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Stop by and see us to make your 
camping trip a real catch!

* Live Bait
*Mulch by the Scoop
*Fresh Produce all Summer 
  (Grown Locally)

*Mulch by the Scoop

Historic Pathway US 50 
Milian IN (Elrod)

Grandpa’s Live Bait

Gilpin Monuments
Engraving Memories of the HeartEngraving Memories of the Heart

for over 30 yearsfor over 30 years
Monument Builders

Custom Design • Laser Etching • Cemetery Lettering
Low Prices • Large Display • Guaranteed Work

Family Owned and Operated
Bryan Gilpin, Owner

610 S. Adams St. • Versailles
812-689-6188 • www.gilpinmonument.com

Dog Grooming and 
Boarding services 

VersaillesCorner of US 50 & St. Rd. 129, Versailles
812-689-6984 or 800-846-9835

www.laugheryvalleyvet.com
lvvh@yourvetdoc.com
Find us on Facebook!

Open Monday through Saturday

Above left: Picture of “Willow” – Carson quotes “What 
a lovely encounter I had with this fawn at Versailles 
State Park.”

Above right: Picture of “Guardian in the Rain” – Car-
son quotes “Bald eagle drenched in a summer shower….
This park will always have a special place in my heart, 
it is really what got me hooked on wildlife photography.  
I just want to show people what all this wonderful place 
has to offer!”

 About Our Cover…
 The cover photo along with the other wildlife photos 
throughout this edition of the Versailles State Park 2024 
supplement to The Versailles Republican feature photos 
taken by Carson Hughes, local teen photographer, who 
lost his life in a tragic accident in The Versailles State 
Park Lake in March of this year. He was an up-and-coming 
photographer known to thousands who admired and 
purchased his work.  This 40th edition of Ripley Publishing 
Co.’s Versailles State Park special section is dedicated to 
the memory of Carson and the many lives he touched in 
his short time on earth. He was a one-of-a-kind encour-
ager to those he came in contact with and will forever 
be remembered. To � nd out more, go to the website 
his family has created CarsonHughesPhotography.com. 
#BeLikeCarson
 Photos were submitted by Carson’s parents, Jason 
and Mandy Hughes.
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Annual Entrance Permit: $50
Annual Entrance Non-Resident: $70
Annual Pedestrian/Bicycle: $10
Golden Hoosier Passport: $25
(For those 65 years of age and older)

Daily Indiana Resident Gate: $7
Daily Non-Resident Gate: $9
Daily Pedestrian/Bicycle: $2

Swimming pool admission: $3/day

Annual Motorized Lake Permit: $25
Annual Non-Motorized Lake Permit: 
$5
Kayak rental:
 $10/hr., $30/day
Tandem kayak rental: $15/hr., $40/
day
Canoe/rowboat rental: $10/hr., $20/
day

Annual Off-Road Cycle Permit: $20
Daily Off-Road Cycle Permit: $5

Annual Horse Tag: $20
Daily Horse Permit: $5
Shelter rental: $30-50

Hunting and fishing licenses: varies
 Online: inhuntfish.com
 Phone: 877-463-6367

Camping: See page 6

Contact Versailles 
State Park
812-689-6424
Versailles State Park
1387 E US 50, PO Box 205
Versailles, IN 47042

Office hours*
Mon. - Fri., 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Camp store hours*
Sun. - Thur., 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Fri. - Sat., 9:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
*hours subject to change,
call ahead if planning a trip

Fees and information

Picture of “Golden Moment” – Carson quotes “This beautiful 
Great Egret is enjoying a golden moment as it’s cleaning its 
wings while sunning on a log.”
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McDonald’s Southeastern Indiana
Batesville • Greendale • Lawrenceburg • Versailles

Located on the Corner of U.S. 50 and U.S. 421 – Versailles
Nick Vanosdol Restaurant General Manager

Photos left to right.

Picture of “Golden 
Wings” – Carson 
quotes “Great blue 
heron fishing for his 
next meal in the beau-
tiful morning sun.”

Picture of “Environ-
mental Goose Court-
ship” – Carson quotes 
“The peacefulness 
of this photo is un-
matched.”

Picture of “Tomorrow 
is Coming” – Carson 
quotes “Little photo of 
the full moon I got the 
other day.  Got to meet 
John Maxwell from 
Indiana DNR and Out-
door Indiana.”
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Reservations available year-round for campsites
 To make a camping reservation, call 
866-6CAMPIN (866-622-6746) or go 
online to make reservations at www.
camp.in.gov. These are the only two 
ways to make reservations. Campers 
can make reservations Monday through 
Friday from 2 pm to 8:00 p.m. Eastern 
Standard Time and Saturday and Sun-
day between 2 pm to 5:00 p.m. You can 
log on to the internet 24 hours a day. 
Campsites can be reserved as early as 
six months in advance to the date of ar-
rival and as late as noon on the date of 
arrival.
 When you make reservations you 
will need the following information:
 1. Arrival and departure date.
 2. Name, address and phone number.
 3. Type of camping equipment you 
will be using (tent, pop-up, RV, etc.). 
With an RV you will need to know the 
total length of the rig from the front to 
the back, including the tow rig.
 4. Number in your party.

 5. Method of payment (Visa or Mas-
ter Card). Money orders are accepted if 
you are making a reservation 15 days or 
more before the date of arrival.
 6. Class A Campsites are $23 per 
night (Sun.-Wed.) and $30 (Thu.-Sat.). 
Holidays are $33 a night with required 
three night minimum. Tax is added to 
those prices.
 There is a $6 fee for making a reser-
vation. You can reserve as many camp-
sites as you like; all names are needed 
for the people reserving the campsites. 
The entire rental fee must be paid at the 
time of the reservation.

If you cancel your reservation
 Reservations are able to be canceled. 
If you cancel 8 or more days before ar-
rival a flat $10 fee will be charged (per 
reservation that is canceled). If you 
cancel between 1 and 7 days before ar-
rival then the first night’s rental fee plus 
tax will be charged as a cancellation 
fee. If you cancel on or after the day of 

arrival then you will have to pay the en-
tire rental fee. No refunds will be given 
due to inclement weather.
 A maximum of six people may oc-
cupy one campsite. Each site may have 
two tents or one camper and one small 
tent. Each campsite may have only one 
mode of transportation. The camp-
ground office is open daily from 8:30 
a.m. - 11:00 p.m. beginning Memorial 
Day until Labor Day. All visitors must 
park in the visitor parking lot. You can-
not set up for camping after 11:00 p.m. 
even if you have reservations.

Class A campgrounds
 Versailles State Park has 226 camp-
sites with an electrical outlet, 30 amp 
service, fire ring, picnic table, and 
camper pad. There is a dump station 
and water hydrant in the immediate 
area for water, but NO water hookup. 
One camping unit per campsite; you 
may have one small additional tent and 
a dining fly per site. Occupancy is lim-

ited to 14 consecutive nights. Pets must 
be caged or kept on a leash no longer 
than six (6) feet and must be attended 
at all times. Please clean up after your 
pets! Generators and other similar 
noise-producing equipment may only 
be used from 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.

Youth tent area
 This is for youth group campers un-
der 21 years of age. It is for tent camp-
ing only. Youth must have a minimum 
of 10 campers plus a sponsor. The cost 
is $2.00 per person, per night. The area 
has picnic tables and a pit toilet. You can 
make telephone reservations with cred-
it card only by calling 866-6CAMPIN 
(866-622-6746). No alcohol is allowed 
in the youth tent area.

Equestrian campgrounds
 Each equestrian campsite at Ver-
sailles State Park has a tie-up available 
for up to six horses. A daily or annual 
Horse Tag is required for each horse. 

CAMP..............Con’t Pg. 7

FLAGPOLE
LIQUORS

Now Open Sunday! 12 pm - 8 pm
Monday - Thursday 9 am - 10 pm
Friday & Saturday 9 am - 11 pm

• Large Selection of Liquor
• Beer - Cold or Warm Available

• Large Variety of Wines
• Cigarettes, Ice & Snacks

812-689-5781
U.S. 50 - Versailles
Turn right at the park entrance.

Top of the hill on the right
(Next to Stop Light)

1004 S.
Adams St.
Versailles
812 689-1182

All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Versailles

MON. - SAT.: 8 AM - 9 PM
SUNDAY: 10 AM - 8 PM

• Camp Firewood Available • Bakery
Meat Dept. • Deli • Full Line Grocery

 Fresh Cut Meat • Daily Lunch Specials
Fresh Made Pizzas • Hoagies

Fried Chicken Everyday 

InstaCart Available

 Just east of the Ver-
sailles State Park en-
trance sign off of US 
50 there is another area 
of the park that is just 
being opened to the 
public. The Bradt Nat-
ural Area takes the wil-
derness to farmland to 
managed parkland, the 
property has always 
provided resources for 
people and wildlife. 
This is the newest por-
tion of the Versailles 
State Park now open to 
the public. The beauty 
along the trails bring a 
whole new side of the 
park to view.

Bradt 
Natural 
Area
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Bridle trails are open from dawn to dusk. 
Electric campsites are $20.33 per night 
Sun.-Wed., $23.54 per night Thu.-Sat., 
and $26.75 per night on holidays, tax in-
cluded.

Check out time
 Check out time is 2:00 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 5:00 p.m. on Sun-
day and holidays. If you plan to renew 
your registration, please do so by 10:00 
a.m.

Fires and fi rewood
 Fires may be built only in the fi re rings 
provided. Collecting fi rewood in state 
parks is prohibited. Firewood from Indi-
ana may be used if all bark has been re-
moved. All other fi rewood must bear the 
USDA and/or state compliance stamp.

Trash
 The Versailles State Park has a “carry 
in/carry out” trash program. Trash bags 
are available at the main gate.

CAMP Continued from Page 6

New members 
welcome

 The Friends of Versailles State 
Park regularly welcomes new mem-
bers who enjoy supporting and recre-
ating at the park. In addition to fun-
draising and recreational activities 
like monthly hikes, the group holds 
an annual membership meeting.
 Annual memberships are open to 
individuals ($15), families ($25), and 
sponsors ($100). Lifetime member-
ships are also open to individuals 
($150) and families ($250). Regis-
tration brochures are available at the 
park offi ce and nature center during 
open hours.

Volunteerism
“A Year to Volunteer” revisited us 
in August of 2021 to help complete 
1400’ of ADA trail, build a ramp 
to the observation deck (built in 
August of 2020) and helped on nu-
merous other projects.

Nature Center - Camp Store
 Our Nature Center and Camp Store have been incorporated into one building. This 
will allow the Nature Center to be open daily with the same operating hours as camp 
store. 

www.MM48.org
manchestermetals48@gmail.com 

- Metal Roo� ng
- Metal Siding
- Complete Barn & House Packages
- Custom C.A.D. Designs
- Job-site Deliveries
- Overhead Doors
- Doors & Windows
- 6” Seamless Gutters

Everything For Your Next Building & Roo� ng Project!

Picture of “Otter on a Log” – Carson quotes “Before this river otter crawled up on this 
log for a nap, this little guy put on quite the show for me! I spent around 1.5 hours in the 
water while 6 fi sh were caught in this little otters hunting session.”
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Thu. - Sat.  June 6-8  County Plein Air Paint Out                     
Saturday  July 6  Firework Show
Saturday   July 27  Christmas in July
Fri. & Sun.  Sept. 27-29  11th Annual Hassmerfest.
Saturday  Oct. 19  Halloween Spooktacular I
Saturday  Oct. 26  Halloween Spooktacular II
Saturday June 29 Mammoth March

SPECIAL EVENTS FOR 2024

Picture of “Undistracted” – Carson quotes “Kayaked right next to these Great 
Egrets while looking for food and cleaning its wings.”

Picture of “What’s In the Fog” – Carson quotes “Cormorants sitting on this log 
during a foggy morning.”

Picture of “Juvenile Eagle” – Carson quotes “This beautiful juvenile eagle is 
watching intently at its surroundings as it rests on a branch.”

Pool Hours
12pm - 6pm May 25 - Aug 3

12pm - 6pm Weekends in August - pending lifeguard availability.

Pool will be available for limited number of after hour private 

pool rentals. Individuals interested should contact the park office.
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 There are 140 known pests and pathogens that can be 
moved in firewood. To conserve Hoosier forests and 
campground shade trees, please adhere to a few rules. 
You can bring firewood from any tree species into a state 
park, reservoir, state forest, or state fish and wildlife area 
if:
• It is from your home in Indiana and all bark has been 

removed. Remove a half-inch of sapwood beneath 
the bark, too, if possible. 

• It is bundled and bears a USDA compliance stamp.
• It is purchased from a local firewood vendor outside 

the property and has the state compliance stamp.
• It is purchased from the property camp store or on-

site firewood vendor and has the state compliance 
stamp.

• The firewood is kiln-dried scrap lumber with no bark.

Visit firewood.dnr.in.gov for more information

Firewood on
DNR Properties

Picture of “Versailles State Park Bridge” – Carson quotes “I never knew this bridge could take a picture 
to another level.”
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LIQUOR, WINE & BEER SALES
Family Owned • Celebrating over 50 years in business!

WELCOME CAMPERS!
• Large Selection of Liquor • Beer Cave - Extremely Cold Beer!

• Low Case Prices on Cold & Warm Beer • Great Selection of Bourbon
• Ice • Large Variety of Wines • Snacks Also Available • Hoosier Cash Lotto

ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES WITH
FRIENDLY SERVICE!

Come visit our convenient location in Dillsboro, IN, east of the Versailles
State Park, just off U.S. 50 for great low prices on all alcoholic beverages.

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9 am - 9 pm • Fri. & Sat. 9 am - 10 pm

Picture of “Bambi” – Carson quotes “Man if only I 
was able to just look through these beautiful crea-
ture’s eyes for just some moments of their lives.”

Picture of “Gold Fills the 
Air” – Carson quotes “A 
great blue heron finding 
some peace and quiet during 
this beautiful spring morn-
ing at Versailles State Park!”

Cutter’s Mower Repair
4505 Downey Ridge Rd, Rising Sun, IN 47040

Mon - Thur 8 am to 5 pm
Friday 8 am to 3:30 pm  Saturday 8am to noon
812-667-5885   www.cuttermowerrepair.com

Save up to 
$500 off *

Purchase of New
Country Clipper 

MowerWho is eligible?
Current and retired members of the United 
States Military, Police, Fire, Paramedic or 
EMT services.
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THE RESERVATIONTHE RESERVATION
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT

Join us for our scrumptious
breakfast, lunch & dinner!

~ DAILY SPECIALS ~
MONDAY TO SATURDAY 

7 A.M. TO 8 P.M.

812-654-2224
Corner of S.R. 350 & 101

Milan, IN

Also plan for: Sept. 14-22, 2024
Call ahead for camping reservations.

www.friendshipfl eamarket.com
 859-341-9188

BRING THIS AD & RECEIVE $1.00 OFF
PARKING MONDAY THRU THURSDAY

FRIENDSHIPFRIENDSHIP
FLEA MARKETFLEA MARKET

Friendship, Indiana

June 8 - 16, 2024
1 mile east of  town, St. Rd. 62

812-667-5645

LIVE ENTERTAINMENTLIVE ENTERTAINMENT::
Rock Steady Band, June 7, 8-Midnight
Linda Smith Band, June 8, 8-Midnight

Renegades, June 14-15, 8-Midnight

Fishing, Camping,
Hunting Supplies, 

Guns & Ammo
Indoor Archery Range

821 S. Adams St,
Versailles, IN
(812) 609-4064

Mon.-Tues. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Closed Wednesdays

Thurs.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sun. 12 noon - 4 p.m.

Mon.-Tues. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Thurs.-Fri. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

10 Saratoga Dr, 
Batesville, IN 
(812) 609-4064
Mon. 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Closed Tuesdays
Wed.-Thu - 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Fri. 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sun. Noon - 4 p.m.

* LIVE BAIT *

BROWN &BROWN &
KRESS, D.D.S.KRESS, D.D.S.

Christopher R. Brown, D.D.S.
Daniel J. Kress, D.D.S.

Call for your dental appointment today!
(812) 689-5151

Family Dentistry, TMJ & Facial, Pain Diagnosis 
& Rehabilitation

823 S. Adams Versailles, IN 47042
www.brownandkressdds.com

Come check out the trails at
Versailles State Park

ITRA 
Trail Riders Association 

“O�  cal Page” 

camp.IN.gov
www.intrailriders.org
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