CLASSIFIED
AD
DEADLINES

All classified ads
must be in our of-
fice by the following
deadlines.

For the Osgood
Journal, by Friday at
11:00 a.m.

For The Versailles
Republican, by Tues-
day at 11:00 a.m.

ADJUSTMENT
OF ERRORS

The Ripley Publish-
ing Company cannot
be responsible for
more than the first
publication of any
ad, so please check
your ad for accura-
cy. Subsequent re-
peated errors are the
responsibility of the
advertiser. If a clas-
sified ad should be
under a heading oth-
er than the advert-
iser would like it to
be please contact
the paper and it will
be corrected for the
following insertion,
however, no credit
will be given on the
ad. The Ripley Pub-
lishing Company
reserves the right to
reclassify, revise or
reject at its option
any advertisement
deemed detrimental
to the public interest
or the policy of the

vertised herein is
subject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing
Act, which makes it
illegal to advertise
any preference, lim-
itation or discrimi-
nation because of
race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, fa-
milial status, or na-
tional origin or in-
tention to make any
such preference,
limitation, or dis-
crimination. We will
not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising
for real estate which
is in violation of the
law. All persons are
hereby informed
that all dwellings
advertised are avail-
able on an equal
opportunity basis.

Wanted

Local collector pay-
ing cash for your un-
wanted sports cards,
comic books, and
vintage toys. Call or
text 812-212-5677 to
discuss. 100-13p

For Rent

3 bdrm, 1 bath farm-
house. Dillsboro
area. No pets. Back-
ground check re-
quired. $800/month.
Call. 812-655-6268
8tfx

3 bdrm, 1 bath
house, 7 miles south
of Versailles $1250/

month, $1250 de-

newspapers. ;
_ posit. 812-525-4701
All real estate ad 10-15p
POST FRAME ) Madison
BUILDINGS Metals

242448 1-16x7 garage door
1-3 door, Concrete Floor $13,900
0x40x10 11648 garage door
1-3 door, Concrete Floor $23,900
40x80x14 1-16x10 garage door
1-3'door, Concrets Floor $49,900
(812) 265-5290

Built on your lot! Over 60 years

experience. Large selection of

colors & sizes. Material pack-
ages available.

GOSMAN INC.

www.gosmaninc.com

We manufacture Premium
Metal Roofing and Trim
« Buy Factory Direct
+15 Colors
+ 40 Year Warranty
« Next Day Service
« Custom Trim Available
+20), 24, 30, & 40'
Trusses in Stock
Callfor current pricing
Scratch & Dent - $1.25 per linear foot
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

(812) 273-5214

Ripley Publishing
Company
home of the
Osgood Journal
and The Versailles
Republican
Subscribe today for
online
and/or in print at
www.ripleynews.com
or call 812-689-6364.

YARD SALE

June 19,20 & 21
9a.m.-6 p.m.
Household items,
clothes, crafts &
much more!

4645 E Co. Rd 900 S

Cross Plains IN
A. Ray
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The Life of an American Slave

Robert Luken
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In the previous article I wrote about the
history of slavery in the world, the colo-
nies and in the United States. In this article
my focus is upon what it was like to be a
slave in the United States.

When most of us think about the insti-
tution of slavery, we generally have the
idea that slavery only existed in the South.
However, slavery initially was legal in all
of the 13 colonies.

Three-Fifths Clause which specified that
enslaved people were counted as 3/5 of a
person and not as a full citizen of a state.
This was used to determine representation
in the United States House of Representa-
tives which added legislative power to the
Southern states.

Beginning in the year 1777, Vermont
abolished slavery. Gradually other North-
ern states passed emancipation laws.
However enslaved people remained in
New York and Pennsylvania into the
1830’s and ’40’s and in New Jersey into
the 1860°s.

The Congressional 1850 Fugitive Slave
Act required that run away slaves be re-
turned to the “owners” even if they were
in a free state.

This act made federal marshals and
local authorities legally responsible for
finding and returning escaped slaves who
were denied a jury trial.

Those who directly helped slaves in
their attempts to reach Canada or Mexico
or provided food or shelter faced severe
penalties if they were caught doing so. Pri-
vate citizens who were not assisting run-
away slaves but knew about the location
of “safe houses” were also legally bound
to assist in capturing runaway slaves.

Those charged with the federal crime
faced up to six months in prison and a
fine of $1,000.00 per slave. Addition-
ally, a fine of $1,000 per slave was pay-
able to the owners for damages. The sum
of $1,000.00 is equivalent to $40,000.00
today.

Between 1789 and 1877 twelve of our
nation’s presidents were slave owners in
varied capacities. This included George
Washington and Thomas Jefferson, the
principal author of “The Declaration of
Independence.”

It is well documented that Jefferson fos-
tered children with Sally Hemings, a do-
mestic servant and slave. The last presi-
dent who was a slave owner was General
Ulysses S. Grant, the Union commander
during the Civil War.

On January 1, 1863, President Abraham
Lincoln signed The Emancipation Procla-
mation which freed the slaves that were
residing in the Confederate States that
were in a “state of rebellion.” This added
another purpose for the Civil War from
one of preserving the Union to abolishing
slavery. It also authorized the enrollment
of Black soldiers into the Union army.

By the end of the Civil War some
179,000 black soldiers which was approx-
imately 10 percent of the Union army had
served. There was nearly 80 black com-
missioned officers. Approximately 40,000
died from battle wounds, infections or dis-
eases

Black women, who like their white
counterparts, could not serve in combat
positions in the army served as nurses,
spies and scouts.
(www.archives.gov/education/lessons/
blacks-civil-war)

Slaves were primarily divided by the
type of labor they provided. The two prin-
cipal classes of slaves were the “house
slaves” who performed domestic duties
and the “field slaves” who worked in ag-
ricultural production, principally cotton,
sugar and tobacco. Other slaves worked as
skilled craftsmen.

In 1794 Eli Whitney invented the cotton
gin, which separated the cotton seed from
the boll. Whitney’s invention greatly in-
creased cotton production but also inten-
sified the plantation owners’ reliance on
slave labor.

Slaves were totally dependent upon
their owners through a system of restric-
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BARKSHIRE FAMILY

African American Samuel Barkshire

‘was freod from slavery in Boone
Ky in 1833. He and
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Pictured is the African American Barkshire Family Marker located in Rising Sun.

tive codes. This included the slave from
learning to read and write, although some
slaves did master these two vital skills
through the leniency of their owners or
through secret means.

The most famous African-American
slave who secretly learned to become lit-
erate was Frederick Douglass who was
born in Maryland but eventually escaped
to freedom. He is the author Narrative of
the Life of Frederick Douglass, an Ameri-
can Slave, a best selling account of this
life.

Obedient behavior was sometimes re-
warded and rebellious slaves could be
brutally punished. One prominent threat
to the slave was “to be sold down the
river” which meant that the slave would
be sent to the New Orleans slave market.
Whippings for minor infractions were
common.

Since slaves were considered to be
property, hence, they could not legally
marry as they could not enter contracts.
Couples who had entered into a non-legal
union could be separated and sold.

Like their parents, the children of slaves
had no legal rights. Hence, they could
also be separated from family and sold.

Despite the threat of severe punishment,
the risk of death, dismemberment or be-
ing sold, many slaves attempted to run
away. It is estimated that 100,000 escaped
by fleeing to the North and to Canada and
Mexico were slavery was outlawed.

The most prominent means of escape
was through “The Underground Rail-
road,” a loosely organized network of
secret routes and safe houses that was
organized by free African Americans and
abolitionists. It existed from the early
1800’s to 1865.

The Underground Railroad had its own
secret vocabulary. Those who guided
escaping slaves from one area to another
were called conductors. The most famous
of these conductors was Harriet Tubman
who had escaped in 1849. Station Mas-
ter were people who hid runaway slaves,
called passengers, in their homes, barns
or at secret locations.

Indiana played a prominent role with
Ohio River towns such as Jeffersonville,
Madison, Rising Sun and Evansville
helping escaped slaves in route to Michi-
gan and later Canada.

The best-known Underground Rail-
road master in Indiana was Levi Coffin,
a Quaker abolitionist and businessman of
Fountain City. Coffin came to Indiana in
1826 He is also known as “President of
the Underground Railroad.” He claimed
he and his wife for over 20 years, housed
about 300 who were attempting to flee to
Canada.
(www.nps.gov/people/levi-coffin.htm)

With an understanding of what it was
like to be an enslaved African-American,
it is not surprising that slave revolts took
place, even though the consequences of
participating in such an uprising were
severe. Beatings of family members,
friends, neighbors, executions and the
public display of bloodied and dismem-

bered bodies could result.

Despite these consequences histori-
ans have identified that between 250
and some 300 uprising / rebellions took
place.

One that history textbooks traditionally
include is the 1831 Nat Turner rebellion.
Through his preaching Turner believed
that he was called by God to deliver his
people from the bonds of slavery; he
convinced several of his fellow slaves to
join him in that mission.

On August 21, 1831, Turner and his
followers entered the home of their
“master” and killed the entire family.
They then marched throughout South-
ampton County where they eventually
killed at least 55 people.

Eventually he was caught, tried and
hung on November 11th. Needless to
say, Turner’s rebellion sent a shock
way throughout the slave holding states.
(www history.com/articles/nat-turner)

On April 9,1865, Confederate General
Robert E. Lee surrendered to General
Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court
House, Virginia. However, the last Con-
federate army did not surrender in Texas
until June 2, 1865.

On August 20, of 1866, Confeder-
ate President Andrew Johnson signed
a proclamation which officially ended
America’s most costly war in terms of
the number of casualties. It is estimat-
ed that military deaths were between
620,000 and 750,000. Some 400,000 it is
additionally estimated were wounded.

On December 6, 1865, the 13th
Amendment to the United States Con-
stitution officially abolished slavery and
involuntary servitude.

Clearly, my articles have not com-
pletely covered the history of slavery in
the world or in our nation. It also has not
covered “modern day slavery practices
which are prevalent in forced child labor,
human trafficking for sexual exploration
or a host of other practices that keep a
human being physically or monetary en-
slaved. However, I hope that - at a min-
imum - I have shown that the enslave-
ment of a human being, by any means, is
unacceptable and is a blatant violation to
The Declaration of Independence which
states: “That all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.”

In my next article, I will focus on the
events following The Civil War

As is my normal ending, I conclude
with a quotation by Frederick Douglass
which seems appropriate as one stud-
ies the history of our nation. “The thing
worse than rebellion is the thing that
causes the rebellion.”

In researching this article I used the
following sources: Google and the cited
references.

Houchin, Mrvan Introduce Bill to Expand
Suicide Prevention Services for Veterans

Congresswoman Erin Houchin (R-
IN-09) and Congressman Frank Mrvan
(D-IN-01) introduced the bipartisan
Outreach Now: Timely Intervention for
Mental Health Emergencies (ON TIME)
Act. The legislation would require the
Department of Veterans Affairs to make
suicide prevention planning services
available outside of normal business
hours upon a veteran's request, helping
ensure veterans can access support when
they are available.

“When veterans experience mental
health crises, they deserve the attention
and follow-up necessary to address their
needs,” said Rep. Houchin. “Through
specialized VA staff, veterans can re-
ceive help and crisis support. However,

too often these specialists are only avail-
able during regular business hours. That
is impractical for our working veterans,
leaving them without assistance when
they may need it most. This bill will
ensure that veterans in crisis will have
access to support through the VA at any
time, day or night.”

“Thank you to Congresswoman
Houchin for leading this important effort
to ensure that VA resources and person-
nel are able to reach veterans who have
been flagged as high risk for suicide,”
said Rep. Mrvan. “I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with all of my colleagues
to advance this initiative to ensure that
those who voluntarily defend our nation
receive every resource, consideration,

and compassionate assistance when
they return home from service.”

The Department of Veterans Affairs
currently provides suicide prevention
coordination services to veterans iden-
tified as being at high risk for suicide.
However, veterans who are unavailable
during traditional business hours may
miss critical outreach and follow-up.
The ON TIME Act would require VA
medical centers to make these services
available outside of normal working
hours upon request, improving access
to care and strengthening suicide pre-
vention efforts for veterans across the
country.



