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SUBMITTED BY STRATTON FARMSSUBMITTED BY STRATTON FARMS
Left: The American farmer. Andy Stratton flies the flag with pride on his farm Left: The American farmer. Andy Stratton flies the flag with pride on his farm 
equipment. Above: Cathie and Andy Stratton of Holton, enjoy farming. Andy equipment. Above: Cathie and Andy Stratton of Holton, enjoy farming. Andy 
says this is one of his favorite photos. says this is one of his favorite photos. 

National Agriculture Week 2025National Agriculture Week 2025

• Purina Feed
• Seed

• Fertilizer • Hardware
• Lawn & Garden Products

• Grid Sampling & Mapping
• Energy Plus Station
• CountryMark Fuels
• Propane for Home

& Farm

336 N. Buckeye St.  Osgood, IN
812-689-4401 • 800-221-9731

3994 US 421, Versailles, IN
11016 US 50, Dillsboro, IN

6490 N. US 421, Osgood, IN

www.MM48.org
manchestermetals48@gmail.com 

Manchester Metals 48Manchester Metals 48
- Metal Roofing
- Metal Siding
- Complete Barn &              
   House Packages
- Custom C.A.D. Designs

- Job-site Deliveries
- Overhead Doors
- Doors & Windows
- 6” Seamless Gutters

Let us build your
 pole barn today!

“We carry the feed you need!”
Specialty Feeds Available!

M-F 8-4 • Sat. 8-12
13637 Aberdeen Rd. Dillsboro, IN • (812) 667-5304

Fax (812) 667-5305 • bearbranchsupply@gmail.com
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SUBMITTED BY LAUGHERY VALLEY AGSUBMITTED BY LAUGHERY VALLEY AG
Beware and be cautious of your farmers. Slow down!Beware and be cautious of your farmers. Slow down!

National Agriculture Week 2025National Agriculture Week 2025

R.J.E.R.J.E.
WHOLESALE FERTILIZERWHOLESALE FERTILIZER

Service You NeedService You Need
Prices You ExpectPrices You Expect

• Fertilizer • Chemicals • Plant Foods• Fertilizer • Chemicals • Plant Foods
• Soil Conditioners • Trace Elements• Soil Conditioners • Trace Elements

812-689-1046812-689-1046
888-689-1046888-689-1046

Cell: 812-621-2361Cell: 812-621-2361
LOCALLY OWNEDLOCALLY OWNED

Over 30 Years ExperienceOver 30 Years Experience
P.O. Box 611, 720 W. US 50, Versailles, INP.O. Box 611, 720 W. US 50, Versailles, IN

Mark Hartman, OwnerMark Hartman, Owner

Stratton-Karsteter Stratton-Karsteter 
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Mike Stratton & Eric Karsteter, Owners

812-689-1171812-689-1171
www.skfuneralhome.comwww.skfuneralhome.com

1114 South Ripley Estates Dr., 1114 South Ripley Estates Dr., 
Versailles, IndianaVersailles, Indiana

March 3 thru March 31
Marathon Oil and Grease Products 

Save During This Sale
Stop In Or Call

SPRING MOTOR OIL SALESPRING MOTOR OIL SALE

628 EAST PEARL STREET • P.O. BOX 58
BATESVILLE, INDIANA, 47006 

(812) 934-2910

Family owned and operated for 31 years!
STOP IN TODAY TO GET THE BEST
EQUIPMENT AT THE BEST PRICE!

We repair ALL brands of mowers, trimmers & chains saws!
2914 Clifty Dr. • Madison, IN • 812-273-4262 • www.andersonssales.com

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. • Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Find Everything You Need To Make Your Mowing Season A Breeze!

WE HAVE PURCHASED BROWN’S FARM IMPLEMENT, LLC. 
WE WELCOME EVERYONE TO COME SEE US IN MADISON!

35

The link between agriculture The link between agriculture 
and food securityand food security

Inflation has been a hot topic for several years running. Inflation has been a hot topic for several years running. 
Many businesses have been forced to raise their prices Many businesses have been forced to raise their prices 
in an effort to combat a host of variables, including ma-in an effort to combat a host of variables, including ma-
terials costs, labor shortages and political uncertainty terials costs, labor shortages and political uncertainty 
across the globe. That’s been hard on consumers’ and across the globe. That’s been hard on consumers’ and 
business owners’ pocketbooks, and precisely when in-business owners’ pocketbooks, and precisely when in-
flation will simmer down remains a mystery. flation will simmer down remains a mystery. 
Though the cost of many goods and services has sky-Though the cost of many goods and services has sky-
rocketed in recent years, discussions about inflation of-rocketed in recent years, discussions about inflation of-
ten focus on the rising cost of groceries. According to ten focus on the rising cost of groceries. According to 
USDA Economic Research, food prices in the United USDA Economic Research, food prices in the United 
States rose 23.6 percent between 2020 and 2024. That’s States rose 23.6 percent between 2020 and 2024. That’s 
led many people to cut back on luxuries like dining out. led many people to cut back on luxuries like dining out. 
As people dine out less, they may be looking to expand As people dine out less, they may be looking to expand 
their culinary horizons at home, and that goal is best their culinary horizons at home, and that goal is best 
achieved when the agricultural sector is put in position achieved when the agricultural sector is put in position 
to meet consumer demands. Indeed, that link is just to meet consumer demands. Indeed, that link is just 
one of the many ways that a thriving agricultural sector one of the many ways that a thriving agricultural sector 
benefits everyone.benefits everyone.
• A strong agricultural sector greatly benefits the econ-• A strong agricultural sector greatly benefits the econ-
omy. Job creation is widely cited as a pathway to eco-omy. Job creation is widely cited as a pathway to eco-
nomic recovery, and a well-supported agricultural sec-nomic recovery, and a well-supported agricultural sec-
tor can create millions of jobs. The agricultural tech tor can create millions of jobs. The agricultural tech 
firm Sabanto estimates 2025 began with around 2.4 firm Sabanto estimates 2025 began with around 2.4 
million unfilled jobs within the agricultural sector. A million unfilled jobs within the agricultural sector. A 
2022 report from Maryville University indicated the 2022 report from Maryville University indicated the 
agricultural sector contributes $7 trillion to the U.S. agricultural sector contributes $7 trillion to the U.S. 
economy, employing as much as 10.3 percent of the na-economy, employing as much as 10.3 percent of the na-
tion’s workers. The link between a thriving agricultural tion’s workers. The link between a thriving agricultural 

sector and a strong economy is undeniable, making it a sector and a strong economy is undeniable, making it a 
worthy endeavor to support policies that prioritize ag-worthy endeavor to support policies that prioritize ag-
riculture.riculture.
• A thriving farm is a productive farm. Modern grocery • A thriving farm is a productive farm. Modern grocery 
stores offer an abundance of healthy foods, and many of stores offer an abundance of healthy foods, and many of 
those foods are grown on farms. The Farm Bureau re-those foods are grown on farms. The Farm Bureau re-
ports that a single acre of land can grow various crops, ports that a single acre of land can grow various crops, 
producing as much as 50,000 strawberries or just under producing as much as 50,000 strawberries or just under 
2,800 bushels of wheat. Consumers who enjoy visit-2,800 bushels of wheat. Consumers who enjoy visit-
ing grocery stores that offer an array of fresh, nutritious ing grocery stores that offer an array of fresh, nutritious 
foods, including fruits and vegetables, should know foods, including fruits and vegetables, should know 
that those options are only available when a thriving that those options are only available when a thriving 
agricultural sector is prioritized.agricultural sector is prioritized.
• Farms are vital to production of other products as • Farms are vital to production of other products as 
well. Maryville University notes a thriving agricultural well. Maryville University notes a thriving agricultural 
sector is involved in more than just food production. sector is involved in more than just food production. 
IFP Energies notes that bio-based chemistry uses raw IFP Energies notes that bio-based chemistry uses raw 
materials derived from biomass, such as plants like materials derived from biomass, such as plants like 
wheat, corn and potatoes, to produce an array of prod-wheat, corn and potatoes, to produce an array of prod-
ucts, including inks, dyes and detergents. So it’s not ucts, including inks, dyes and detergents. So it’s not 
just the foods people eat that can be traced to a thriving just the foods people eat that can be traced to a thriving 
agricultural sector. Bio-based chemistry also is consid-agricultural sector. Bio-based chemistry also is consid-
ered green because it promotes a reduction of the envi-ered green because it promotes a reduction of the envi-
ronmental impact of industrial production.ronmental impact of industrial production.
There’s no shortage of reasons to support a thriving There’s no shortage of reasons to support a thriving 
agricultural sector. Indeed, consumers from all walks agricultural sector. Indeed, consumers from all walks 
of life benefit in myriad ways when the success of the of life benefit in myriad ways when the success of the 
agricultural sector is prioritized.  TF253872agricultural sector is prioritized.  TF253872
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SUBMITTED BY JESSICA MOBLEYSUBMITTED BY JESSICA MOBLEY
This little guy’s name is Moo. Triple Cross Ranch raises cattle to be butchered This little guy’s name is Moo. Triple Cross Ranch raises cattle to be butchered 
later. They also have milk cows. later. They also have milk cows. 

SUBMITTED BY JESSICA MOBLEYSUBMITTED BY JESSICA MOBLEY
A flock of chickens at Triple Cross Ranch keep many eggs coming to the com-A flock of chickens at Triple Cross Ranch keep many eggs coming to the com-
munity. munity. 

National Agriculture Week 2025National Agriculture Week 2025

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARMERSSUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FARMERS
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National Agriculture Week 2025National Agriculture Week 2025

4896 S. Old Michigan Road
Holton, IN 47023

812-689-5163 

HOLMAN’S REDY MIXHOLMAN’S REDY MIX
AND HOLMAN’SAND HOLMAN’S

SEPTIC TANK SALESSEPTIC TANK SALES

FREE ESTIMATES COX LIVESTOCK 
MARKET

Formerly Southeastern Indiana Feeder Auction 
Ass'n. SR 421 - Between Versailles & Osgood, IN.

2025 FEEDER CATTLE SALE 
SPRING SALE:

FRIDAY, MARCH 28 
NEXT SALE WILL
BE IN THE FALL!

STARTS AT 7 PM
For information:

Ronnie Cox 812-525-1101 (mobile)
Barn (Anytime) 812-689-6912

SUBMITTED BY STRATTON FARMSSUBMITTED BY STRATTON FARMS
You might see Stratton Farms in the fields loading down the semis getting ready to take grain to Aurora.You might see Stratton Farms in the fields loading down the semis getting ready to take grain to Aurora.

SUBMITTED BY JESSICA MOBLEYSUBMITTED BY JESSICA MOBLEY
Bonnie, a sheep at Triple Cross Ranch, is shown with two of her lambs in the Bonnie, a sheep at Triple Cross Ranch, is shown with two of her lambs in the 
stable.stable.

SUBMITTED BY JESSICA MOBLEYSUBMITTED BY JESSICA MOBLEY
This is Annie. She is a sheep at Triple Cross Ranch and is expecting any day. This is Annie. She is a sheep at Triple Cross Ranch and is expecting any day. 

KONRADI INSURANCEKONRADI INSURANCE
SERVICESSERVICES

Karen Konradi GriffithKaren Konradi Griffith
karen@konradi123.comkaren@konradi123.com

976 SR 46 E., Batesville, IN976 SR 46 E., Batesville, IN
812-934-6600 • Fax: 812-933-5935812-934-6600 • Fax: 812-933-5935

Insurance as simple as 1, 2, 3Insurance as simple as 1, 2, 3
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2358 South SR 129 • Versailles

812-689-6060
www.HalcombHomeCenter.com

5262 E. US 50 • Dillsboro, IN5262 E. US 50 • Dillsboro, IN
812-654-3177812-654-3177

5262 E. US 50 • Dillsboro. IN5262 E. US 50 • Dillsboro. IN
812-654-3177 • www.helenaagri.com/careers812-654-3177 • www.helenaagri.com/careers

SUBMITTED BY STRATTON FARMSSUBMITTED BY STRATTON FARMS
Just enjoying some watermelon as the cows will then enjoy the rhines! It’s all Just enjoying some watermelon as the cows will then enjoy the rhines! It’s all 
in the day of a farmer. in the day of a farmer. 

SUBMITTED BY LAUGHERY VALLEY AGSUBMITTED BY LAUGHERY VALLEY AG
Pictured is an older model CountryMark farm truck used by Laughery Valley Pictured is an older model CountryMark farm truck used by Laughery Valley 
Ag Co-op. Ag Co-op. 

HIRT & ELLCO, INC.
ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • HEATING & COOLING

108 West Pearl Street
Batesville, IN 47006

812-934-4646 or 800-256-8199
Fax: 812-934-4138

www.hirt-ellco.com

VersaillesVersailles

1004 S. Adams St., Versailles  •  812-689-1182

Mon. - Sat. 7:30 am - 9 pm
Sun. 10 am - 6 pm

National Agriculture Week 2025National Agriculture Week 2025

SUBMITTED BY STRATTON FARMSSUBMITTED BY STRATTON FARMS
A farmer’s work is never done. This night picture shows either Andy Stratton A farmer’s work is never done. This night picture shows either Andy Stratton 
or Eric Wall on the midnight shift. or Eric Wall on the midnight shift. 

SUBMITTED BY JESSICA MOBLEYSUBMITTED BY JESSICA MOBLEY
It’s never ending at Triple Cross Ranch as here is another five ton of It’s never ending at Triple Cross Ranch as here is another five ton of 
cow feed.cow feed.
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707 WEST US 50
VERSAILLES, IN 

47042
812-689-5161

Filter Sale 
March 1 thru 

March 31!
Huge Savings!

Place Order Now!

HANOVER
IMPLEMENT INC.

Annual Consignment Auction
Location: Hwy. 56 & 62 Hanover, IN 47243

Saturday, April 19
Sale Starts at 9:30 a.m.

812-866-2091
Consignments Welcome

National Agriculture Week 2025National Agriculture Week 2025

SUBMITTED BY STRATTON FARMSSUBMITTED BY STRATTON FARMS
The big red tractor chugs along as farming season is in full swing for the Strat-The big red tractor chugs along as farming season is in full swing for the Strat-
tons of Holton.tons of Holton.

SUBMITTED BY STRATTON FARMSSUBMITTED BY STRATTON FARMS
Harvest time is a busy time of the year for the Stratton Family of Holton. They Harvest time is a busy time of the year for the Stratton Family of Holton. They 
have three children.have three children.

SUBMITTED BY LAUGHERY VALLEY AGSUBMITTED BY LAUGHERY VALLEY AG
Right: Newer technology assists Laughery Valley Ag Co-op in enhancing agri-Right: Newer technology assists Laughery Valley Ag Co-op in enhancing agri-
cultural results. cultural results. 
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