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Keep It Kleen Car Wash
• WashWorld

Razor Wash With Dryer
• Spot Free
Final Rinse

1124 N SR 229 & 1142 Tekulve • 812.933.0291 • Open 24/7

Firepower AutomotiveFirepower Automotive
Guarantee to meet or beat any Guarantee to meet or beat any 

credited competitiors!credited competitiors!

(765) 389-3588 | 4483 S Co Rd 350 W,Versailles, IN

*Military, Police, Healthcare, Fire *Military, Police, Healthcare, Fire 
Department, Senior 10% OFFDepartment, Senior 10% OFF

Areas Served Central and Southeastern Indiana
Batesville, Brookville, Greensburg, Milan, Oldenburg, Versailles

• Auto Repair & Mechanical Work 
• Tires & Wheel Alignment
• Deer Hits & Collisions 
• Auto Glass  • Window Tiniting
• Brakes, Tires, Shocks, Struts, Wheel  
  Alignment • Auto Paint & Body

903 W SR 46, Batesville, IN
812-934-4629

triccc@etczone.com
Cyndi & Robbie

Sizemore
Owners
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1321 S Adams St.Versailles
(812) 689-6697

Auto • Home • Farm • Business
Quotes Always Free - Contact Us Today

www.hollandinsagency.com

ashley@hollandinsagency.com CARLS AUTOMOTIVE CENTER INC.
Tire Sales, Wrecker Service

(812) 689-3534

Carl Mullikin,
OWNER

930 S. Buckeye St.
Osgood, IN 47037

Complete Auto Repair
Guaranteed Service
Used Car Sales

www.whitewatermotorcompany.com
812-654-9000 | 800-654-9002812-654-9000 | 800-654-9002

“The Most Trusted Name In The Car Business”
Located at 200 Indian Trail, Milan, IN

In� ation has been a hot topic for several years, as the cost of everything 
from groceries to gas to housing has increased considerably since 2019. Cars 
are no exception to that phenomenon, and anyone who has purchased a new 
car over the last half decade likely experienced some sticker shock when they 
started their search for a new vehicle. Data from Kelley Blue Book indicates 
the average cost of a new car was $37,590 in 2019. By 2023, the average cost 
had risen to $47,899. � at marks an increase of more than 27 percent in a 
four-year period. 

Cars are indeed a signi� cant investment, which underscores the impor-
tance of vehicle maintenance. Maintenance is more than just tending to 
what’s under the hood. Tires also require drivers’ attention, as aging, dam-
aged tires pose a safety risk that also compromise vehicle performance. Tires 
are easily overlooked, but the following are four signs tires need to be re-
placed.

1. Worn tread: � e automotive experts at AutoZone® note that tread depth 
is the most prevalent indicator that a tire needs to be replaced. AutoZone® 
notes that tread depth should always be at least 2⁄32 of an inch throughout 
the tire. Depth should be measured across the tread and around the circum-
ference. If the tread is at or below 2⁄32 of an inch, the tire should be replaced.

2. Bulges, gouges or cracks: Geico® notes that a de� ated tire bulges at the 
sides, and that can compromise the safety of everyone in the vehicle. Au-
toZone® says bulges occur when air gets between the inner liner and outer 
rubber layers, which can happen a� er hitting a curb or driving over a sizable 
pothole. A gouge or cut that is deeper than the outer layer of the tire also 
necessitates replacement.

3. Poor grip: Drivers may be able to feel certain tire problems, including 
poor grip, while driving. In such instances, tires may feel as though they 
are slipping. � e tire experts at Firestone note that low tread can reduce tire 
traction and cause wheels to slip, which may be more noticeable when ac-
celerating from a stop or driving on wet roads. Drivers who feel their tires are 
slipping can test the tread and replace tires that are low.

4. Vibration: Vibration is another issue drivers may feel rather than see. 
And identifying the cause requires noting where the vibrations are felt. 
Geico® notes that a feeling of vibration or thumping that feels like it’s coming 
from under the seats may indicate the tires are not balanced. A suspension 
issue could be to blame if the steering wheel feels like it’s vibrating. Either 
feeling should be brought to the attention of a mechanic immediately.

Tire issues a� ect vehicle performance and compromise the safety of driv-
ers, their passengers and fellow motorists. When vehicles are not performing 
at peak capacity, drivers should not overlook various tire issues as a potential 
cause of such troubles.  SC243721

Road trips remind drivers of just how thrilling the open road can be. For 
millions of individuals, nothing provides a sense of escapism as e� ectively as 
the open road.

� ough road trips can be liberating, they do not allow a complete escape 
from reality, something drivers realize when the time comes to � ll up the gas 
tank. Gas prices fell considerably by mid-December 2023, dipping to an aver-
age of $3.12 per gallon of regular by the middle of that month according to 
data from AAA. � at marked a signi� cant decline from just a month earlier, 
when prices for a gallon of regular gas averaged $3.36. But drivers know 
prices can spike just as quickly as they drop, so it pays dividends to recognize 
strategies to conserve fuel. Such strategies can be especially bene� cial for 
drivers about to embark on a road trip.

• Slow down. Pushing the pedal to the medal might be a romantic, if un-
safe, notion of how to drive on a road trip. But that approach can be costly 
at the pump. According to the U.S. Department of Energy, every � ve miles 
per hour motorists drive over 50 miles per hour is the equivalent of paying 
$0.30 more per gallon of gas. � at estimate is based on a gallon of gas costing 
$4.32, but drivers can still conserve a considerable amount of fuel by slowing 
down.

• Steer clear of city driving. � e stop-and-go tra�  c that is a hallmark of city 
driving can compromise fuel e�  ciency. � e O�  ce of Energy E�  ciency & 
Renewable Energy notes that rapid acceleration and braking, which is hard to 
avoid when driving through cities with lots of stoplights and pedestrians, can 
lower gas mileage by as much as 40 percent.

• Avoid roo� op cargo. Roo� op cargo boxes might be a necessity when a car 
is packed with passengers. But these luxuries come at a steep cost. A study 
from the Oak Ridge National Laboratory found that roo� op cargo boxes can 
reduce fuel e�  ciency by as much as 17 percent on the highway and as much 
as 25 percent on interstates where drivers drive at speeds between 65 and 
75 miles per hour. � e DOE reports that rear-mount cargo boxes are much 
more e�  cient, so drivers looking to conserve fuel may want to pack light 
and/or opt for rear-mount cargo boxes instead of roo� op boxes.

• Utilize cruise control. � e auto manufacturer Kia estimates that utiliz-
ing the cruise control function on a vehicle can save drivers as much as 14 
percent on fuel. Cruise control is not advisable when driving in cities or on 
roads with stoplights. However, when driving on interstates, driving at the 
same continuous speed helps drivers avoid constant accelerations and decel-
erations, which compromise fuel e�  ciency.

When the open road beckons, drivers can make their road trips more af-
fordable by implementing various strategies to conserve fuel.  SC243726at 
peak capacity, drivers should not overlook various tire issues as a potential 
cause of such troubles.  SC243721



Page 6 The Versailles Republican Thursday, March 7, 2024

�������������������������������������������������������

286 Central Ave. 
Batesville, IN

812-934-5066
kochautoparts.com

Mon-Fri 
6:30 AM to 5:30 PM

Sat 
7:00 AM to Noon

How to protect your How to protect your 
vehicle’s paint jobvehicle’s paint job

Drivers go to great 
lengths to ensure what’s 
under the hood of their 
vehicles is well taken 
care of. But it’s equally 
bene� cial to tend to the 
exterior of a vehicle, in-
cluding its paint job.

According to Popu-
lar Mechanics, oxida-
tion can adversely a� ect 
iron-based metals. � at 
can put vehicles in jeop-
ardy and take signi� -
cant time o�  their life 
expectancy. � e good 
news is that rust and 
other issues that can 
a� ect a vehicle’s paint 
job and appearance 
are typically avoidable. 
� at should be music 
to the ears of new ve-
hicle owners, who likely 
need no reminder of the 
sizable � nancial invest-
ment required to drive 
o�  the lot with a fresh 
set of wheels. Drivers 
who want their cars and 
trucks to maintain their 
looks over the long haul 
can consider these sim-
ple strategies to protect 
their paint jobs.

• Make car washes 
part of your vehicle 
maintenance routine. 
Seasoned drivers are 
undoubtedly familiar 
with the conventional 
wisdom surrounding 
oil change intervals, but 
those same motorists 
may not recognize the 
importance of routine 
car washes. Over time, 
contaminants such as 
pollen, dust and pollu-
tion can settle on a vehi-
cle’s exterior, potentially 
jeopardizing the paint 
job. Routine car washes 
can prevent such dam-
age and help a car look 
like it was just driven o�  
the lot.

• Wax the exterior of 
the vehicle. � e auto-
motive experts at Car-
fax® report that waxing 

is a signi� cant and sim-
ple way to protect vehi-
cle paint. Carfax® notes 
that certain paste waxes 
contain mild abrasives 
that help remove � ne 
scratches from painted 
surfaces. Wax also can 
protect paint jobs from 
fading related to expo-
sure to ultraviolet rays. 
� at’s especially note-
worthy for drivers who 
do not routinely park 
their cars in a garage.

• Use a car cover. Car 
covers may or may not 
be practical for cars 
drivers use every day, 
but they are an e� ective 
way to protect a paint 
job from the elements. 
Drivers who have a spare 
car they rarely drive or 
even those who do not 
drive their primary ve-
hicle a lot each day can 
purchase a universal-� t 
car cover or a premium 
cover designed speci� -
cally for their vehicles. 
Car covers protect paint 
jobs from ultraviolet 
rays and the elements 
and may reduce the 
need for more frequent 
trips to the car wash.

• Park in the shade, 
but choose spots wisely. 
Parking in the shade 
may protect vehicles 

from the ultraviolet 
rays of the sun, but it’s 
important that driv-
ers pick the right shady 
spot to park their cars 
and trucks. A shade tree 
might seem like a great 
ally to vehicle owners, 
but if birds nest or rest 
in the tree, drivers could 
be exposing their cars to 
bird droppings. � at’s 
no small threat, as bird 
droppings are high in 
uric acid, which quickly 
damage a vehicle’s exte-
rior. Parking directly be-
neath a tree also might 
expose the paint job to 
sap or fallen leaves or 
berries, each of which 
can adversely vehicle 
exteriors. If you plan to 
park in the shade to pro-
tect the paint job, ide-
ally choose a spot that is 
not directly beneath the 
tree.

A well-maintained 
paint job can improve 
the appearance and life 
expectancy of a vehicle, 
which is something 
drivers should keep in 
mind as they hope to 
get the most out of their 
automotive investment.  
SC243723

 Sport utility vehicles (SUVs) may never be as 
fuel-e�  cient as more traditional cars, but one segment 
of the SUV market has made great strides in relation 
to fuel e�  ciency since the turn of the century. Data 
from the Environmental Protection Agency’s 2020 
EPA Automotive Trends Report indicated the small 
SUV segment had the greatest improvement of fuel 
economy among all vehicle segments between 2000 
and 2020. Average fuel economy among small SUVs 
increased by 65 percent during that period, which 
began with such vehicles getting 17.9 miles per gallon 
of gas and ended with them averaging 29.5 miles per 
gallon. � e Chevrolet Equinox FWD, the Ford Edge 
FWD, the Hyundai Kona FWD, the Jeep Cherokee 
FWD, and the Mazda CX-30 2WD are among the 
vehicles that are categorized as small SUVs.  
SC243727

Did you know?
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