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Riehle and Johnston lead winners at St. Martin’s Country RunRiehle and Johnston lead winners at St. Martin’s Country Run

Girls flag football announces sanctioned eligibility

Sports by Rob Lafaryby Rob Lafary
SPORTS WRITERSPORTS WRITER

LEGALSLEGALS
TOWN OF VERSAILLES 
ORDINANCE
AN ORDINANCE FOR THE CREATION OF A RENTAL 
REGISTRATION AND INSPECTION PROGRAM  	
	 WHEREAS, the Town has a vested and continued interest 
in (1) benefiting the general public by minimizing adverse 
impacts on established residential neighborhoods in the 
Town and the owners and residents of properties in these 
neighborhoods resulting from the conversion of residential 
properties to transient use; (2) ensuring public health, safety 
and welfare insofar as they are affected by the continued 
occupancy and maintenance of structures and premises 
used as a residential rental dwelling; (3) assisting in the 
elimination of blight and to promote maintenance of homes; 
and (4) encouraging home ownership in established residential 
neighborhoods in the Town; and
WHEREAS, the Town recognizes the need for a rental 
registration program for residential rental dwellings within 
the Town to provide an efficient and timely system of 
communication regarding code enforcement, fire and safety, 
and law enforcement for the health, safety, and welfare of all 
residents of the Town; and
WHEREAS, the adoption of a rental dwelling registration and 
permit system advances a legitimate public purpose in order to 
protect the public health, safety and welfare of the Town; and
WHEREAS, the Town is authorized under Ind. Code §36-1-
20-1 et seq. and now wishes to adopt requirements regarding 
registration and permitting of rental housing; and
WHEREAS the Town of Versailles finds that for the promotion 
of public health and safety that the regulation and inspection of 
rental properties is necessary and desirable;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Town 
Council of the Town of Versailles, Indiana, that new Chapter 
6, Article III of the Town of Versailles Code of Ordinances is 
established to read as follows:
“RENTAL REGISTRATION AND INSPECTION 
PROGRAM
Sections:
6-101 Title, Purpose, and Applicability
6-102 Definitions
6-103 Safe and habitable premises
6-104 Annual Registration
6-105 Inspection
6-106 Penalties for violation
6-101 Title, Purpose, and Applicability
This chapter shall be known as the “Rental Registration and 
Inspection Program” of the Town of Versailles, Indiana.
(A) The Residential Registration and Inspection Program is 
hereby established for the following purposes:
1.	To benefit the general public by minimizing adverse impacts 
on established residential neighborhoods in the Town and the 
owners and residents of properties in these neighborhoods 
resulting from the conversion of residential properties to 
transient use;
2.	To ensure public health, safety and welfare insofar as they 
are affected by the continued occupancy and maintenance of 
structures and premises used as a residential rental dwelling;
3.	To assist in the elimination of blight and to promote 
maintenance of homes; and
4.	To encourage home ownership in established residential 
neighborhoods in the Town.
(B) The Residential Registration and Inspection Program 
applies to all residential rental dwellings located within the 
corporate boundaries of the Town of Versailles.
6-102 Definitions
The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation 
and enforcement of this chapter. Words in the singular shall 
include the plural, and words in the plural shall include the 
singular.
“Inspection certificate” means a certificate issued by the Town 
which documents that a rental unit has passed inspection and 
the owner is permitted to rent or lease the unit.
“Inspection officers” shall mean the following persons, 
working separately or together, who shall enforce the 
provisions of this chapter:
1.	Town Manager or his/her designee.
2.	Fire inspector, fire chief or other designated officer.
3.	County health officer or his / her designee.
“Occupant” means any person, living, sleeping, cooking, or 
having physical or actual possession of a rental unit.
“Owner” means one or more persons in whom is vested 
all or part of the legal title to property. The term includes a 
mortgagee or contract purchaser in possession.
“Person” means an individual, a corporation, an association, 
a partnership, a governmental entity, a trust, an estate, or any 
other legal or commercial entity.
“Registration fee” means the amount paid when registering a 
rental unit with the town.
Rental Unit. As used in this chapter, “rental unit” means:
1.	A structure, or the part of a structure, that is used as a home, 
residence, or sleeping unit by:

a. One individual who maintains a household; or
b. Two or more individuals who maintain a common 
household; or

2.	Any grounds, facilities, or area promised for the use of a 
residential tenant, including the following:

a. An apartment unit.
b. A boarding house.
c. A rooming house.
d. A mobile home space.
e. A single- or two- or more family dwelling.
Rental Unit Community. As used in this chapter, “rental 
unit community” means one or more parcels of contiguous 
real property upon which are located one or more structures 
containing rental units, if:
1.	The combined total of all rental units in all of the structures is 
five or more rental units; and
2.	The rental units are not occupied solely by the owner or the 
owner’s family.
“Unsafe building” means a building or structure, or any part of a 
building or structure, that is:
1.	In an impaired structural condition that makes it unsafe to a 
person or property;
2.	A fire hazard;
3.	A hazard to the public health;
4.	A public nuisance;
5.	Dangerous to a person or property because of a violation 
of a statute or ordinance concerning building condition or 
maintenance;
6.	Vacant and not maintained in a manner that would allow 
human habitation, occupancy, or use under the requirements of a 
statute or an ordinance; or
7.	Otherwise in violation of state or town unsafe building laws.
“Unsafe premises” means the tract of real estate on which an 
unsafe building is located.
6-103 Safe and Habitable Premises
An owner must maintain the rental unit in a safe and habitable 
manner. Accordingly, the owner must ensure that a rental unit:
A. Is not in an unsafe building.
B. Is in compliance with all rules, regulations, ordinances, 
statutes, or other laws including, but not limited to:
1.	The Town of Versailles ordinances and unsafe building 
ordinance;
2.	The state of Indiana Unsafe Building Law;
3.	State and Town fire code;
4.	State and Town building code;
5.	National, state, and local electric code;
6.	Any other rule, regulation, statute, or other law relating or 
pertaining to the safety or habitability of a residential or rental 
property.
C. Is safe and habitable with respect to:
1.	Electrical supply and electrical systems;
2.	Plumbing and plumbing systems;
3.	Water supply, including hot water;
4.	Heating, ventilation, and air conditioning equipment and 
systems;
5.	Bathroom and toilet facilities;
6.	Doors, windows, stairways, and hallways;
7.	Functioning smoke detectors; and
8.	The structure in which a rental unit is located.
6-104 Annual Registration
A. Registration Form. The planning director shall prepare a form 
for an owner of a rental unit to complete (“registration form”). 
The registration form shall require information including, but not 
be limited to:
1.	Name of owner;
2.	Address of rental unit;
3.	Mailing address for owner or owner’s representative;
4.	Name of tenant;
5.	E-mail address of owner;
6.	Phone number of owner;
7.	Number of units that owner rents;
8.	Verification that the landlord will update any and all 
information within 30 days of any change;
9.	Verification that a Homestead Property Tax Deduction is not 
being claimed on the property while in use as a rental unit or 
verification that owner is living with tenant;
10.	 Disclosure if owner or the rental unit:
(a) has been cited for violation of any requirement imposed by 
the Town Code, including this article;
(b) is current on all Town of Versailles utility invoices (including 
but not limited to water, sanitary sewer, trash, and stormwater); 
and
(c) has been the subject of more than three (3) civil citations 
or three substantiated police calls for service resulting in a 
citation or criminal charges within the preceding twenty-four 
(24) months.
The planning director may amend the registration form from 
time to time as appropriate and/or necessary.
B. Annual Registration and Fee. An owner of rental unit in 
the town shall complete a registration form and pay an annual 
$0.00 registration fee (“registration fee”) for each parcel of real 
property on which a rental unit is located. The registration form 
and the registration fee shall be submitted to the town planning 
director. The registration forms for all existing rental properties 
in place the time of adoption of this ordinance shall be submitted 
on or before January 1, 2027. In all other cases, registration 
forms shall be submitted within 30 days of the establishment of 
the new rental property. In all other cases, the annual registration 
fee shall be due by January 1 of each year.

C. Rental Unit Community Exception. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of subsection B of this section, an owner of a 
rental unit community will only be obligated to complete one 
registration form and to submit a single registration fee per each 
rental unit community.
D. Obligation to Update Information. The owner of a rental unit 
will be required to update its registration form within 30 days of 
any change in address, change in ownership, change in occupant, 
or any other material changes thereto. Failure to do so will result 
in a violation of this chapter.
E. Initial Registration. All current owners shall submit an initial 
registration form and a registration fee for any and all existing 
rental units by January 1, 2027. Thereafter, any owner shall 
have 30 days from obtaining ownership in a rental unit and/or 
leasing a rental unit to register that rental unit with the town and 
to submit the registration fee. No owner shall let for occupancy 
a rental without first registering the rental unit and obtaining and 
maintaining the rental unit permit from the town of Versailles. 
Nothing contained herein shall be construed to limit or preempt 
the authority of a homeowners association, condominium 
association, or similar entity to adopt and enforce covenants, 
conditions, restrictions, or rules that are more restrictive than 
those set forth herein.
F. Rental Registration and Inspection Fund. The Town Council 
hereby establishes a special fund which shall be known as the 
“rental registration and inspection fund” dedicated solely to 
reimbursing the costs actually incurred by the town relating to 
the registration and inspection of rental units as provided in 
this chapter. All registration fees required hereunder shall be 
deposited in that special fund.
6-105 Inspection
A. Inspections Authorized. The inspection officers are authorized 
and directed to make inspections to determine the condition of 
rental units located within the Town of Versailles.
1.	The inspection officers are authorized to enter, examine and 
survey, at all reasonable times, any and all rental units. The 
owner or the owner’s representative, and/or occupant of every 
rental unit, shall give the inspection officer free access to such 
rental unit and its premises at all reasonable times for the 
purpose of such inspection, examination and survey, provided, 
however, that such inspection officer has, prior to entry thereof, 
positively identified himself or herself as a person authorized 
pursuant to this chapter to enter upon said premises. At the 
time of each inspection, all pets must be controlled so that the 
inspection officer can move about the dwelling and surrounding 
property.
2.	The owner or the owner’s representative and the occupant 
shall be entitled to 72 hours’ written notice from the inspection 
officer prior to conducting the inspection, examination or 
survey. In the event that the owner, or the tenant if occupied, 
refuses to allow the inspection officer to conduct the inspection, 
the inspection officer shall apply for a warrant to make the 
inspection in accordance with IC 36-7-9-16.
3.	This provision shall not be construed to limit or restrain the 
right of the inspection officer to make an inspection of any other 
building or premises pursuant to any of the provisions of IC 36-
7-9-1 et al. or the town’s ordinances concerning unsafe buildings 
or unsightly premises.
B. Inspection At Least Once Every Five Years. Every rental unit 
operated and maintained in the town shall be inspected by the 
planning director or his/her designee at least one time every five 
years (“routine inspection”). The routine inspection shall be 
made to ascertain that the facility conforms to all requirements 
of this chapter, any other ordinance of the town, and all statutes 
of the state of Indiana regarding such facilities.
C. Exemption to Routine Inspection. Pursuant to IC 36-1-20-
4.1(c), except as provided in subsection D of this section, the 
town may not conduct a routine inspection of a rental unit or 
impose a fee pertaining to the inspection of a rental unit, if the 
rental unit satisfies all of the following:
1.	The rental unit is:
a. Managed by a professional real estate manager; or
b. Part of a rental unit community that is managed by a 
professional real estate manager.
2.	During the previous 12 months, the rental unit has been 
inspected or is part of a rental unit community that has been 
inspected by either of the following:
a. By or for:

i. The United States Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, the Indiana Housing and Community 
Development Authority, or another federal or state agency; or
ii. A financial institution or insurance company authorized to do 
business in Indiana.

b. By an inspector who:

i. Is a registered architect;
ii. Is a professional engineer; or
iii. Satisfies the qualifications of the town’s Town such that the 
inspector would qualify as an inspection officer.
c. However, the inspector may not be an employee of the owner.
3.	A written inspection report of the inspection under subsection 
(C)(2) of this section has been issued to
the owner of the rental unit or rental unit community (as 
applicable) that verifies that the rental unit or rental unit 
community is safe and habitable with respect to:

a. Electrical supply and electrical systems;
b. Plumbing and plumbing systems;
c. Water supply, including hot water;
d. Heating, ventilation, and air conditioning equipment and 
systems;
e. Bathroom and toilet facilities;
f. Doors, windows, stairways, and hallways;
g. Functioning smoke detectors; and
h. The structure in which a rental unit is located.
4.	The inspection report issued under subsection (C)(3) of this 
section is delivered to the town Town on or
      before the date of the scheduled inspection.
D. Additional Inspections. In addition to the routine inspection, 
the town may inspect any rental unit, if the political subdivision 
has reason to believe or receives a complaint that the rental unit 
does not comply with applicable code requirements, so long 
as the town provides 72 hours’ written notice as provided in 
subsection (A)(2) of this section.
E. Access. Every occupant of a rental unit shall give the owner 
thereof or the owner’s representative access to any part of 
such dwelling or rental unit or its premises at all reasonable 
times for the purpose of making such repairs or alterations as 
are necessary to effect compliance with the provisions of this 
chapter.
F. Inspection Fee. For any routine inspection or additional 
inspection, the town shall charge the owner of the rental unit 
a fee of $125.00 (“inspection fee”) for each building, along 
with an additional $25.00 fee for each unit. Failure to pay the 
inspection fee within 30 days of receiving notice thereof shall 
result in a violation of this chapter. However, in the case of a 
rental unit that meets the requirements for an exemption under 
subsection C of this section, the town may not impose any 
inspection fee pertaining to the inspection of that rental unit.
G. Inspection Certificate. The Town shall issue to the owner 
of every registered and inspected rental unit an inspection 
certificate as proof that the unit passed inspection. The 
inspection certificate shall be valid until the next inspection.
H. Violation Notice. If an inspection officer finds that a rental 
unit or any part thereof fails to comply with any standard 
set forth in this chapter, any other ordinance of the town of 
Versailles, or any statute of the state of Indiana, he or she shall 
give notice of the alleged violation to the owner of the rental 
unit (the “violation notice”). The violation notice shall be in 
writing and shall reasonably describe the violation found. The 
violation notice shall further specify the date by which the 
violation must be corrected.
I. Service of Violation Notice. The violation notice shall be 
served upon the owner or the owner’s representative, and the 
occupant of the rental unit. The violation notice may be served 
by any of the following methods:
1.	Sending a copy of the violation notice by registered or 
certified mail to the address of the owner and/or occupant as 
reflected on the registration form;
2.	Delivering a copy of the violation notice personally to the 
person to be notified; or
3.	Leaving a copy of the violation notice at the address of the 
owner and/or occupant as reflected on the registration form.
4.	In the event that service cannot be obtained by foregoing 
methods, the alternate means of service described in IC 36-7-9-
25 may be used.
J. Curing Violations. A rental unit that the inspection officer 
finds to be unsafe or uninhabitable shall be repaired so that 
it meets acceptable standards within 15 days of the violation 
notice. Any other violations shall be repaired within 30 days 
of the violation notice. Failure to cure a violation shall result 
in a violation of this chapter. The town planning director may 
extend the period for cure for good cause.
K. Reinspection. Upon termination of the applicable notice 
period as provided in subsection J of this section, the town may 
reinspect the property and charge an inspection fee for any and 
all such reinspections.
L. In the event a property is in compliance, the inspection fee or 
reinspection fee may be waived by Town Council.
6-106 Penalties for Violation
Any violation of any provision of this chapter shall subject 
the violating party to a fine not to exceed $500.00. Each day 
that a violation continues or remains uncured shall constitute 
a separate offense.”
This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after 
the date of its passage and such publication as required by law.
Passed on first reading this June 9, 2026.
Finally adopted this July 4, 2026.
Ayes: 3
Nays: 0
Whole number of Board Members being three (3).
/s/ Roxanne Meyer
Council Member and President
/s/ Josh Combs
Council Member
/s/ Renee Hart
Council Member
Attest:
/s/ Sarah Bauman, Clerk-Treasurer
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   The Indiana High School Athletic    The Indiana High School Athletic 
Association is one step closer to adding Association is one step closer to adding 
another sport to its docket as girls flag another sport to its docket as girls flag 
football is eligible to be sanctioned by football is eligible to be sanctioned by 
the end of the 2026-2027 school year. the end of the 2026-2027 school year. 
  Girls flag football had been introduced   Girls flag football had been introduced 
four years ago through a partnership with four years ago through a partnership with 
the Indianapolis Colts and eventually the Indianapolis Colts and eventually 
moved up to the status of "emerging moved up to the status of "emerging 
sport" by the IHSAA, a title that means at sport" by the IHSAA, a title that means at 
least 20 member schools are participating least 20 member schools are participating 
in that sport as part of a trial run. in that sport as part of a trial run. 
  Fast forward to the summer of 2026 and   Fast forward to the summer of 2026 and 
it has been reported by the IHSAA that it has been reported by the IHSAA that 
108 schools will be participating in the 108 schools will be participating in the 

girls flag football program this fall. That girls flag football program this fall. That 
number exceeds the minimum of 100 number exceeds the minimum of 100 
schools the IHSAA requires to become schools the IHSAA requires to become 
fully-sanctioned. Upon completion of fully-sanctioned. Upon completion of 
this first season with so many schools, the this first season with so many schools, the 
organization will then bring it to a vote organization will then bring it to a vote 
whether to give the sport its sanctioned whether to give the sport its sanctioned 
status. status. 
  Flag football is currently sweeping the   Flag football is currently sweeping the 
nation with the National Football League nation with the National Football League 
announcing that over 40 states feature announcing that over 40 states feature 
it as a sport of choice at the high school it as a sport of choice at the high school 
level. level. 
  Currently in Indiana, none of the 108   Currently in Indiana, none of the 108 
participating schools hail from a high participating schools hail from a high 

Runners of all ages gathered on Saturday Runners of all ages gathered on Saturday 
morning for the St. Martin's Country morning for the St. Martin's Country 
Run, Dearborn County's oldest road race, Run, Dearborn County's oldest road race, 
continuing a tradition that has brought the continuing a tradition that has brought the 
community together for 46 years. This community together for 46 years. This 
year's event attracted 153 finishers, with year's event attracted 153 finishers, with 
participants competing for overall honors participants competing for overall honors 
and age-group championships.and age-group championships.

Gabe Riehle, a track and cross country Gabe Riehle, a track and cross country 
standout for Milan High School, raced to standout for Milan High School, raced to 
the overall men's title in 16:36. Riehle will the overall men's title in 16:36. Riehle will 
continue his running career for Marian continue his running career for Marian 
University in the fall. Kim Johnston, from University in the fall. Kim Johnston, from 
College Corner, Ohio claimed the overall College Corner, Ohio claimed the overall 
women's championship with a winning time women's championship with a winning time 
of 21:29. This was Johnston’s 2nd Country of 21:29. This was Johnston’s 2nd Country 
Run title with her first coming in 2023.Run title with her first coming in 2023.

While no one was able to surpass the While no one was able to surpass the 
course record of 14:30, set by Curtis Eckstein course record of 14:30, set by Curtis Eckstein 
in 2023, the field produced many strong in 2023, the field produced many strong 
performances throughout the morning.performances throughout the morning.

Denise Kirchgassner received the Most Denise Kirchgassner received the Most 
Improved Runner award after finishing the Improved Runner award after finishing the 
course in 33:52, a 22:22 improvement from course in 33:52, a 22:22 improvement from 
last year. last year. 

The Male Master Runner (oldest male The Male Master Runner (oldest male 
runner) went to 82 year old Michael Horner runner) went to 82 year old Michael Horner 
of West Chester, Ohio. The Female Master of West Chester, Ohio. The Female Master 
Runner (oldest female runner) was awarded Runner (oldest female runner) was awarded 
to 76 year old Lynn Corson from Cincinnati, to 76 year old Lynn Corson from Cincinnati, 
Ohio.Ohio.

Another special award unique to the Another special award unique to the 
Country Run is Farthest Traveled. For a Country Run is Farthest Traveled. For a 
second year in a row, that award went to second year in a row, that award went to 
Kathleen Lillie who travelled 1,406 miles Kathleen Lillie who travelled 1,406 miles 
from Texas.from Texas.
Age-group champions included:Age-group champions included:
Female 10 & Under: L. Beetz – 27:39Female 10 & Under: L. Beetz – 27:39
Male 10 & Under: B. Keller – 23:46Male 10 & Under: B. Keller – 23:46
Female 11–14: B. Wagner – 25:11Female 11–14: B. Wagner – 25:11
Male 11–14: Miles Lightner – 21:05Male 11–14: Miles Lightner – 21:05
Female 15–19: Reagan Whitehead – 24:11Female 15–19: Reagan Whitehead – 24:11
Male 15–19: Cohenn Hambrick – 18:04Male 15–19: Cohenn Hambrick – 18:04

Female 20–29: Jada Hicks – 21:56Female 20–29: Jada Hicks – 21:56
Male 20–29: Will Stephens – 16:50Male 20–29: Will Stephens – 16:50
Female 30–39: Kayla Theising – 29:41Female 30–39: Kayla Theising – 29:41
Male 30–39: Evan Werner – 20:17Male 30–39: Evan Werner – 20:17
Female 40–49: Misty Gasper – 27:00Female 40–49: Misty Gasper – 27:00
Male 40–49: Bryan Wagner – 17:48Male 40–49: Bryan Wagner – 17:48
Female 50–59: Nicki Eichhold – 25:34Female 50–59: Nicki Eichhold – 25:34
Male 50–59: Billy Steelman – 23:20Male 50–59: Billy Steelman – 23:20
Female 60–69: Nurys Diaz – 32:24Female 60–69: Nurys Diaz – 32:24
Male 60–69: Kevin Johnston – 22:05Male 60–69: Kevin Johnston – 22:05
Female 70 & Over: Ann Seeger – 31:14Female 70 & Over: Ann Seeger – 31:14
Male 70 & Over: Fred Seeger – 30:50Male 70 & Over: Fred Seeger – 30:50

For full results, pictures, and historical For full results, pictures, and historical 
data about Dearborn County’s oldest road data about Dearborn County’s oldest road 
race visit https://runsignup.com/Race/race visit https://runsignup.com/Race/
IN/Guilford/SaintMartinsCountryRun or IN/Guilford/SaintMartinsCountryRun or 
StuartRoadRacing.comStuartRoadRacing.com

The Country Run Race Committee The Country Run Race Committee 
expressed their appreciation to the volunteers, expressed their appreciation to the volunteers, 
sponsors, participants, and spectators whose sponsors, participants, and spectators whose 
efforts helped make this year even possible. efforts helped make this year even possible. 
Their support has allowed the event to remain Their support has allowed the event to remain 
one of Dearborn County's signature summer one of Dearborn County's signature summer 
traditions.traditions.

Jeff Mersmann
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

SUBMITTED PHOTO SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Gabe Riehle at the finish line of the St. Martin’s Country Run.Gabe Riehle at the finish line of the St. Martin’s Country Run.

school of local interest. Programs school of local interest. Programs 
closest to Southeastern Indiana are closest to Southeastern Indiana are 
featured at Silver Creek, Charlestown, featured at Silver Creek, Charlestown, 
Providence, Clarksville and New Providence, Clarksville and New 
Albany. The majority of teams hail from Albany. The majority of teams hail from 
the Indianapolis area. the Indianapolis area. 
  Girls flag football is on the same   Girls flag football is on the same 
schedule as many fall sports in the state. schedule as many fall sports in the state. 
The sport can begin official practices on The sport can begin official practices on 
August 3 and start regular season games August 3 and start regular season games 
on August 15. No IHSAA-managed state on August 15. No IHSAA-managed state 
tournament would be in place until a yes tournament would be in place until a yes 
vote brings flag football to a sanctioned vote brings flag football to a sanctioned 
status. status. 


