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« Installing New Drainage Tile & NRCS WaterWays - Metal Roofing =18
« Improving Soil Health and Erosion - Metal Siding
« Using the Latest Technology to Increase Crop Yields - Complete Barn & House Packages
« Providing Superior Service to all Customers - Custom C.A.D. Designs
- Job-site Deliveries

T JOB OPENINGS AVAILABLE NOW - Overhead Doors

facebook Equipment Operator - Doors & Windows
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B INDIANA FARM
W BUREAU INSURANCE'

AUTO « HOME » RENTERS » LIFE

Ripley County Offices

(812) 934-4948  (812) 689-4600
16 Saratoga Dr. 725 5 Buckeye 5t.
Batesville, IN 47006 Osgood, IN 47034 e LA =

HOLTOM

Franklin County Farmers Mutual Insurance
163-647-584]

www fcfarmersmutual org

Providing Quality Insurance since 1900

Home Auto, Farm Commercial and Small Business
nsurance

We offer Farm and Home Policies with
$500 Fire Coverage Deductible and
$1000 Wind /Hail Deductibles

We utilize our own in-house local insurance adjusters and local
agents, S0 e can provide tailored coverage and personal attention to
all of our policyholders

Call us today! We Will save you money!
Your local agent is Jim Cregar 812-569-6649
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812-634-9000 - 800-654-9002

“The Most Trusted Name In The Car Business”
Www.whitewatermotorcompany.com

HAYEHERY
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336 N. Buckeye St. Osgood, IN
812-689-4401 - 800-221-9731
3994 US 421, Versailles, IN
11016 US 50, Dillsboro, IN

6490 N. US 421, Osgood, IN

» Purina Feed
- Seed
- Fertilizer - Hardware
- Lawn & Garden Products
- Grid Sampling & Mapping
» Energy Plus Station
« CountryMark Fuels
- Propane for Home

&Farm ={PURINA

CountryMark.
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The population is growing and so is its
demand for food to fuel those extra bod-
ies. Harvard Business Review reports
the global population has quadrupled
over the last century. It’s predicted that,
by 2050, the population will exceed nine
billion people.

The world is not able to feed all of
its inhabitants, according to Penn State.
There are more than one billion people
who are estimated to lack sufficient food,
and two billion who do not receive ade-
quate nutrition. Researchers from the In-
stitute on the Environment at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota concluded that, to feed
the world by 2030, yields on maize, rice,
wheat, and soybeans will have to rise by
60 to 110 percent. At the start of 2023,
projections show them only increasing
by 45 to 60 percent. There are a few rea-
sons why food supply may not meet up
with demand.

* Climate change: Climate change is pre-
dicted to cause issues to crop yields, es-
pecially in portions of the world where
the population is growing the fastest. For
example, a recent NASA study published
in the journal Nature predicts that high
greenhouse gas emissions may cause
corn output to decline as early as 2030,
but wheat output would increase. Farm-
ers may need to roll with the punches and
shift operations to cope with the environ-
mental changes.

* Decreased commercial farming inter-
est: Fewer people are working in farm-
ing. Land prices for expansion, new
government mandates and regulations,
and the impact of immigration and trade
policies have made farming less attrac-
tive than it once was. Fewer commercial
operations result in a diminished food
commodity output.

* Consumer waste: Food loss and waste
(FLW) is a widespread issue, posing a
challenge to food security. The World
Bank estimates 30 percent of all food
across the globe is wasted, amounting to
1.3 billion tons of food per year. The av-
erage global household wastes 74 kg of

food each year, according to the United
Nations Environment Programme’s 2021
Food Waste Index. Food waste is an issue
that needs a solution as the world looks
for ways to feed an expanding popula-
tion in the decades to come.

In order to improve output, farmers
have to make some changes. These can
include investment in tools and technolo-
gies that enable farmers to apply nutri-
ents more precisely and at lower cost, ad-
vises the Environmental Defense Fund.
Seeds that need less water and fewer
nutrients, as well as new fertilizers that
are less likely to be lost to air and water,
are some additional ideas. Farmers also
may want to employ green practices,
such as hydroponics and drip irrigation,
if they haven’t already, to improve ef-
ficiency and cut costs. The public also
may need to petition their lawmakers to
make it easier for farm workers arriving
on working visas to man the fields.

Food demand continues to rise, and it
has become challenging for agricultural
operations to keep up. AG233758

Christopher R. Brown, D.D.S., M..P.S.
Daniel J. Kress, D.D.S.

Famaly Dentistry, TMF & Facial
Pain Diagnosis & Rehabilitation

Thank you to all of our area

Things everyone can do to support rural economies

Efforts to revive small business sec-
tors have helped countless communities
regain their prosperity and sense of com-
munity pride. Those efforts have been
wildly effective in many urban areas, and
they also can help rural economies re-
cover from the many challenges they’ve
been confronting since the Great Reces-
sion, which occurred between 2007 and
2009.

Rural communities have faced many

unique challenges since 2007. For exam- [y s

ple,a 2019 study published in the journal
Rural Sociology found that 46 percent of
remote rural counties were depopulat-
ing, while just 6 percent of metropolitan
counties were facing population losses.

Reviving rural communities does more [&#

than help the people who call those com-
munities home. Thriving rural commu-
nities can ensure access to fresh foods
for people in both rural and urban areas,
thus keeping costs down. Thriving rural
communities also can reduce reliance on
government assistance programs. With
access to well-paying jobs, more people
in rural communities can live above the
poverty line. That’s a significant benefit,
as the U.S. Department of Agriculture re-
ports that roughly 85 percent of counties
combatting persistent poverty are rural.
Attempts to revive rural economies
will require a collective effort on the
part of people from all walks of life, and
there’s much everyone can do to pitch in.
* Buy products from local farms. When
buying foods, looking for products from
local farms and/or domestic farms can
benefit consumers in various ways. Many
individuals find locally grown foods
more flavorful than products imported
from foreign countries. And buying lo-
cal, whether the farm is on the outskirts
of the metropolitan area you call home or
elsewhere in your own country, provides
some much-needed economic stimula-
tion to rural communities.
* Look beyond foods. Rural communi-
ties produce more than food. Soaps, lo-
tions, candles, decorative items, and
other products people use everyday are

produced on farms and within rural com-
munities. Choosing these products over
mass-produced alternatives made in oth-
er countries or in places where profits are
less likely to be funneled back into local
communities is a great way to support ru-
ral economies.

» Support legislation that benefits ru-
ral economies. One of the most effective
ways to lend a hand to rural economies is
to support legislation that can help them.
There are many reasons why rural econ-
omies have fallen on hard times, and a
lack of digital infrastructure has undoubt-
edly contributed to those struggles. All
businesses benefit from a strong online
presence, and communities can attract
more remote workers if their digital in-
frastructure is improved. Those improve-
ments are often the subject of local, state
and even federal legislation. Individuals
who want to help rural economies can
urge their representatives to support leg-
islation that can help rural communities
build their digital infrastructure so it’s on
par with that which has already been es-
tablished in more populous areas.

Rural economies are struggling. How-
ever, there’s much everyone can do to
pitch in and support efforts to revive ru-
ral communities. TF22C558
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The demand for food is directly relat-
ed to population growth. By 2050, food
needs are expected to double, according
to a study published in the journal Ag-
ricultural Economics. That puts increas-
ing pressure on the agricultural sector to
meet growing demand. However, many
experts think the industry will fall short.

In addition to increased food demand,
consumer habits, technology, and poli-
cies continue to force the agricultural in-
dustry to evolve. Indeed, the agricultural
sector may look very different in the fu-
ture.

Bigger digital footprint

Social media has transformed many
industries, and it can do the same for
agriculture. Farming supply chains can
communicate with one another by get-
ting feedback from customers in real
time through social media. However, ag-
ricultural operations will have to devote
teams to manage social media presence,
especially since misinformation is so
widespread on social media.

Apart from social media, local farm-
ers may increase their efforts to utilize
mobile apps and direct-to-consumer pur-
chasing options. The global pandemic
helped businesses reimagine takeout
and curbside shopping. Local farms may
want to market to the home-shopping
community, providing ways to deliver
produce, fresh meat and poultry and oth-
er items direct to customers’ homes.

Regenerative agriculture

The future may feature a significant
shift in the way farms source their ingre-
dients. Regeneration International says
that regenerative agriculture can be the
future. This describes farming and graz-
ing practices that may help reverse cli-
mate change by rebuilding soil organic
matter and restoring degraded soil bio-
diversity. Some insist that farmers who
utilize regenerative agriculture produce
food that is more sustainable and healthy.
This is something eco- and health-con-
scious consumers can stand behind.

Technological advancement

There’s a good chance that technol-
ogy will continue to play important and
growing roles in farming operations.
New agricultural technologies can col-
lect data on soil and plant health and
produce results in real time. Precision
farming technology can be developed to
deliver integrated solutions no matter the
size of the operation.

Shift in what’s grown
Farmers may give more thought to sus-
tainable products. Crops like hemp and

Versaillies @

Mon. - Sat. 7:30 am - 9 pm

Sun. 10 am - 6 pm

1004 S. Adams St. ,Versailles * 812-689-1182

HUMMEL-MEISBERGER

INSURANCE

Life * Health ¢ Retirement
Auto * Farm * Homeowners * Commercial

Michael D. Meisberger,

Co-Owner - Agent

Bob'Meyer, Agent & Katy Brower, Agent

P.O. Box 746 ° Versailles, IN

(812) 689-4840
Fax: (812) 689-5866

Mobile: (812) 871-5746

cannabis are being utilized in new and
innovative ways, and they’re only the
start as consumers have expanded their
views on plant-based foods and products.

While there’s no way to see into the fu-
ture, individuals can anticipate changes
that could be in store for the agricultural
sector in the decades ahead. AG233764

WHOLESALE FERTILIZER

Service You Need
Prices You Expect

e Fertilizer « Chemicals * Plant Foods
e Soil Conditioners ° Trace Elements

8I2 689 I046

Vay 888- 689 1046
_}“‘lw Ce" 812- 62I-236I
ﬂ‘ LA LOCALLY OWNED
A )Over 30 Years' Experlence

d'., : ‘3, { ‘ \ i &
rp o.~Box"6I‘l 4720LW US 50, Versallles, INj‘
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WE HAVE PURCHASED BROWN'S FARM IMPLEMENT, LLC.
WE WELCOME EVERYONE TO GOME SEE US IN MADISON!

Family owned and operated for 31 years!

STOP IN TODAY TO GET THE BEST
EQUIPMENT AT THE BEST PRIGE!

We repair ALL brands of mowers, trimmers & chains Saws!

2914 Clifty Dr.- Madison, IN - 812-213-4262 - www.andersonssales.com
Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. - Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Find Everything You Need To Make Your Mowing Season A Breeze!
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Modern agriculture looks little like
the early days of farming. All aspects of
farming have been modified by the ac-
cess farmers now have to technologies to
meet the demands of their work and the
pressure a growing population places on
farmers to produce quality food.

Farm automation, precision farming
and smart farming are strategies utilized
by today’s farmers. These technologies
have become important ways for farm-
ers to optimize the production of food
and improve its quality. According to the
Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, agricultural produc-
tion must increase by 70 percent in order
to meet global food demand by 2050, by
which time the population could be 9.7
billion persons.

Smart farming can make raising live-
stock more accurate and controlled.
While farm automation is a broad term,
precision smart farming zeroes in on ex-
act measurements between variations in
land conditions and livestock, according
to Techie Loops, a technology informa-
tion website. Examples of farming auto-
mation technology include:

* autonomous vehicles and machines

* drones

* robotics

* GPS guidance

* micro-forecasting and weather
forecasting

smart farm automatlon

* soil sampling

¢ yield mapping
¢ use of artificial intelligence
* geomatics
* statistical processes, and more.

Farmers can employ these technolo-

gies to save time and also manage labor
shortages. Robot-assisted irrigation sys-

tems, for example, can maximize effi-
ciency of water distribution where it is
needed the most. Weeding robots can
use artificial intelligence and computer
vision to target field areas and reduce
use of pesticides. Driverless tractors can
make labor cheaper for farmers by plot-
ting the machine’s route and letting it run
the course automatically. Harvest robots
also exist to grab crops gently (some
with vacuum technology) and reduce
reliance on field workers. Some harvest-
ers can determine ripeness of fruit via Al
technology, according to Eastern Peak,
a provider of custom hardware and soft-
ware solutions for businesses.

Technology is changing farming in
many ways. Innovations in automation
can make operations more efficient and
less costly. AG223780

6236 S. SR 129
Versalilles, IN

B&H PUMPING
SERVICE, LLE

(812) 667-6447

ALCOMB

HOME CENTER

812-689-6060

2358 South SR 129 e Versailles

www.HalcombHomeCenter.com
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Bearings

Paints and Shins
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Shanks Turbo Blades

Turbo Coulters

HANOVER

IMPLEMENT INC.

Annual Consignment Auction
Location: Hwy. 56 & 62 Hanover, IN 47243

Saturday, April 22

Sale Starts at 9:30 a.m.

812-866-2091

Consignments Welcome
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TILLAGE PARTS

Visit your qualified Great Plains dealer today, or get more information at www.FreshStartParts.com

immer

Stop by and talk to our parts department for all your Great Plains

DID YOU KNOW?

Each American farmer feeds about 165 pecple.

People._. Products. Knosledget. Agriculture is America's #1 export!
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NUTRIENT APPLICATION PARTS

w  WhirlFilters® Metercone®
o MNozzles
Disc Blades d
and Coulters
Coulters, Knives, FEAF:':.Ii:g:?_IL:ES
| amd Closers
Sweeps m
DRILL & PLANTER PARTS
Closing Wheels Planter Side Coulter Casting ~ -~
Gauge Wheels Rebuild Kits

Side Gauge Wheel Arm
Rebuild Kits

Q@
' ®

Seed Cups Replacement Blades

Row Cleaners

7690 US 50
Aurora, IN 47001
812-926-3999

P e

EMYIROMNMENTAL
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People...Producits... Knowledge...

5262 E. US 50 - Dillsboro. IN
812-654-3177 - www.helenaagri.com/careers
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How much can
Encore save you?

Tere ONL

way to ﬁnd out!

@ How to find the best insurance?

11" 812.689-5630

Laughery Valley Ag Truck proud to supply CountryMark Fuel. WWW.ENCOREINSGROUP.COM

2010 Lexion 595R w/Tracks & Auto Steer,
& Yield Monitor, hrs. 2460 ser #57900500

750 lohn Deere 10° Drill, w/ Grass Box,
One Owner, Low Acres,

P ‘?‘.‘ S
Agco 8650 Eagle Sprayer w/350 hp Cum- - 1
mins Engine, w/30" Booms & 1200 gal. Gehl 6640 Turbo Skidsteer 3300 hrs
Stainless Steel Tank ser. #8650JN8B50 Runs Good!

|

24" Trailer 5° Drop Down Dove Tail

850 Cat Challenger 70% Undercarriage New Floor

3196 Cat Engine. NICE! F250 King Ranch, 262,465 miles
dat Engine, !

Has new Turbo, Nice!

bl SRS -

G51 30° 9 Ring Bin w/Drying Floor &
£" unload, Brock 7.5 3450 rpm Fan
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