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PLATINUM $1000 +
Jessop Amusements • Versailles Tyson Fund • Rising Sun Regional Foundation 

Ripley County Community Foundation • Town of Versailles • Ripley County Tourism Bureau 
Chozen Designs • Ripley Publishing Company • McGuire Leasing LLC

Rolling Pin Catering • Airwave Networks LLC. • WRBI Radio • Eagle Country 99.3
Negangard Tent and Party Rental LLC • Michael Eddy’s Pizza • Zimmer Tractor Inc
Civista Bank • � e Friendship State Bank • Holman Septic Tank Sales & Ready Mix

Mirrus Corporation/Versailles Farm & Garden • Eye Care Group • Halcomb Home Center
Tom Tepe Auto Center/Car County, Inc. • � e Napoleon State Bank  

First Financial Bank • Ivy Tech Community College
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GOLD $500
Proud Moments Custom Engraving LLC • Gilpin Monuments • Gooseberry Flowers & Gi�  Shop
Crossroads Family Restaurant • Margaret Mary Health • Versailles IGA • Casey’s General Store

Woolum Real Estate • Edward Jones - Ryan Holcomb • Ohio Rod Products • Southeastern Indiana REMC 
• Encore Insurance Group • French Land Surveying • Southern Ripley Ministerial Association

Janet’s Diner Inc. • American Legion Post 173 • Ha�   Contracting and Construction LLC  
Beck Properties • Groen Family McDonald’s

SILVER $250
S-Curve Greenhouse • Beiler’s Septic/Excavating/Concrete • Stratton Karsteter Funeral Home • Osgood Grub Company

Pollard’s Bowl & Po’s Pub • Hardy Insurance Group • A� ordable Tax Service • Brown & Kress DDS • Emily’s Brew Co� ee Co
Morrison Excavating LLC • 3C Automotive & 3C Express • Gold Star Chili • Twisted Wrench • Holland Insurance Agency

Meisberger Real Estate • Schuerman Law Firm • Flagpole Liquors • Realty Exchange - Mary Ann Wise Castner
Versailles Quick Pix/Hedrich Petroleum, Corp. • Main Street Versailles • Mike Holman Excavating • � e White Rabbit Lounge

BRONZE $100
Gray Farms • Ferrell Gas • RJE II Inc • Southeastern Water Systems • � orton’s Motorcycle Sales • � e Reservation Restaurant
Versailles Dairy Queen •  � e Quilter’s Nook, Inc. • Laughery Valley Veterinary Hospital • Whitewater Motor Company, Inc.
Versailles NAPA • Steinhardt Enterprises • Wayne’s Meats • Meisberger’s Kwiki Car Wash • DogWatch of Southeast Indiana 

Rayburns Service Center • Creigmile Farms • John & Jo Santen • Witkemper Insurance Group - David Baugh
Voldico LLC • Traveling Boutique • Fisk Construction • Tax Services & More Inc • Fred Neal - Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance

Hummel-Meisberger Insurance • Southeast Powerwash LLC
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Rachel Holt

Safe in the Harbor

Faith Lafary

Josh Wells Jordan Dermody 
& Dermody Lane

Battle on the Border Pro Wrestling

Texas StarSunday Drive



WEDNESDAY
RIDES OPEN

5:00 p.m.
		  Tickets will be available at South Ripley, Jac-Cen-
Del and Milan Schools, and at Versailles IGA, Ripley Pub-
lishing Company, Friendship State Bank, First Financial 
Bank and Civista Bank in Versailles.
	 No advance tickets will be sold after Wednesday morn-
ing, September 25.

OPENING CEREMONIES
6:00 p.m.

	 The Versailles Pumpkin Show will be opened with the 
National Anthem and an opening prayer.

LIVE MUSIC
Music by Faith Lafary

6:15 - 6:45 p.m.
KING & QUEEN CONTEST

7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
	 The annual King & Queen Contest will begin at 7:00 p.m. 
Contestants are from high schools in the area. Each school 
selects one senior girl and one senior boy in a manner of 
its own choosing.
	 First Financial Bank will present each contestant with 
a gift and the king and queen will be presented with a $500 
scholarship from the Versailles Lions Club and a $1,000 
scholarship from Ivy Tech. The Gooseberry Flower and Gift 
Shop will provide corsages for all of the queen contestants 
and a bouquet of roses for the queen.  The Kings will receitve 
boutonneires. Chozen Designs will give a special Pumpkin 
Show shirt to each contestant. Proud Moments will give a 
memento picture frame. 
	 Cory Lanham will emcee the event.  
	 The king & queen and their court will be asked to ride 
on the Lions Club float in formal attire at the head of the 
parade on Saturday morning.
	 All contestants are to meet at the Tyson Methodist 
Church at 9:30 a.m.

LIVE MUSIC
Rachel Holt

8:30 - 9:30 p.m.

2

THURSDAY
RIDES OPEN

5:00 p.m.
WRISTBAND NIGHT

6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
BAKING CONTEST RESULTS

5:45 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
	 Just before the Princess & Prince Contest, Main Street 
Versailles will announce the winners of the Pumpkin Baking 
Contest. 
	 All entries are to be brought to the Versailles Community 
Center, 126 North Main Street, Versailles, on Thursday, 
September 26 between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.	
   The “Best Baker Award” will receive $100 along with a 
commemorative plaque and an apron.   The winners will 
be announced and awarded their prizes on stage Thursday 
evening and have their photo taken for the newspaper.
  First, second and third place prizes will be awarded in 
each category: Pumpkin Pies, Pumpkin Bread & Muffins; 
Pumpkin Cakes, Cupcakes and Cake Rolls; Pumpkin Cook-
ies and Misc. Pumpkin Goodies.
		  The baking contest for kids is open to ages 8 to 17.    
Kids can enter any pumpkin goods including pies, cakes, 
breads and cookies, and misc.  All categories will be judged 
together.  The winner of this contest will receive: 1st place, 
$25 cash and an apron; 2nd place, $15 cash; and 3rd place, $10 
cash. 
  A bake sale will be held Thursday, September 26 in the 
Versailles Community Center from noon to 1 p.m. and from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Proceeds to benefit beautification and 
development efforts in Versailles.

PRINCE & PRINCESS CONTEST
7:00 p.m.

	 Ripley Publishing Company will be sponsoring the 60th 

annual Pumpkin Show Princess Contest and the 36th annual 
Prince Contest Thursday night at 7:00 p.m.
	 Each public and parochial grade school in Ripley County 
chooses a girl and boy in the first grade to enter the contest.
	 The evening will begin with a parade with a float carry-
ing the contestants, led by the Versailles Police Department 
and the South Ripley Junior High band. The parade will 

get underway at the Ripley Publishing Company office on 
Washington Street and will end at the stage on the square.
	 The contestants will be interviewed individually in front 
of the crowd by Rob Lafary, Sports Writer for the Osgood 
Journal  and The Versailles Republican. They will be judged 
on their appearance and personality. He will be assisted by 
Amy Davidson, Advertising Manager for Ripley Publishing.
	 The contestants will also ride in the parade on Saturday 
morning.

34TH ANNUAL PUMPKIN SHOW
PIE EATING CONTEST

Following the Prince and Princess Contest
	 Immediately following the Prince and Princess Contest, 
Ripley Publishing Company will hold the Annual Pumpkin 
Pie Eating Contest. Two students from Milan, South Ripley,  
Batesville, Jac-Cen-Del high schools and the Southeastern 
Career Center, will compete to see who can eat the most 
pumpkin pie in one minute without utensils! The pies are 
donated by Rolling Pin Catering.
	 $50 will be presented to the boy and girl who can eat the 
most pie. Everyone will receive a coupon for a Blizzard 
from the Versailles Dairy Queen. Come out and cheer on 
the students from your school.

LIVE MUSIC
Josh Wells

8:15 - 9:45 p.m.

FRIDAY
RIDES OPEN

5:00 p.m.
LIVE MUSIC

Music by Mr. T’s Mohawk 
5:30-6:30 p.m.

Texas Star 
6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

2024 Pumpkin Show Schedule
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Wed.-Thurs. 
11am-1pm  •  4pm-8pm

Friday
11am-1pm  •  4pm-9pm

Saturday 
11am-9pm

Sunday 
11am-8pm

Hometown pizza and specialty sandwich shop ready to serve you in our friendly atmosphere.Hometown pizza and specialty sandwich shop ready to serve you in our friendly atmosphere.

812-750-8050
508 South Adams St.

Versailles, IN 47042

Proud Sponsor of the 
2024 Versailles Pumpkin Show



EXHIBITS
 Check out the new categories this year including the 
children under 12 category. The Lions Club building on the 
square will be open for viewing of the crafts after 5:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday and after the parade on 
Saturday. All items can be picked up after 3:30 p.m. on Satur-
day.

Entry rules and regulations
 1.  All entries are free.  No entries will be retained.
 2.  Positively all agricultural articles entered for competition 
under control of the Lions Club shall be removed no earlier 
than 3:30 p.m. Saturday.
 3.  The Lions Club will use every possible precaution for 
protection of all exhibits but will not be responsible for any 
loss or damage.
 4. The executive committee reserves the right to interpret 
all rules and to decide any question arising therefrom.
ATTENTION:
 5.  Exhibits of Home Arts, Flowers, and Baked and 
Canned Goods are to be brought in on Wednesday from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Lions Club Building (formerly Spencer 
Tyson) on the courthouse square. Exhibits will be judged, 
then open to the public at 5:00 p.m. Exhibits in this depart-
ment are released at 3:30 p.m. Saturday.
 6.  Contestants interfering with the judges before or while 
judging will forfeit their rights to prizes.
 7.  First prize will be a Blue Ribbon, second prize a red 
ribbon and third prize a white ribbon.
 8.  Prizes will be issued at 3:30 p.m. on Saturday for Home 
Arts.   Upon presentation of this order by the treasurer, at the 
secretaryʼs hand, the prizes will be paid in cash.  Where there 
are exceptions, prizes will be mailed.
 9. In case of a tie on an entry, prize is to be divided.
  10.  The Lions Club will endeavor to furnish entertainment 
and amusement for the benefi t of the public and invites the 
public to the fullest privileges and enjoyment of the occasion, 
but should any accident or injuries to person or property occur, 
The Lions Club will in no way be responsible for any loss or 
damage that may be sustained by any person.
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 Off street overfl ow 
parking has been arranged 
for those attending the 
Versailles Pumpkin Show 
on parade day Saturday, 
September 28.
 A large grass lot has 
been made available by 
McGuire Leasing LLC. 
Turn south onto an un-
named street that goes to 
the Department of Child 
Services offi ces.
 This large grass park-
ing lot will hold a large 
number of cars/trucks for 
those wishing to attend 
the Pumpkin Show pa-
rade and are unable to fi nd 
street parking.
 The access entrance to 
this parking lot is halfway 
between Crossroads Res-
taurant and Quickpix Gas 
Station on US 50 on the 
west side of Versailles.

No parking fee!
Large lot to help with
parade day parking

 Signs will be posted to 
assist motorists in locating 
the entrance to this park-
ing lot.  Once patrons are 
parked they are asked to 
walk a short distance north 
to the John Paul Street 
junction with US 50 and 
cross at that location only.
 Versailles Lions Club 
members are working with 
the Town of Versailles to 
have this parking lot well 
maintained.  Parking at 
this location is free.
 Also, keep in mind 
that street parking will be 
limited on the west side of 
Versailles on parade day 
because of the space need-
ed to stage numerous fl oat 
entries and to have parking 
available for out of town 
band buses.

2 entries per family (household), but only one entry will be 
eligible for an award. 3) All shrink wrap or any other type of 
covering or wrapping on pumpkins must be removed from 
pumpkin immediately after arrival or it will be disqualifi ed. 
4) Chemical residues and soil must be cleaned from the 
pumpkin surface prior to arrival for the protection of lifters 
and spectators. 5) Each pumpkin must be sound, healthy 
and undamaged. 6) Entries must be free of rot, holes and/or 
cracks through to the interior of the cavity, chemical residues 
and serious soft spots. Cracks, holes and openings shall be 
free of any foreign material. 7) The judges will probe any 
crack, hole or holes and/or opening into the pumpkin which 
visually appears to extend into the interior cavity. A 36” 
by 1/16” probe will be used to probe any suspect cracks, 
openings or holes. Probe will be provided by the judge. 8) 
An opening where the probe meets no resistance into the 
interior cavity will disqualify the pumpkin from the compe-
tition. 9) The judges will supervise weighing and have the 
right to fully inspect all entries before the offi cial weight 
is announced. Refusal to allow thorough inspection of the 
pumpkin will result in disqualifi cation. 10) Pumpkins must 
clear the scale in sound condition in order for the weight to 
be offi cial and to be eligible for prize money. 11) Length of 
the vine coming from the stem shall not exceed more than 
1”. 12) In the event of ties, prize money for that placing will 
be combined and split equally. 13) Pumpkins are to be on 
display before and during the weigh off for spectators to 
enjoy. 14) The decision of the judges is fi nal.

HEAVIEST PUMPKIN PRIZES
  1st  2nd  3rd
Heaviest Pumpkin, 
 Open Class $700 $400 $300
Heaviest Pumpkin 
 Open Class Youth $200 $100 $75

NATIONAL ANTHEM
10:30 a.m. performed by Safe in the Harbor

PARADE
10:30 a.m.

 The parade will begin on Tyson Street near the old Tyson 
School building. The route will turn left on Water Street, 
turn right on Washington, then turn left at the Versailles 
Baptist Church and continue as usual.  Entries can be made 
by appearing on Saturday morning and picking up an entry 
card at parade headquarters by the Tyson  Methodist Church.  
There will be no parking along the parade route after 2:00 
a.m. The parade will be emceed by Jane Rogers and Rob 
Moorehead. 
 Marchers are asked to please hand out candy and not 
throw it into the crowd.  Floats or marchers that violate this 
rule and are brought to the attention of the Lions Club will 
not be allowed to take part in future parades.  We ask that 
you help the Lions Club protect the community children.
 Due to an ever increasing number of parade entries and a 
decline in the amount of area we have to line up the parade, 
the Lions are asking that all entries limit themselves to no 
more than three cars, trucks, machinery, etc.  The Lions 
appreciate your continued support and participation in the 
Versailles Pumpkin Show and thank you in advance for your 
cooperation in this matter.

PARADE PRIZES
  1st  2nd
Best Float $200
Youth Organization Float $80 $40
Organization Floats $80 $40
Religious  Organization Floats $80 $40
Agri-Business Floats  $80 $40
Business Floats $80 $40

FACEPAINTING
by South Ripley Art club from the time of parade until 

early afternoon.
RIDES OPEN

11:30 a.m.
GIANT PUMPKIN WINNERS

& AWARDS PRESENTED

12:15 - 12:45  p.m.
ENTERTAINMENT

Battle on the Border Pro Wrestling Event
1:15 - 3:15 p.m.

LIVE MUSIC
Jordan Dermody and Dermody Lane

3:30 - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Drive
7:30 - 9:45 p.m

PUMPKIN CHUNKIN CONTEST
South Ripley Science Class of Lindsey Hafft

5:00 p.m.

SUNDAY
COMMUNITY CHURCH SERVICE

Holdsworth Pavilion
Southern Ripley Ministerial Association

12:30 p.m.

FLOWER DEPARTMENT
  1st  2nd  3rd
Miniature Arrangement $15 $10 $5
Table Arrangement $15 $10 $5
House Plant $15 $10 $5
Single Bloom - Any Flower $15 $10 $5
Single Bloom - Rose $15 $10 $5

HOME ARTS AND CRAFTS
  1st  2nd  3rd
Crochet Piece $15 $10 $5
Crochet Afghan $15 $10 $5
Crochet Baby Afghan $15 $10 $5
Knit Piece $15 $10 $5
Knit Afghan $15 $10 $5
Knit Baby Afghan $15 $10 $5
Pieced Quilt Hand Quilted $15 $10 $5
Pieced Quilt Machine Quilted $15 $10 $5
Quilted Table Accents $15 $10 $5
Quilted Wall Hanging $15 $10 $5
Appliqued Quilt $15 $10 $5
Embroidered Quilt $15 $10 $5
Cross Stitch Quilt $15 $10 $5
Counted Cross Stitch Piece $15 $10 $5
Embroidered Piece $15 $10 $5
Handmade Clothing $15 $10 $5
Handmade Purse $15 $10 $5
Handmade Jewelry $15 $10 $5
Fall Decoration $15 $10 $5
Christmas Decoration $15 $10 $5
Doll Making & Clothes $15 $10 $5
Children Under 12 Craft $15 $10 $5
Miscellaneous Craft $15 $10 $5
Stained Glass & Woodworking $15 $10 $5
Best of Show $50

BAKED & CANNED GOODS
  Canned products must be in standard containers.

  1st  2nd  3rd
Baked Pumpkin Pie $15 $10 $5
Baked Pumpkin Product $15 $10 $5
Misc. Pumpkin Product $15 $10 $5
Loaf of Bread $15 $10 $5
Fancy Yeast Bread $15 $10 $5
Apple Pie $15 $10 $5
Dozen Assorted Cookies $15 $10 $5
Decorated Cake $15 $10 $5
Sponge or Angel Food Cake $15 $10 $5
Glass of Jelly $15 $10 $5
Glass of Jam $15 $10 $5
Can of Tomatoes $15 $10 $5
Can of Pickles $15 $10 $5
Can of Fruit $15 $10 $5
Can of Beans $15 $10 $5
Can of Vegetables $15 $10 $5
Can of Juice $15 $10 $5
Can of Salsa $15 $10 $5
Children Under 12 Misc. Baking $15 $10 $5

SATURDAY
LIVE MUSIC
Safe in the Harbor
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.

ATTENTION PUMPKIN GROWERS
 Pumpkin growers, bring your giant pumpkins to Gilpin 
Monuments on Saturday, September 28, between 8:00 a.m. 
and 10:00 a.m. Gilpin Monuments is located at 610 S. Ad-
ams Street, one block south of the stoplight, in Versailles. 
All pumpkins will be on a trailer and will follow the parade 
at the end. Pumpkins will be weighed at the stage, where 

B&H PUMPINGB&H PUMPING
SERVICE, LLCSERVICE, LLC

(812) 667-6447

THE QUILTER’S NOOK
Creative Quilting &

 Sewing Center

82 Hill Street 
Versailles, IN 47042

812-689-0980
www.thequiltersnook.com

Stop in for a wide variety of classes! 
Chris Combs, Owner • 82 Hill Street, Versailles

(812) 689-4262
306 S. Walnut St. Osgood, IN
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336 N. Buckeye St. Osgood, IN
(812) 689-4401 • (800) 221-9731

GENERAL CONTRACTORS & GENERAL CONTRACTORS & 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGERSCONSTRUCTION MANAGERS
305 S. John Street - Batesville 305 S. John Street - Batesville 
812-934-2105812-934-2105
Building Ripley County Since 1920

Proud sponsors 
of the Pumpkin Show!

Madison Truss Company
Buy direct from manufacturers! 
Roof trusses for house, barn,
garages & commercial

812-273-5482
www.madisontrussin.com

Cell: 812-756-0074
Offi ce: 812-689-5030
marybethcastner@yahoo.com
www.meisbergerandassociates.com
Offi ce: 110 E US 50 Versailles, IN

Marybeth 
Castner
REALTOR
Meisberger Real Estate

1321 S Adams St.Versailles
(812) 689-6697

Auto • Home • Farm • Business
Quotes Always Free - Contact Us Today

www.hollandinsagency.com

ashley@hollandinsagency.com

Thank you to all the sponsored advertisers for their dedication 

to making the 121st Versailles Pumpkin Show a success . 

Please support these local businesses.
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Show Dates: September 26 - 28 (Open to public).

Eligibility: Any artist living within 100 miles of Versailles, Indiana.

Location: Masonic Lodge- 214 W. Tyson Street

Entry Forms: Entry forms are available at www.versaillespumpkin-
show.com.

CATEGORIES:
Student: Kindergarten thru Grade 3, Grade 4 thru Grade 6 and Grade 7 

thru Grade 8.
High School Categories: Portraits, Floral, Still Life, Landscape,  Miscel-

laneous and Photography.
All student entries must be ready to hang and include name, address, 

phone number, school, grade and age.

ADULT: 
Art Categories: Portraits, Floral, Still Life, Landscape, Ripley County 

Scenes, Animals, and Miscellaneous.
Photography Categories: Portraits, Floral, Animals, Ripley County 

Scenes, Landscape and Miscellaneous.

2024 Versailles Pumpkin Show Art Show at the Masonic Lodge
Sponsored by the Versailles Lions Club and Versailles-Osgood Delta Rho Chapter of Tri Kappa

HOLMAN’SHOLMAN’S
Redy MixRedy Mix

andand

HOLMAN’SHOLMAN’S
Septic Tank SalesSeptic Tank Sales
4896 S Old Michigan Rd, Holton4896 S Old Michigan Rd, Holton

812-689-5163812-689-5163

See you at the See you at the 
Pumpkin Show !Pumpkin Show !

KONRADIKONRADI
INSURANCEINSURANCE

SERVICESSERVICES
Karen Konradi Griffi thKaren Konradi Griffi th
konradi2@etczone.comkonradi2@etczone.com

976 SR 46 E., 976 SR 46 E., 
Batesville, INBatesville, IN
812-934-6600  812-934-6600  

Toll Free: 800-934-6606Toll Free: 800-934-6606
Fax: 812-933-5935Fax: 812-933-5935

Insurance as simple as 1, 2, 3Insurance as simple as 1, 2, 3

LIQUOR, WINE & BEER SALES
Family Owned • Celebrating over 

50 years in business!
Celebrating many great 

Pumpkin Show Memories
• Large Selection of Liquor • Beer Cave - Extremely Cold Beer!

• Low Case Prices on Cold & Warm Beer • Great Selection of Bourbon
• Ice • Large Variety of Wines • Snacks Also Available 

• Hoosier Cash Lotto
ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES WITH 

FRIENDLY SERVICE!
Come visit our convenient location in Dillsboro, IN, east of the 

VersaillesState Park, just o�  U.S. 50 for great low prices on 
all alcoholic beverages.

�������������
�������������

���������������

��

• Structural Steel• Structural Steel
• Gases & Welding Supplies• Gases & Welding Supplies
• CNC Plasma Cutting• CNC Plasma Cutting
• Custom Welding • Custom Welding 
• Repair & Fabrication• Repair & Fabrication

315 Wilson St. Osgood315 Wilson St. Osgood
812.689.7088812.689.7088

Summers MetalsSummers Metals LLC LLC

summersmetals.comsummersmetals.com

Celebrating the Versailles Pumpkin Show and 
the continued support of our community making 

us feel at home!

Stratton-KarsteterStratton-Karsteter Funeral Home Funeral Home
Mike Stratton & Eric Karsteter, OwnersMike Stratton & Eric Karsteter, Owners

Celebrating years of Celebrating years of 
wonderful memories from wonderful memories from 

the Versailles Pumpkin Showthe Versailles Pumpkin Show

812-689-1171
www.skfuneralhome.com

1114 South Ripley Estates Dr., Versailles

Enjoy the 2024 Versailles 
Pumpkin Show!

Versailles American 
Legion Post #173

Enjoy the Pumpkin Show Enjoy the Pumpkin Show 
2024 with family and 2024 with family and 

friends!friends!
119 S. Washington St., Versailles | 812-689-6400

REQUIREMENTS:
 1. ADULT: All entries must be framed and ready to hang.
 2. Entries will be accepted at the Masonic Lodge on Tuesday, September 
24 from 4:00 - 6:00  p.m.
 3. Artist may exhibit up to eight (8) works (space permitting). All entries 
will hang for the duration of the art exhibit.
 4. Artists pick up their entries only on Saturday, September 28 between 
3:30 - 4:00 p.m.

PRIZES:
 Monetary awards will be given by the Lions Club and Tri Kappa for Best 
of Show, People’s Choice and fi rst, second and third places. Tri Kappa will 
also give monetary awards.

CONTACT:
Barbara Eades
812-701-9238
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 The queen contest was fi rst held in 1950 
and was sponsored by Gannon’s Jewelry 
Store.
   The contest has become a most important 
feature of the annual fall show, and is spon-
sored by the Versailles Lions Club.  The fi rst 
girl to be crowned queen of the Pumpkin Show 
was Charlene Ward of Osgood.
   In 1951 Mary Simmermeyer of Batesville 
was selected by the judges and Viola Schmaltz 
of Versailles in 1952; Joan Meyer of Napoleon 
in 1953; Libby Ann Kohlmeier of Milan in 1954; 
Margaret Ann Flick of Holton in 1955; Sharon 
Kay Witkemper of Napoleon in 1956; Joan 
Stute of Milan in 1957; Sarah Hook of Osgood 
in 1958; Judith Elliott of Batesville High School 
in 1959; Pattie Cook of Milan in 1960; Ann 
Eaton of Versailles in 1961; Janet White of Jac-
Cen-Del in 1962; Anita Thole of Jac-Cen-Del 
in 1963; Linda Mergenthal of Sunman in 1964; 
Brenda Back of Cross Plains in 1965; Gege 
Lattire of Sunman in 1966; Kim Clarkson of 
South Ripley in 1967; Reggie Tyree of Milan in 
1968; Glenna Isaacs of South Ripley in 1969; 
Nancy Ryle of Milan in 1970; Kathie Maple of 
Batesville in 1971; Sandra Gutzwiller of Sun-
man in 1972; Karen Comer of Jac-Cen-Del 
in 1973; and Debbie Nedderman of Sunman 
in 1974; Kim Prarat of South Ripley in 1975; 
Diana Mohr of Waldron in 1976; Nancy Rid-
enour of Milan in 1977; Donna Speer of South 
Ripley in 1978; Lisa Rullman of South Dear-
born in 1979; Gretchen Daily of South Ripley 
in 1980; Cathi Bear of Switzerland County in 
1981; Amy Koons of Rising Sun, represent-
ing the Vocational School in 1982; Yvonne 
Newhart of Jac-Cen-Del in 1983; Rosemary 
Billman of Jac-Cen-Del in 1984; Kathy Metz 
of Greensburg High School in 1985; Lisa 
Green of the Southeastern Career Center in 
1986; Jill Bloom of the Southeastern Career 
Center in 1987; Missy Smith of the South-
eastern Career Center in 1988; Tina Chase of 
Switzerland County in 1989; Michelle Moll of 
Switzerland County High School in 1990; and 
Danielle Curtis representing the Southeastern 
Career Center in 1991; Kristi French of South 
Dearborn High School in 1992; Jolynda Gray 
of South Ripley High School in 1993; Spring 
Thomas of South Ripley High School in 1994; 
Krisha Wetzler of Jac-Cen-Del High School in 
1995; Katie Riley of Switzerland County High 
School in 1996; Chrissy Copeland of South 
Ripley High School in 1997; Nicole Ahlrich 
of Jac-Cen-Del in 1998; Natasha Duke of 
Switzerland County High School in 1999; and 
Shannon Bowling of South Dearborn High 
School in 2000; April Asherman of South Rip-
ley High School in 2001; Gina Decker of East 
Central High School in 2002; Kristi Adams of 

South Ripley High School in 2003; Brianne 
Martin of Switzerland County High School in 
2004; Bridgette Adams of South Ripley High 
School in 2005; Kaitlin Hughes of Jac-Cen-Del 
High School in 2006; Sally Adams of South 
Ripley High School in 2007; Jordan Vinup of 
Southeastern Career Center in 2008; Sara 
Niles of North Decatur High School in 2009; 
Emily Barrett of South Dearborn High School 
in 2010; Jessica Foster of South Ripley High 
School in 2011; Stacie Koger of Southeastern 
Career Center in 2012; Tara West of South 
Dearborn High School in 2013; Erin Gloyd 
of South Ripley High School in 2014; Kylie 
Middleton of East Central High School in 2015; 
Haleigh Reed of Oldenburg Academy in 2016; 
Tori Thomas of South Dearborn High School 
in 2017; and Mariah Day of Jac-Cen-Del High 
School in 2018.
   Past Pumpkin Show kings are as follows: 
Daryle Rohrig of Milan High School in 1993; 
Eric Sheets of South Ripley High School in 
1994; Mike Stewart of South Dearborn High 
School in 1995; Aaron Ertel of Batesville High 
School in 1996; Nathan Jones of Switzerland 
County High School in 1997; Danny Hamilton 
of South Ripley High School in 1998; Brett 
Ramer of Greensburg High School in 1999; 
Josh South of Switzerland County High School 
in 2000; Cody Buchanan of South Ripley High 
School in 2001; Eric Volz of Batesville High 
School in 2002; Chris Bultman of Jac-Cen-Del 
High School in 2003; Jesse Beckley of South 
Dearborn High School in 2004; Justin Dahline 
of South Dearborn High School in 2005; Tucker 
Brown of Jac-Cen-Del in 2006; Erik Demaree 
of South Ripley High School in 2007; Thomas 
Welch of South Ripley High School in 2008; 
Jacob Waldron of South Ripley High School in 
2009; Andrew DeCilles of Oldenburg Academy 
in 2010; Thom Hoekzema of East Central 
High School in 2011; Luke Hountz of Cave 
Hill Christian Academy in 2012; Kerry Raab 
of South Dearborn High School in 2013; Tyler 
Wright of Cave Hill Christian Academy in 2014; 
Gabriel Clark of Southeastern Career Center 
in 2015; Josh Walston of Southeastern Career 
Center in 2016; Keegan Green of East Central 
High School in 2017; and Jared Tiemann of 
East Central High School in 2018.Sam Evans 
of South Ripley High School and  Jessica Star-
key of Milan High School were 2019 royalty. 
There was no Pumpkin Show in 2020 due to 
the Pandemic. Lanie Nicholson and Ben Miller, 
both of South Ripley High School were 2021 
royalty. Colton Roth, Lawrenceburg and Avery 
Hammerle, Oldenburg, were King and Queen 
for 2022. Kaley Barnes of Lawrenceburg High Kaley Barnes of Lawrenceburg High 
School and Stone Wilhelm of East Central School and Stone Wilhelm of East Central 
High School were crowned 2023 Royalty.High School were crowned 2023 Royalty.

Past Pumpkin Show Queens & Kings 2024 Prince & Princess
contestants named
 The 2024 Prince and 
Princess contestants for 
the 121th Annual Ver-
sailles Pumpkin Show 
have been announced.

Batesville
Primary School:

 Samantha (Sami) Sciut-
to, daughter of Paul and 
Stephanie Sciutto; and 
Lincoln Metcalf, son of 
Michael and Darci Met-
calf.

Jac-Cen-Del
Elementary School:

 Rowynn Moses, daugh-
ter of Johnny and Emilee 
Moses; and Liam Walter 
son of Alexander and Ja-

nine Walter.
  Milan

Elementary School:
 Harper Powell, daugh-
ter of Jared and Amanda 
Powell.  Clifford Horst-
man, son of Mark and 
Tiffany Horstman.

South Ripley
Elementary School:

 Addilynn Clift, daugh-
ter of Brandon and Ash-
ley Clift; and Brayton 
Malcomb, son of Dono-
van and Audriana Mal-
comb.

St. Louis
Elementary School:

 Eleanor Flaspohler, 

daughter of Kyle and 
Shannon Flaspohler; and 
Jameson Munchel, son 
of Chris and Shannon 
Munchel.

Sunman
Elementary School:

 Ainsley Hartman, 
daughter of Dylan & Jes-
sica Gunter; and Jacob 
Focke, son of Gabe & 
Laura Focke.

St. Nicholas
Elementary School:

 Adeline Riley, daughter 
of Jill and Marcus Riley; 
and Abe Eckstein, son of 
Jason and Kendra Eck-
stein.

2024 King 
& Queen 
candidates 
named
 The 2024 King and 
Queen candidates for the 
121st Annual Versailles 
Pumpkin Show have 
been announced.
 Oldenburg Academy: 
Christian Mack and Jo-
sephine Wolfe.
 Milan: Nathan Voss 
and Anna Herzog.
 South Dearborn: Ca-
den Thompson and Isa-
bel Pearson.
 Jac-Cen-Del: Lance 
Snyder and Kelsey Borg-
man.
 Switzerland County: 
Cooper Hon and Brianna 
Stow.
 South Ripley: Chancie 
Volz and Ellie Lauber.
 Rising Sun: Brody 
Morris and Hannah Kre-
mer.
 SE Career Center: 
Chris Arthur and Ash-
lynn Moorman.
 East Central: DenZell 
Michael Wallace and 
Addison Reynolds. 
 Lawrenceburg: Na-
than Parker and Anasta-
sia Victoria Robbins.
  Batesville: Jonathan 
Spreckelson and Veron-
ica King.

1182 South Ripley Estates, 
Versailles

(812) 689-3370

• Signs • Embroidery 
• Screen Printing 
• Promo Products

www.chozendesigns.com

Versailles

wishing everyone a 
great time at the 
Pumpkin Show 

this year!

1004 S. Adams St. 
Versailles

 812-689-1182

Outdoor Hidden Fences • Indoor 
Boundaries • Training Products

(812) 756-0586
dogwatchseindiana.com

HIDDEN FENCES
of Southeast Indiana

HIRT & ELLCO, INC.
ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • HEATING & COOLING

108 West Pearl Street
Batesville, IN 47006

812-934-4646 or 800-256-8199
Fax: 812-934-4138

www.hirt-ellco.com
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Members of the Ripley County Chamber of
Commerce hope you & your family have a great

time at the 121st Versailles Pumpkin Show!

1 Better Advertising
3C Express
Abbott Flagpoles
AccuDoc Urgent Care
Affordable Tax Services
Ageless Aesthetics & Spa
Airwave Networks, LLC
All American Gutter Guys
Andrea Designs LLC
Andrew’s Mobile DJ Service
Aurum Realty
Avail Pest Management, LLC
B&G Dairy Bar & Grill
B&H Pumping Service LLC
Baird
Batesville Area C of C
Batesville Area Resource Center BARC
Batesville Memorial Public Library
Batesvilleonline.com
Baxter Healthcare
BCC Concessions, Inc.
Beacon Publishing Co./The Beacon
Beck Properties Group, EXP Realty
Bellus Aquatics Solutions
Best Metal Finishing
Blissful Healing
Brown & Kress, DDS
Bruns-Gutzwiller, Inc.
Brush & Palette Frame Shop
Busch Landscaping LLC
C&H/M Excavating Inc.
C.I. Family Worship Center
Caring Hands Insurance Agency
CaseMakes
CD&R Components, Inc.
Chozen Designs
City of Batesville - Mayor
Civista Bank
Comer & Ertel Law Offices
Comer’s Carpet Plus
Cornerstone Equipment
Craig Distributing Co, Inc
Crossman Fire & Safety, Inc.
Crossroads Family Restaurant
D.J.s Place Bar & Grill
Dean Cutter Construction
Dearborn Co. C of C
Decatur Co REMC
Delaware Campground
DeLISHious Creations
Doc’s Coffee
DogWatch - of Southeast Indiana
Duke Energy
Eagle Country 99.3 / WSCH FM
Edward Jones
Emily’s Brew Coffee Co.
Encore Insurance Group
Enneking Auto Body
Ertel Cellars Winery, Inc.
EVP Creations
F.A.R.M Club of Southeastern Indiana
Farm Credit Mid-America
The Fast and The Furriest, LLC
FCN Bank
Fette’s Auto Body Inc.
First Diversity Staffing
First Due Ultimate Firefighter Themed Party
First Financial Bank
Forge Fitness
Forget Me Knot Event Planning & Rentals, LLC
Franklin Co. C of C
Franklin County Farmers Mutual Insurance
French & Assoc., Land Survey
Friendship State Bank
Fryer Concrete
Georges Family Pharmacy
German American Bank
Great Plains Communication
G.H. Coffee Company
Gilpin Monuments Inc. 
Girl Scouts of Central Indiana
Glow Aesthetics & Wellness Studio, LLC
Good Guys Home Services
Gooseberry Flower Shop
Greensburg/Decatur County C of C
Gypsy Soul Essential Oils & Gifts
H & R Block

Habitat for Humanity
Halcomb Home Center
Hannie Designs
Hardy Insurance Group, INC
Harvey Wallbanger’s Barbershop
Happy Hollow Woodworks
Hart Insurance Agency
Helton Eye Care
Hillcrest Golf and Country Club
Holland Insurance Agency LLC
Holt Properties, Inc.
Hoosiers for Renewables
Hudson’s Old Mill Campground & Flea Market
Hummel-Meisberger Insurance Inc.
Hummel-Winters Insurance Agency
INCompass Healthcare
Independent Coverage Solutions, Inc.
Indiana Farm Bureau Insurance
Indiana University East
Iron Timbers
Isaiah’s Image
It’s Personal Laser Engraving
IVY Tech Community College of Indiana
Jeff VOLZ, LLC
Jody Sarringhaus - American Family Insurance
Johannigman Excavating, INC
KDH Versailles Medical Building - Norton’s
Kelly’s Hidden Acres Golf Course, LLC
Koehne Construction Inc.
Kolossal Fireworks Insanity
Krueger-Maddux Greenhouses
Laughery Valley Ag Co-op
Laughery Valley Veterinary Hospital, Inc.
Legal Shield
Lewis & Kappes, P.C.
Lifetime Resources, Inc.
Lohrum Electrical, LLC
Lowe’s Pellets & Grain, Inc.
Madison Area C of C
Main Street Versailles
Margaret Mary Health
McDonald’s of Versailles
Meisberger Real Estate
Memories of Yesteryear
Michael Eddy’s Pizza & Specialty Sandwiches
Milan 54 Museum
Milan American Legion Post 0235
Mirrus Corporation
Moore’s Land Clearing
Mossy Feet Books
Mr. Pest Control & Termite Inc.
Napa Auto Parts - Versailles
Napoleon State Bank
National Muzzle Loading Assoc.
National Youth Advocate Program
Neal’s Funeral Home
New Horizons Rehab.
NextEra Energy Resources
Novel HeARTs Bookstore
North American, Inc.
Office Shop (The)
Ohio Rod Products
Ollier Masonry, Inc.
Osgood Beautification Committee
Osgood Chiropractic
Osgood Grub Company
Osgood Lions Club
Osgood Power Equipment
Osgood Public Library
Pat’s Bulk Food
Phi Beta Psi Sorority Xi Chapter
Pike Lumber Company INC
Pollard’s Bowl, Inc.
Poole Group, Inc.
Precision Style Boutique & Tan
Proud Moments Engraving LLC
Pulskamp’s Flooring Plus
RJE, INC.
RBSK Partners PC
Railyard Bar & Grille
Reedy Insurance
Regional Roofing
Ridge Runner Pest Solutions, LLC
Ripley Co. Dept. of Parks & Recreation
Ripley County Comm Foundation
Ripley County Econ Development
Ripley County Humane Society

Ripley County Tourism Bureau
Ripley Crossing
Ripley Publishing Co.
River Valley Resources
Rocco’s Osgood Liquor Depot
Rollin’ Roosters
Rolling Pin INC.
Runnebohm Construction Co.
Servpro of Madison, Versailles, Lawrenceburg
Scenic Route Adventures
Scheele Orthodontics, Inc.
Scheidler Web Solutions LLC
Schuerman Law 
Schuler Products
SEI Communications
SIEOC
SMALL BIZ
Southeast Powerwash, LLC
South Eastern Ind. Nat’l Gas Co.
Southeast IN Workforce Investment Board
Southeastern Career Center
Southeastern Ind. REMC
Southeastern Indiana Dance, Inc.
Southeastern Indiana Voices for Children Inc.
Southeastern Indiana YMCA
Southeastern Water Systems LLC
St. Andrews Health Campus
St. Elizabeth (Dearborn Co. Hosp.) Kim - Assistant
State Farm Insurance
StoneBridge Trucking
Sugar-n-Smoke
Sunman Package Liquor Store
Sunman’s Landing
Tax Services & More
Taylor Tae Kwon Do Academy
The Hassmer House
THA Properties Summerset Adult Living Community
Hiviz Custom Outfitter, LLC
The Hub at Osgood
The Mack Group
The Reservation Restaurant
The Rusty Buck
The Rusty Rooster
the Train Station
The Union Bar & Grill
The Upper Room Café
The Waters of Batesville
The White Rabbit
Thornton’s Motorcycle Sales, LLP
Tom Tepe Autocenter
Tommy’s Lawn Care
Total Tech Connection
Town of Holton
Town of Milan
Town of Napoleon
Town of Osgood
Town of Sunman
Town of Versailles
Trackside Pizza
Traveling Boutique
Tudor Square Realty, Inc.
Twisted Wrench
Tyson Activity Center
Tyson Library
Tyson United Methodist Church
Velozity Boards and More
Versailles American Legion Post 173
Versailles Farm & Garden
Versailles IGA
Versailles Lions Club
Voldico Insurance, Tekulve-Vankirk Agency
Voldico, LLC
Walhill Farm
Walnut Street Variety Shop
Wayne’s Meats
Wheelock Lake Campground
Whitewater Motor Co., Inc.
Wiedeman Heating & Electric, Inc.
Witkemper Insurance Group
Woolum Real Estate
WRBI Country 103.9
Yes Home - Youth Encouragement Services

Check out our LOCAL food vendors this year......Check out our LOCAL food vendors this year......
Versailles Lions Club Food Booth • Osgood Lions ClubVersailles Lions Club Food Booth • Osgood Lions Club

Jessop Amusements Food Vendors • DeLISHious CreationsJessop Amusements Food Vendors • DeLISHious Creations
Dori’s Rolled Ice Cream • Kona Ice • Special Olympics RODDori’s Rolled Ice Cream • Kona Ice • Special Olympics ROD

Hopewell Baptist Church • St Paul Chuckwagon  Hopewell Baptist Church • St Paul Chuckwagon  
Michael Eddy’s Pizza & SubsMichael Eddy’s Pizza & Subs •  • Always Fresh •  Winnie’s Lunch BoxAlways Fresh •  Winnie’s Lunch Box



BROWN & BROWN & KRESS D.D.S.KRESS D.D.S.

Christopher R. Brown, 
D.D.S., M.P.S.

Daniel J. Kress, 
D.D.S.

Family Dentistry
TMJ & Facial 

Pain Diagnosis 
and Rehabilitation

823 S. Adams, PO Box 685 823 S. Adams, PO Box 685 
Versailles, IN 47042Versailles, IN 47042

(812) 689-5151(812) 689-5151
 Fax: (812) 689-6303 Fax: (812) 689-6303

www.brownandkressdds.comwww.brownandkressdds.com
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NortonKDH.com/Versailles.

www.MM48.org
manchestermetals48@gmail.com 

- Metal Roo� ng
- Metal Siding
- Complete Barn & House Packages
- Custom C.A.D. Designs
- Job-site Deliveries
- Overhead Doors
- Doors & Windows
- 6” Seamless Gutters

Everything For Your Next Building & Roo� ng Project!
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2024 Pumpkin
Show Committees

VERSAILLES LIONS CLUB PRESIDENT
John Santen

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
President, Paul Sipples; 1st Vice,  Robbie Everage; 

2nd Vice, Jack Everage; Secretary, Doug Daggy; Trea-
surer, Rhonda Thieman; Media, Linda Chandler; and 

Tickets, Ted Ahaus
PUBLICITY

Ripley County Tourism, Paul Sipples,
Linda Chandler and Keri Johnson
KING & QUEEN CONTEST

Haley Shadday and Cory Lanham

STAGE/ENTERTAINMENT/SOUND
Gooseberry Flowers, Jessop Amusements 

LIONS FLOAT
 Jack Everage, Zimmer Tractor, and Paul Sipples

2024 SPONSORS
Pumpkin Show Board of Directors

PARADE FLOAT JUDGES
Mike Cantrell and Rhonda Thieman

LIONS CLUB FOOD BOOTH
Keri Johnson, Mary Crisman, Amy Meisberger, 

Judy Perry, Jerry Wilson, Kathy Amos, Brooke Ann 
Chowning-Loy, Rebecca Hackett, Donna Perry, Janice 

Wilson, Tom Cassidy, Karen Loy, Milan Lions 
and Osgood Lions

TRAFFIC &PARKING
Doug Daggy, Kenny Sheets, USNSCC - Flying Tigers 

Squadron - Sea Cadets
PARADE BANDS
Gary Holdsworth

PARADE ROUTE AND STAGING
Mike Stratton, Kenny Sheets, Ted Ahaus, Gary 

Holdsworth, Cory Lanham, Gary Perry, Leon Perry, 
John Santen, Tom Cassidy

HOME ART & CRAFT
Gary Holdsworth, Tom Pavey, Shirley Pavey

TRI KAPPA ART SHOW (set-up)
Tri Kappa,  SR FFA, Paul Sipples, Jack Everage

SUNDAY SERVICES
Southern Ripley Ministerial Association

SIGNS & BANNERS
Paul Sipples, John Santen, Jack Everage, Robbie 

Everage 
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5262 E. US 50 • Dillsboro, IN5262 E. US 50 • Dillsboro, IN
812-654-3177812-654-3177

5262 E. US 50 • Dillsboro. IN5262 E. US 50 • Dillsboro. IN
812-654-3177 • www.helenaagri.com/careers812-654-3177 • www.helenaagri.com/careers

Enjoy the 121st Versailles Pumpkin Show.Enjoy the 121st Versailles Pumpkin Show.
Watch for coverage in the Osgood Journal and Watch for coverage in the Osgood Journal and 

The Versailles Republican.The Versailles Republican.
Ripley Publishing Co.Ripley Publishing Co.

115 S. Washington St., Versailles115 S. Washington St., Versailles
812-689-6364812-689-6364

www.ripleynews.comwww.ripleynews.com
publication@ripleynews.compublication@ripleynews.com

Publisher of the Osgood Journal,  The Versailles Republican, and On The Go

Enjoy Enjoy 
everything everything 
pumpkin!pumpkin!



Page B10	 Pumpkin Show Section	 Thursday, September 19, 2024

History of the
Versailles Pumpkin Show

(Written by the late Alan Smith)

	 The Versailles Pumpkin Show was the “Brain-Child” of Alfred F. Beer, early watchmaker and jeweler located on the west side 
of the Versailles square. Beer was Versailles’ first entrepreneur businessman, who after trying several advertising schemes, finally 
staged his successful October 14, 1899 “Pumpkin Show.”
	 To promote his jewelry store, Beer offered five prizes: first prize was a gold-filled watch, this was won by Geo W. Watkins for 
his 74 pound, 5 ounce pumpkin; second prize was given to Henry Stegemiller for a 68 pounder, Henry received a gravy ladle; third 
prize was won by Chris Thomas of Cross Plains with a 64 pound pumpkin, and he was awarded six silver teaspoons; Osgood’s 
Thomas Wilson took fourth with his 5 ft. 3 in. circumference pumpkin and he walked away with a fine clock; and ugliest pumpkin 
winner was Henry Ballman, his prize was a handsome violin. The Versailles Republican estimated that a crowd of between 800 
and 1000 spectators attended the first show.
	 In 1903, hardware dealer Wm. Hunter sponsored a “Colt Show” the same day as the Pumpkin Show. This added to the crowd 
since horse day shows were very popular. At these shows anyone could bring in their old plug and try pawning it off on some un-
fortunate buyer.
	 At the 1905 show, Capt. C.C. Briant of Versailles won first prize with his 116 1/2 pound pumpkin. He was awarded with a gold 
Elgin watch. It is said that Capt. Briant, a Civil War veteran, pulled off all but the one blossom on his pumpkin vine and fed it milk 
through a rye straw.
	 In 1906, Hunter, “The Hardware Man”, filled a new manure spreader with straw and placed $5.00 worth of coins in it and pulled 
it in the parade. This created a stir. This was the first year that fruit, vegetables, flowers, pie, cakes, corn, etc. was added to the list 
of entries.
	 As the years went by, the show grew and grew. All kinds of entertainment was featured at the fairs: balancing acts, tight rope, 
juggling, bicycle, singing groups, balloon ascensions and airplane rides. For many years the high school basketball team played 
their first game of the year on Saturday afternoon of the Pumpkin Show.
	 In the 1930’s a Saturday night dance was added. The dance was held in the old gym at Washington and Second North streets.
	 From 1940 through the World War II years, the Pumpkin Show was discontinued due to gas and other war effort rationing. If 
this hadn’t happened the show would be the oldest fair of this type in the State of Indiana. Aurora Farmers Fair has that title today 
as they continued during the  war years.The show was also canceled in 2020 due to the Covid Pandemic.
	 The first year for a Pumpkin Show Queen Contest was 1950. Each school in the county selected a queen candidate. Charlene 
Ward of Osgood was the first queen. She received a diamond studded watch from Jesse Gannon’s jewelry store in Greensburg.
	 In 1962, a Little Miss Princess Contest was sponsored by The Versailles Republican. It isn’t known what year the first parade 
was held, but pictures of floats can be found of parades in the early 1900’s. The American Legion sponsored a float at the end of 
World War I.
	 This is the 121st year for the Versailles Pumpkin Show which is now sponsored by the Versailles Lions Club. 
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