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Annual Entrance Permit: 
$50
Annual Entrance Non-
Resident: $70
Annual Pedestrian/Bi-
cycle: $10
Golden Hoosier Pass-
port: $25
(For those 65 years of 
age and older)

Daily Indiana Resident 
Gate: $7
Daily Non-Resident 
Gate: $9
Daily Pedestrian/Bi-
cycle: $2

Swimming pool admis-
sion: $3/day

Annual Motorized Lake 
Permit: $25
Annual Non-Motorized 
Lake Permit: $5
Kayak rental:
 $10/hr., $30/day
Tandem kayak rental: 
$15/hr., $40/day
Canoe/rowboat rental: 
$10/hr., $20/day

Annual Off-Road Cycle 
Permit: $20

Daily Off-Road Cycle 
Permit: $5

Annual Horse Tag: $20
Daily Horse Permit: $5
Shelter rental: $30-50

Hunting and fi shing 
licenses: varies
 Online: inhuntfi sh.com
 Phone: 877-463-6367

Camping: See page 6

Contact Versailles 
State Park
812-689-6424
Versailles State Park
1387 E US 50, PO Box 
205
Versailles, IN 47042

Offi ce hours*
Mon. - Fri., 8:30 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m.

Camp store hours*
Sun. - Thur., 10:00 a.m. - 
6:00 p.m.
Fri. - Sat., 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 
p.m.
*hours subject to change,
call ahead if planning a trip

Fees and information

GRACE GROSSMAN PHOTO

Indiana State Parks provide a space for all gen-
erations to be able to enjoy nature. An area to 
get outside and make memories that will last a 
life time. 

Stop by and see us to make your 
camping trip a real catch!

* Live Bait
*Mulch by the Scoop
*Fresh Produce all Summer 
  (Grown Locally)

*Mulch by the Scoop

Historic Pathway US 50 
Milian IN (Elrod)

Grandpa’s Live Bait

Gilpin Monuments
Engraving Memories of the HeartEngraving Memories of the Heart

for over 30 yearsfor over 30 years
Monument Builders

Custom Design • Laser Etching • Cemetery Lettering
Low Prices • Large Display • Guaranteed Work

Family Owned and Operated
Bryan Gilpin, Owner

610 S. Adams St. • Versailles
812-689-6188 • www.gilpinmonument.com

Dog Grooming and 
Boarding services 

VersaillesCorner of US 50 & St. Rd. 129, Versailles
812-689-6984 or 800-846-9835

www.laugheryvalleyvet.com
lvvh@yourvetdoc.com
Find us on Facebook!

Open Monday through Saturday
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BROWN &BROWN &
KRESS, D.D.S.KRESS, D.D.S.

Christopher R. Brown, D.D.S.
Daniel J. Kress, D.D.S.

Call for your dental appointment today!
(812) 689-5151

Family Dentistry, TMJ & Facial, Pain Diagnosis 
& Rehabilitation

823 S. Adams Versailles, IN 47042
www.brownandkressdds.com

 Just east of the Versailles State Park entrance sign off of US 50 there is an-
other area of the park that is just being opened to the public. The Bradt Natural 
Area takes the wilderness to farmland to managed parkland, the property has 
always provided resources for people and wildlife. This is the newest portion 
of the Versailles State Park now open to the public. The beauty along the trails 
bring a whole new side of the park to view.

Bradt Natural Area

Cutter’s Mower Repair
4505 Downey Ridge Rd, Rising Sun, IN 47040

Mon - Thur 8 am to 5 pm
Friday 8 am to 3:30 pm  Saturday 8am to noon
812-667-5885   www.cuttermowerrepair.com

Save up to 
$500 off *

Purchase of New
Country Clipper 

MowerWho is eligible?
Current and retired members of the United 
States Military, Police, Fire, Paramedic or 
EMT services.
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McDonald’s Southeastern Indiana
Batesville • Greendale • Lawrenceburg • Versailles

Located on the Corner of U.S. 50 and U.S. 421 – Versailles
Nick Vanosdol Restaurant General Manager

1998 RIPLEY COUNTY BUSINESS OF THE YEAR

HORSEMAN..............Con’t Pg. 10

Versailles State Park Horseman’s Camp
  The Versailles Horse-
men’s Overnight Camp-
ground project started in 
the Spring of 2008 with a 
meeting of Indiana Trail 
Riders Association Di-
rector Larry Sidell and 
Ron McCoy had with the 
new property manager at 
Versailles, Paul Sipples. 
The ITRA is an equine 
trail advocacy group 
founded 41 years ago to 
keep horse trails open in 
Brown County State Park 
the biggest park in Indi-
ana.
   The subject came up 
about what to do with 
the old concessionaire’s 

saddle barn.  We quickly 
suggested developing an 
overnight campground at 
that location.
   The then Department of 
Natural Resources Direc-
tor, Rob Carter, visited 
the site a few days later 
and accepted the idea in 
principle.  
  The ITRA representa-
tives met with the DNR 
during the summer of 
2008 in Indianapolis and 
the planning process be-
gan.  John Bergman, as-
sistant Director of State 
Parks pointed out that 
there were no funds 
available for the project.  

This was clearly under-
stood by all parties.
  A general site layout 
was subsequently made 
by the DNR engineering 
department.
   A workday was held 
on October 8, 2008,  to 
begin clearing the site 
with over 60 volunteers 
from the equestrian com-
munity attending.  On 
October 26, 2009 the 
ITRA met with the DNR 
engineering department 
and revised the site plan.  
January 4, 2009 the outer 
perimeter was flagged 
using a GPS system.  
  During this time frame, 

the DNR initiated stud-
ies for the historical, 
environmental, archeo-
logical, etc. clearances, 
which were eventually 
approved.
   The ITRA applied for 
two grants.  The City of 
Lawrenceburg did award 
$17,200 and the Rising 
Sun Regional Founda-
tion awarded on Septem-
ber 26, 2012 the amount 
of $45,000.  Both grants 
had some restrictions as 
to how the funds could be 
spent.  Since October 8, 
2008, the first work day, 
there were  seven more 
work days with a turn-

out of  9-38 volunteers 
coming to these events.  
There had been five for-
mal meetings with the 
DNR and numerous oth-
er dealings with specific 
items.  
  In two years we cleared 
about half of the site, 
gathered up brush and 
logs of which were dis-
posed.  We recognized 
that a great deal of be-
hind the scenes work 
needed to be done.  
  Now we needed to re-
group -  Monday, Sep-
tember 16, 2013 I con-
tacted Mike Summers 
of the REMC 

(electrical service com-
pany) to set up a meet-
ing about the electrical 
service.  Director Larry 
Sidell set this meeting 
up.  Hopefully, by using a 
different route, and at the 
time not providing ser-
vice for all 50 expected 
sites in the campground 
we can save enough 
money to route electric 
to the first 15 sites.  The 
ITRA was paying for this 
with the Rising Sun grant 
of $45,000.  
   A corridor from the cur-
rent campground gate-
house to the saddle barn 



Page 6 Versailles State Park Tab Thursday, May 25, 2023

Reservations available year-round for campsites
 To make a camping reservation, call 
866-6CAMPIN (866-622-6746) or go 
online to make reservations at www.
camp.in.gov. These are the only two 
ways to make reservations. Campers 
can make reservations Monday through 
Friday from 2 pm to 8:00 p.m. Eastern 
Standard Time and Saturday and Sun-
day between 2 pm to 5:00 p.m. You can 
log on to the internet 24 hours a day. 
Campsites can be reserved as early as 
six months in advance to the date of ar-
rival and as late as noon on the date of 
arrival.
 When you make reservations you 
will need the following information:
 1. Arrival and departure date.
 2. Name, address and phone number.
 3. Type of camping equipment you 
will be using (tent, pop-up, RV, etc.). 
With an RV you will need to know the 
total length of the rig from the front to 
the back, including the tow rig.
 4. Number in your party.

 5. Method of payment (Visa or Mas-
ter Card). Money orders are accepted if 
you are making a reservation 15 days or 
more before the date of arrival.
 6. Class A Campsites are $23 per 
night (Sun.-Wed.) and $30 (Thu.-Sat.). 
Holidays are $33 a night with required 
three night minimum. Tax is added to 
those prices.
 There is a $6 fee for making a reser-
vation. You can reserve as many camp-
sites as you like; all names are needed 
for the people reserving the campsites. 
The entire rental fee must be paid at the 
time of the reservation.

If you cancel your reservation
 Reservations are able to be canceled. 
If you cancel 8 or more days before ar-
rival a flat $10 fee will be charged (per 
reservation that is canceled). If you 
cancel between 1 and 7 days before ar-
rival then the first night’s rental fee plus 
tax will be charged as a cancellation 
fee. If you cancel on or after the day of 

arrival then you will have to pay the en-
tire rental fee. No refunds will be given 
due to inclement weather.
 A maximum of six people may oc-
cupy one campsite. Each site may have 
two tents or one camper and one small 
tent. Each campsite may have only one 
mode of transportation. The camp-
ground office is open daily from 8:30 
a.m. - 11:00 p.m. beginning Memorial 
Day until Labor Day. All visitors must 
park in the visitor parking lot. You can-
not set up for camping after 11:00 p.m. 
even if you have reservations.

Class A campgrounds
 Versailles State Park has 226 camp-
sites with an electrical outlet, 30 amp 
service, fire ring, picnic table, and 
camper pad. There is a dump station 
and water hydrant in the immediate 
area for water, but NO water hookup. 
One camping unit per campsite; you 
may have one small additional tent and 
a dining fly per site. Occupancy is lim-

ited to 14 consecutive nights. Pets must 
be caged or kept on a leash no longer 
than six (6) feet and must be attended 
at all times. Please clean up after your 
pets! Generators and other similar 
noise-producing equipment may only 
be used from 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.

Youth tent area
 This is for youth group campers un-
der 21 years of age. It is for tent camp-
ing only. Youth must have a minimum 
of 10 campers plus a sponsor. The cost 
is $2.00 per person, per night. The area 
has picnic tables and a pit toilet. You can 
make telephone reservations with cred-
it card only by calling 866-6CAMPIN 
(866-622-6746). No alcohol is allowed 
in the youth tent area.

Equestrian campgrounds
 Each equestrian campsite at Ver-
sailles State Park has a tie-up available 
for up to six horses. A daily or annual 
Horse Tag is required for each horse. 

CAMP..............Con’t Pg. 7

FLAGPOLE
LIQUORS

Now Open Sunday! 12 pm - 8 pm
Monday - Thursday 9 am - 10 pm
Friday & Saturday 9 am - 11 pm

• Large Selection of Liquor
• Beer - Cold or Warm Available

• Large Variety of Wines
• Cigarettes, Ice & Snacks

812-689-5781
U.S. 50 - Versailles
Turn right at the park entrance.

Top of the hill on the right
(Next to Stop Light)

VERSAILLES
DAIRY QUEEN
U.S. 421 South   689-4005

Bring in this
ad and get a

FREE
DQ SHAKE

with the purchase of a
DQ Shake of equal or

greater value at
regular menu price

Limit one per coupon and one coupon per customer. This coupon not redeemable with any other offer and redeem-
able only on items selling at regular price. Valid at participating DQ locations. This offer void in any state or locality 
prohibiting or regulating these coupons. Consumers must pay any sales tax included. Any other application of this 
coupon constitutes fraud. DQ and the ellipse-shaped logo are trademarks of Am. D.Q. Corp., Mpls., MN ©2012. 
Coupon expires 9/30/23.
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Bridle trails are open from dawn to dusk. 
Electric campsites are $20.33 per night 
Sun.-Wed., $23.54 per night Thu.-Sat., 
and $26.75 per night on holidays, tax in-
cluded.

Check out time
 Check out time is 2:00 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 5:00 p.m. on Sun-
day and holidays. If you plan to renew 
your registration, please do so by 10:00 
a.m.

Fires and fi rewood
 Fires may be built only in the fi re rings 
provided. Collecting fi rewood in state 
parks is prohibited. Firewood from Indi-
ana may be used if all bark has been re-
moved. All other fi rewood must bear the 
USDA and/or state compliance stamp.

Trash
 The Versailles State Park has a “carry 
in/carry out” trash program. Trash bags 
are available at the main gate.

CAMP Continued from Page 6

New members 
welcome

 The Friends of Versailles State 
Park regularly welcomes new mem-
bers who enjoy supporting and recre-
ating at the park. In addition to fun-
draising and recreational activities 
like monthly hikes, the group holds 
an annual membership meeting.
 Annual memberships are open to 
individuals ($15), families ($25), and 
sponsors ($100). Lifetime member-
ships are also open to individuals 
($150) and families ($250). Regis-
tration brochures are available at the 
park offi ce and nature center during 
open hours.

Volunteerism
“A Year to Volunteer” revisited us 
in August of 2021 to help complete 
1400’ of ADA trail, build a ramp 
to the observation deck (built in 
August of 2020) and helped on nu-
merous other projects.

Manchester Metals

www.MM48.org
manchestermetals48@gmail.com 

- Metal Roo� ng
- Metal Siding
- Complete Barn & House Packages
- Custom C.A.D. Designs
- Job-site Deliveries
- Overhead Doors
- Doors & Windows
- 6” Seamless Gutters

Nature Center - Camp Store
 Our Nature Center and Camp Store have been incorporated into one building. This 
will allow the Nature Center to be open daily with the same operating hours as camp 
store. 
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Thu. - Sat.  June 8-10  County Plein Air Paint Out                     
Saturday  July 1  Firework Show
Sat. & Sun.   July 22  Christmas in July
Fri. & Sun.  Sept. 22-24  10th Annual Hassmerfest.
Saturday  Oct. 21  Halloween Spooktacular I
Saturday  Oct. 28  Halloween Spooktacular II

SPECIAL EVENTS FOR 2023

GRACE GROSSMAN PHOTO

There is something for everyone to do at the Versailles State Park. If you 
don’t like playing in the water, just check out the beautiful playground 
equipment for the little ones.

630 S. Adams St. • 812-750-8300

You want a 
piece of this!

Dine In | Carry Out 
Delivery Available (Fees May Apply)
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 There are 140 known pests and pathogens that can be 
moved in firewood. To conserve Hoosier forests and 
campground shade trees, please adhere to a few rules. 
You can bring firewood from any tree species into a state 
park, reservoir, state forest, or state fish and wildlife area 
if:
• It is from your home in Indiana and all bark has been 

removed. Remove a half-inch of sapwood beneath 
the bark, too, if possible. 

• It is bundled and bears a USDA compliance stamp.
• It is purchased from a local firewood vendor outside 

the property and has the state compliance stamp.
• It is purchased from the property camp store or on-

site firewood vendor and has the state compliance 
stamp.

• The firewood is kiln-dried scrap lumber with no bark.

Visit firewood.dnr.in.gov for more information

Firewood on
DNR Properties

GRACE GROSSMAN PHOTO

There are different types of boats that can be rented at the Versailles State Park. You can rent 
a Kayak, Tandem Kayak, Canoe and/or Rowboat to enjoy time on the beautiful Versailles 
State Park Lake.
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HORSEMAN Continued from Page 5

LIQUOR, WINE & BEER SALES
Family Owned • Celebrating over 50 years in business!

WELCOME CAMPERS!
• Large Selection of Liquor • Beer Cave - Extremely Cold Beer!

• Low Case Prices on Cold & Warm Beer • Great Selection of Bourbon
• Ice • Large Variety of Wines • Snacks Also Available • Hoosier Cash Lotto

ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES WITH
FRIENDLY SERVICE!

Come visit our convenient location in Dillsboro, IN, east of the Versailles
State Park, just o�  U.S. 50 for great low prices on all alcoholic beverages.

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9 am - 9 pm • Fri. & Sat. 9 am - 10 pm

Come check out the trails at
Versailles State Park

ITRA 
Trail Riders Association 

“O�  cal Page” 

camp.IN.gov
www.intrailriders.org

needed to be established 
for the electric and water-
line service. Restrictions 
due to the Indiana Brown 
Bat endangered species 
act came into play.  
   This question came 
up.  Could the ITRA in-
stall the water line?  The 
ITRA applied for a grant 
to cover the $6,000 mate-
rial cost.  
   The next physical step 
was stump removal.  We 
had expected the excava-
tor around the fi rst week 
of September.  Then it 
became the fi rst week 
of October and fi nally it 
became the end of Octo-
ber. Then we were also 
told that a rule 5 permit 
was needed as we were 
disturbing more than 
one acre of ground in the 
rough grading process. 

Then we found the entire 
campground sloped in 
the wrong direction.  It 
would have to be regrad-
ed, so that it would drain 
properly.  This meant 
all the trees would have 
to be cut down and this 
work began September 
25, 2012 and the regrad-
ing of the site was done 
by the DNR.  
   The next big disap-
pointment was when we 
found out we needed a 
health certifi cate to open 
the fi fteen sites included 
in Phase I.  The DNR 
couldn’t furnish the en-
gineering drawings as we 
were not a fully funded 
project.  They could, 
however, open nine sites, 
which is what we ulti-
mately did. By the time 
we actually obtained a 

health certifi cate, we had 
already committed to the 
nine sites, rather than the 
fi fteen. It was the most 
expedient way to get any 
sites open.
   Larry then applied for 
a grant to build four con-
crete manure bins and 
9 -16’ hitch rails, one at 
each site. This work was 
done by the ITRA
  On October 8, 2016 the 
grand opening was held.  
Notables attending were 
Terry Coleman, DNR, 
Jeff French, Rising Sun 
Foundation, Greg Hers-
berger, Ron McCoy, Lar-
ry Sidell, ITRA Repre-
sentatives, Paul Sipples, 
Park Manager, and Brad 
Walker, Assistant Park 
Manager, along with 
Randy Frye, Congress-
man. 

   The campground now 
has large spacious sites, 
with water and electric 
on each site.  The new 
trails established nearby 
connect to the more nu-
merous day-use trails.   
There is trail mileage 
of 28 miles total.  There 
was extensive on-going 
work being done improv-
ing these existing trails.
   Both the day-use and 
camping areas have the 
new, updated concrete 
toilets installed. It is a 
premier location for rid-
ing and just sitting and 
enjoying the natural 
beauty of our great state. 
Now a little bit about why 
we did all this work. I re-
member as a small boy 
coming with my family 
to V.S.P. we would swim 
in the lake I’m talking 
50+  years ago, then for 
supper, Dad would grill 

us some hamburgers 
and hotdogs in the pic-
nic area while we hiked 
the trails. All seven of us 
would do this on a Sun-
day afternoon/ evening 
back in the mid 60’s.  At 
the time I was too young 
to realize Mom and Dad 
were creating memories, 
wonderful memories. So 
25 years later I fi nd my-
self married with chil-
dren doing the very same 
thing, creating wonderful 
memories at Versailles 
State Park.
 Then we got a horse for 
the kids Christmas of 
1996, and as most horse 
people will tell you, it 
was no turning back. In 
2003, my wife and I be-
came members of the 
fore mentioned ITRA. 
We know that it’s very 
important to give back 
and help maintain the 

things you enjoy. Then in 
the spring of 2008 Ron 
and I started the work 
of the Horse camp. Be-
cause we love to ride, we 
would jump in the truck 
and trailer and go to the 
park and ride. Then grill 
some more, you got it 
hamburgers and hotdogs 
in the picnic area of the 
Day Use Area. Now, our 
daughter, her husband 
and two daughters love 
to ride. And so we are 
now creating beautiful 
memories riding in the 
horse camp that Pa Paw 
helped get started and 
build in the park I grew 
up in 50 + years ago.
   THANK YOU for 
the privilege of sharing 
our families memories 
of Versailles State Park 
with you.
    Sincerely, 
    Larry Sidell
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 Versailles State Park is home to numerous wildlife. 
The Wilderness Society offers the following advice 
for increasing your chances to spot more species:
• Many animals feed at dawn and dusk. The two 

hours after sunrise and before sunset are prime 
viewing times.

• Many bird species migrate in spring and fall, of-
fering a window to see them as they pass through.

• Move slowly and quietly; better yet, pick a com-
fortable spot to sit still. Listen closely to your sur-
roundings.

• Bring along a good pair of binoculars.
• Blend in by wearing earth tones rather than bright 

colors.
 It is also of the utmost importance to let wildlife 
stay wild. Refrain from offering food, keep a safe 
distance, and practice “Leave No Trace” principles 
while visiting parks and other natural areas. Good 
luck out there!

How can I spot more wildlife?
Principles of Leave 

No Trace
1. Plan ahead and prepare;
2. Travel and camp on durable
surfaces;
3. Dispose of waste properly;
4. Leave what you fi nd;
5. Minimize campfi re impacts;
6. Respect wildlife; and
7. Be considerate of other visitors
For more information, visit LNT.org.

GRACE GROSSMAN PHOTO

THE RESERVATIONTHE RESERVATION
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

Join us for our scrumptious
breakfast, lunch & dinner!

~ DAILY SPECIALS ~
MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

7 A.M. TO 8 P.M.

812-654-2224
Corner of S.R. 350 & 101

Milan, IN

Fishing, Camping,
Hunting Supplies, 

Guns & Ammo
Indoor Archery Range

821 S. Adams St,
Versailles, IN
(812) 609-4064

Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sun. 12 noon - 4 p.m.

10 Saratoga Dr, 
Batesville, IN 
(812) 609-4064
Mon. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Tues. Closed
Wed.-Thu  10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Fri. 6 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sun. Noon - 7 p.m.

* LIVE BAIT *

Also plan for: Sept. 9-17, 2023
Call ahead for camping reservations.

www.friendshipfl eamarket.com
 859-341-9188

BRING THIS AD & RECEIVE $1.00 OFF
PARKING MONDAY THRU THURSDAY

FRIENDSHIPFRIENDSHIP
FLEA MARKETFLEA MARKET

Friendship, Indiana

June 10 - 18, 2023
1 mile east of  town, St. Rd. 62

812-667-5645

LIVE ENTERTAINMENTLIVE ENTERTAINMENT::
Crossfi re Band, June 9, 8-Midnight
Linda Smith Band, June 10, 7-11 PM

Keith Swinney Band, June 16-17, 8-Midnight
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Pool Hours
12pm - 6pm May 27 - Aug 6

12pm - 6pm Weekends in August - pending 
lifeguard availability.

Pool will be available for limited number of 
after hour private pool rentals. Individuals 
interested should contact the park office.

 The Versailles State Park pool area boasts a large pool with a small area for little children, a curvy, 
fun slide and two diving boards. It has a house to change clothes and more. It’s the ideal spot to come 
with family and friends or maybe to rent out the space for your own private party.

Subscribe today for online 
and/or in print 

at ripleynews.com 
or call 812-689-6364.

Ripley Publishing 
Company

home of the Osgood Journal 
and  The Versailles Republican
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