectional play. = *
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Raiders hope to play spoiler

South Ripley has not won
a Class 2A Sectional 45 ti-
tle since 2019. Should they
score an upset on Friday
night, the possibility of a
championship is not far-
fetched by any means.

All eyes are on a big semi-
final collision between the
Raiders and Sectional 45 fa-
vorite North Decatur (18-4).
South Ripley may only be 11-
11 but they present quite the
challenge given their ability
to complete plus throw in
the fact that the tournament
is on Ripley’s home court in
the friendly confines of Ver-
sailles. Any basketball fan
will tell you that such a com-
bination is deadly, especially
during the postseason.

But of course there has to
be some things that happen
in order for such a scenario
to unfold. At the forefront
of that is South Ripley’s
dynamic sophomore duo of
Cole Henry and Blaine Ward
that has to lead the produc-
tion. Henry continues to daz-
zle at 20.1 points and 9.6
rebounds per game with 40
made 3-pointers while Ward
has matched that total from
beyond-the-arc and is equal-
ly impressive at 15.5 points
per game with about four as-
sists per night. However, the

season shows that the Raid-
ers are a well-oiled machine
when some extra production
comes up big. Gavin Binion,
Chanice Volz, Logan Bradley
and Ethan Johnson fill out
the leftover scoring load and
even adding just one or two
of those players into the fold
makes the green and white
quite the threat.

When three or more play-
ers have produced big num-
bers in the score column,
South Ripley is at its best,
having scored 70-plus points
on three occasions and 60
points or more seven times.
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Defensively for the most part
the Raiders have held up, al-
lowing 52.3 points per game
with three of the last four
contests seeing head coach
Seve Beach’s group allow
less than 50 points.

South Ripley fell 58-46 to
North Decatur in a regular
season game back on De-
cember 3 when the Chargers
pulled away late for a victo-
ry. Aside from the Chargers,
the Raiders are 4-2 against
the sectional field with their
only other loss being to Mi-
lan who sits on the opposite
side of the bracket.

PHOTO BY RICH FOWLER
South Ripley sophomore Cole Henry is averaging 20 points and
leads the ORVC in scoring and rebounding. Henry looks to lead
the Raiders in Sectional 45.
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Rob Lafary
SPORTS WRITER

Oldenburg Academy
received a bye in Class
A Sectional 60 but who
they potentially face pre-
sents quite the challenge
for a rebuilding Twister
program.

The Twisters were 6-13
heading into the last week
before sectional play with
still two regular season
games to go which in-
cluded a potential semifi-
nal opponent on Tuesday
night in South Decatur.
Class A ranked Edin-
burgh faced off with Old-
enburg all the way back

147 Batesville ShoMage,
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Twisters face uphill Class A climb

on December 2 and won
58-34, putting head coach
Michael Higdon’s crew up
as a serious underdog no
matter how you shake it
on Friday night.

Lone senior Jacob Hoff
would like to continue
his career as a Twister but
several teammates play
a factor. Junior Connor
Miles is a capable high-
point scorer and produced
a career-high 27 points
back on January 18 while
others such as Jacob Cor-
nelius, Jacob Stenger and
Isaiah Waggoner combine

wistens)s

to play a variety of roles.
But such roles haven’t al-
ways amounted to scoring
the basketball. Oldenburg is
only averaging 40.8 points
per game against giving up
50 points per game. The
Twisters have held their
own defensively but scoring
will be needed no matter if
they play South Decatur or
Edinburgh on Friday night.
Oldenburg last won a sec-
tional in 2020 as part of the
COVID-19 year which shut
down the state tournament
after sectional action came
to a close. The Twisters won
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their opening round game
ayear ago but fell 61-28 in
the semifinals to a Hauser
team that is now playing
in Class 2A.

The South Decatur/Edin-
burgh showdown is a re-
match of a regular season
game won by South 75-58
on January 7. Oldenburg’s
only other loss to a sec-
tional foe was to Jac-Cen-
Del by a 40-34 score. The
Twisters have defeated
Southwestern (Shelby)
and Morristown, both of
which play in the bottom
half of the bracket.

Fierzlicly
Wil kommen
(MJ (91}&1{])1!1*3 Tues *

The Brau Haus

Gowd uck at sectionals!
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22170 Water Street
Oldenburg, IN
(812)934-4840

Good
Luck
Raiders!

Twisters!
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Oldenburg junior Connor Miles put up 27 points earlier this
year and can provide some scoring next Friday in the Sectional
60 semifinals.
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