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Homeowners are spending big bucks on home renovations. According to
the Joint Center for Housing Studies at Harvard University, home improve-
ment project spending continues to increase. It’s predicted to go from $472
billion spent in 2022 to $485 billion in 2024.

Those targeting a specific home renovation likely know there is much
that goes into the process from start to finish. Patience is a requisite virtue
with any remodel, as even a thoroughly conceptualized plan can encounter
a few bumps along the way. Although there is no way to completely re-
move renovation-related obstacles, there are ways to make projects go more
smoothly.

* Establish a clear plan from the beginning. Now is not the time to be on
the fence about details. A vision for the renovation is essential, and should
include details about layout, materials, colors, and design.

* Manage your expectations. Again, this speaks to a need for patience
with a project but also involves flexibility. Being too rigid when choosing
materials can require waiting for back-ordered supplies to come in. Want-
ing contractors to bend to your schedule can delay the project even further.
Creativity and flexibility are key.

* Establish a budget. It can be easy to spend beyond one’s means, espe-
cially when issues crop up. Black House Real Estate stresses the importance
of creating a budget before starting a renovation, which may involve work-

to make renovation projs go smoothly

N

ing with a local professional to help. Houzz advises preparing for worst-case
scenarios by adding anywhere from 1 percent to 20 percent to the budget.
Commit to sticking to the budget no matter what comes down the pike.

» Assemble a good team. Thoroughly research all contractors who will
be involved with the renovation. These include designers, architects, build-
ers, and more. Be sure they come highly recommended and research online
reviews. A good team removes some stress from the project because you’ll
know the work is in experienced hands.

* Prepare the space for the remodel. Any work you can do will help save
on labor costs and make it easier for the team to get started on the project.
Clear out clutter and personal items. Ask if it would be helpful for you to
handle some demolition, whether that’s pulling up old tile, removing dry-
wall or another task.

* Have an escape hatch at the ready. Home renovations can cause upheav-
al to daily life, and that can mean stress on top of already chaotic schedules.
If money and situation allow, plan a getaway during a particularly tough
stretch of the project so the noise, mess, and disruptions will not induce
headaches. Consider spending a few nights at a hotel or a friend or relative’s
house to escape the constant grind of the project.

Home renovation projects add value and functionality to homes. Such
undertakings can go more smoothly with some sound planning. HI248169

HIRT & ELLCO, INC.

ELECTRIC * PLUMBING  HEATING & COOLING

|08 West Pearl Street
Batesville, IN 47006
812-934-4646 or 800-256-8199
Sl Fax: 812-934-4138
&- www.hirt-ellco.com
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INSURANCE AGENCY

1321 S Adams St.Versailles

ashley@hollandinsagency.com

Auto * Home * Farm * Business
Quotes Always Free - Contact Us Today

www.hollandinsagency.com

Madison Truss Company

Buy direct from manufacturers!
Roof trusses for house, barn, I

(812) 689-6697

garages & commercial

812-213-5482

www.madisontrussin.com
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HOW tO ke ep an AC unlt runnlng Strong to get through the season. Closing curtains throughout the
house on hot afternoons is a natural way to keep a home
cool during a heat wave, and that can cut back on home
cooling costs and protect a unit from being overworked.
Ceiling fans also can be installed to keep rooms cool and
circulate air, which also makes a hot summer a little less

Air conditioners are a lifeline come the dog days of sum-  another way to ensure an AC unit is running at
mer, when soaring temperatures make a well-cooled home a  peak capacity when it's most needed. Such main-
welcome respite from the outdoors. Maintaining an AC unit  tenance is perhaps most effective in spring, as that
ensures it will be there to keep everyone cool when the mer-  ensures the unit is running strong from the first

cury rises. The following are some steps homeowners can heat wave of the summer all the way through Labor taxing on an AC unit.
take to keep their AC units in tip-top shape this summer. Day. HVAC technicians can identify problems and « Use a programmable thermostat. Programmable ther-

« Replace the air filter on the unit. Dirt, dust, debris,and ~ recommend services that homeowners may not mostats allow homeowners to set the temperatures inside
pollen can quickly fill the filter on an AC unit. Replacing recognize they need until it’s already hot out. An- their homes throughout the day. If no one is home during
these ﬁlter.s prior to summer can m.ake thf: unit operate nual maintenance appointments also give HVAC the afternoon, there’s no reason to have the AC cranking.
more efficiently and keep cool air circulating throughout professionals a chance to assess a system compared Program the thermostat so the house is comfortable when
the house :clll summer. Homeowners can ﬁr.st 1dent1fy which  to th'e previous year, which can help them identify if people are home, but raise the desired temperature when
type of unit they have and then find an online tutorial to a unit is nearing its end. That can ensure homeown- || S o0 icaro0 04 That gives the AC unit a break during the

see how to replace the filter. Some filters are more expensive ers are not caught off guard when the unit needs to

d d can help to dramatically reduce the cost of cooli
than others, but the cost is still low and the energy savings replaced. ey pnc can Acp o cramatically rediice The cost ot cooting

the home.

can be substantial. « Help the unit make it through the summer. AC units will not last forever, but some simple mainte-
» Schedule annual maintenance on the unit. Routine Whether it’s a typical summer or one marked by a nance can improve their life exi)e ctancy and keep homes
maintenance performed by a local HVAC technician is handful of heat waves, AC units can use a little help ¢ obe throughout the summer. TF247114
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5 * Change your filters monthly. M@
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315 Wilson St. OngOd i - | + Keepareaaround the condenser clear from grass/weeds,

; b debris, etc. I-:| |9A \l ﬁ“ EE m
812°689°7088 ; HERt » Do not put anything on your condenser that could reduce the T h‘ & T

Sum.mersmetals.co.l"n?. : air it needs to take in to cool itself.

* Do not store stuff around the furnace. 4896 S. Old MChj.gan,

* Vacuum around the furnace to keep dust from collecting.

s Get your HVAC serviced at least annually. Holton

812:689:-5163
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SOUTHEASTERN INDIANA

* Structural Steel o < |
* Gases & Welding Supplies -
- * CNC Plasma Cutting s
¢ Custom Welding
 * Repair & Fabrica

SEIREMC members can receive rebates for annual HVAC
tune-ups! Visit www.seiremc.com/hvactuneuprebate or call

(812) 689-4111 to learn more.
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Lumber and Building

businessesiwhileimaking

Hardware:
Free Estimates

Improvementsitoyourhome:thisitall.

Metal Roofing
and Vinyl Siding
Greenhouses and
Garden Supplies

Crew Available

LAYGHERY 3o

(812) 689-4401 (800 221-9731

[heyrareherefloryou!

W E ARE YO U R C OMP L ETE When you enter our showroom you will
notice extensive product selections

> from around the world offered from the
/oop C}Ug;ﬂgﬂg ﬂgouyge top floor covering manufacturers.

vl | | SELECT FROM ALLTHE LATEST STYLES ANDTRENDS

e
HUNDREDS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCTS
STYLES AND = -
COLORS IN OUR B Peet
SHOWROOM —1|

|
—_—

For all your Home
¢ Garden Needs!

—

HARDWOOD

SEED, FERTILIZER, PAINT, CHEMICALS,
HARDWARE, AND MORE!

'-_' ‘nu.é.,—-—: ;i
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DESIGN ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLERS
/ ¥ , FREE MEASURE
e T - o FREE QUOTE/ESTIMATE
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM FOR THE LASTEST STYLES & TRENDS IN FLOORING

[LEVENSTEINS
Abbey Carpet® - ._

VINYL ¢ AREA RUGS

CARPET * VINYL « CERAMIC « WOOD
M - F 8:30-5:00 * Saturday 8:30-1:00
SR e

CARPET ¢ HARDWOOD ¢ LAMINATE e TILE
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Dld you know?

Homeowners with an eye on home improvement projects
should know that kitchens and bathrooms tend to be the most
costly rooms to renovate. An affiliate of the National Kitchen
and Bath Association told Architectural Digest in 2023 that
kitchens and bathrooms require the most labor-intensive
renovations, which contributes significantly to the high costs
of such projects. Labor is indeed a significant cost when reno-
vating a home, as the Construction Labor Market Analyzer in-
dicates labor cost percentages in construction are between 20
and 40 percent of the total budget of a given project. The final
cost of any renovation project will depend on a host of vari-
ables unique to each home, including the square footage of the
room being remodeled and the materials homeowners choose.
However, homeowners looking for less costly renovations may
want to consider revamping their dining rooms and closets,
each of which are projects that can make a difference and tend
to require a less significant financial commitment than proj-
ects like kitchen and bath remodels. HI248158
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FLOORING SAL

Waterproof luxury vinyl flooring $2.58 sq. ft.

Carpet * Tile » Hardwood ¢ Laminate ¢ Vinyl
Serving All Your Flooring Needs!

adMe

FLOORING

20 E. Center St » Lawrenceburg
812-537-0619
www.homefurnitureindiana.com
Jjoe@homeflooringllc.com

2385 South SR 129
Versailles, IN

812-689-6060

www.HalcombHomeCenter.com

CASH FOR YOUR HOME TODAY!

: PROPERTIES LLC.

’AST EASY cws\“

Q’G HOMES &
S ONID IO IN S

HAVE A HOME THAT NEEDS HELP? NEEDS REPAIRS?

PURCHASING HOMES - ANY CONDITION.
CALL SANDY 812-216-7562

Turn to the experts

HEALTHYHOMES

TREE CI'I'Y
METAL SALES

¢ Metal Sales ¢ Vinyl
4 Pole Barns

¢ Garages

Fencing  Garage Doors

Michael Detweiler
50W. 650 N. Greensburg
812-663-4863 Cell 812-525-4383

457320ds

Purchase a new
Country Clipper Zero

YOU MAKE IT HOME. PN 2%

WE'LL MAKE IT
COMFORTABLE.

Turn Mower and get
instant savings off
the price of the
mower.

Offer valid
thru Sept. 30, 2024

per Days” promotional event discounts valid on the purchase of a new
arch 1, 2024 and ending May 31, 2024. Discounts may vary by model

CUTTERS MOWER REPAIR
4505 Downey Ridge - Rising Sun, IN

812.667.5885 "WWcuttersmowerrepair.com

Authorized Country Clipper Dealer
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK [

*Pricin 15 mbjoclt ch

har \go\ ithout noti

H h any other offer.
Oli r\ IulmU\l ed States only. Discounts shown in U‘xl) ollars. Conta ct your local part Iupatml_d\. aler for full details.

O U NTRY
' PER CountryClipper.com

ERD TURN MOWER

The way we use our homes is changing, which is why as your Carrier
expert we are here to help improve your indoor comfort. From enhancing
the performance of your heating and cooling system to making your
indoor air cleaner and healthier with our Infinity® air purifier, we're
committed to helping you breathe a little easier.

Learn how it works at carrier.com/residential.

(©2023 Carrier. All Rights Reserved.

Gehring, Inc.
Heating and Cooling, Residential, and Commercial
316 N. Main St. Batesville, IN 47006
Phone: 812-934-6088 - Fax: 812 934-5076
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ANDERSONS'
(Sales & Service?)

www.andersonssales.com

Kubota L3901

2914 Clifty Drive
Madison, IN 47250
812-273-4262

6159 WHwy 146
Crestwood, KY 40014
502-241-7222

1675 Watterson Trail
Louisville, K<Y 40299
502-267-8237

www.MM48.org
manchestermetals48@gmail.com

812-926-0829

- Metal Roofing

- Metal Siding
- Complete Barn & House Packages

- Custom C.A.D. Designs

- Job-site Deliveries

- Overhead Doors

- Doors & Windows

- 6” Seamless Gutters
—t~,

Let us build your dream home! f‘f@

s pulshamps =
— FloorlngPlus

AMERICA'S FLOOR STORE

“Imagine your perfect home...let
us help you bring it to life!”

Cher/ loct HOME

LS ORI NG

CARPET e TILE ® LAMINATE ®« HARDWOOD e VINYL e PAINT  CLEANING

GARAGE
SPECIALS

20x24x8
1-16x7 Garage Door
1-3’ Door

“HOME

IMPROVEMENT

Concrete floor
Built on your lot
$9,995

24x30x8
1-16x7 Garage Door
1-3’ Door
Concrete floor
Built on your lot
$11,995

GOSMAN INC.

812-265-5290
WWW.gosmaninc.com

Checking | Savings | Loans | CDs & IRAs | Trusts

BANK
Building Stronger Communities.

fcnbank.com | 800-575-3262 iic 2 I

Franklin County Farmers Mutual Insurance
165-647-5841

W efarmersmutual org

Providing Quality Insurance since 1900

Home Auto Farm Commercial and Small Business
Insurance

We offer Farm and Home Policies with
$500 Fire Coverage Deductible and
$1000 Wind/Hal Deductibles

We utlize our own in-house local nsurance adpusters and local
agents, 50 We can provide tailored coverage and personal attention to
all of our policyholders

Call us today! We Wil save you money
Your local agent is Jim Cregar 812-569-6649
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