GLASSIHED

small ads

CLASSIFIED
AD
DEADLINES

All classified ads
must be in our of-
fice by the following
deadlines.

For the Osgood
Journal, by Friday at
11:00 a.m.

For The Versailles
Republican, by
Tuesday at 11:00
a.m.

ADJUSTMENT
OF ERRORS

The Ripley Publish-
ing Company cannot
be responsible for
more than the first
publication of any
ad, so please check
your ad for accuracy.
Subsequent repeat-
ed errors are the
responsibility of the
advertiser. If a clas-
sified ad should be
under a heading oth-
er than the advert-

reserves the right to
reclassify, revise or
reject at its option
any advertisement
deemed detrimental
to the public interest
or the policy of the
newspapers.

All real estate ad-
vertised herein is
subject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing
Act, which makes it
illegal to advertise
any preference, lim-
itation or discrimi-
nation because of
race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, fa-
milial status, or na-
tional origin or in-
tention to make any
such preference,
limitation, or dis-
crimination. We will
not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising
for real estate which
is in violation of the
law. All persons are
hereby informed
that all dwellings
advertised are avail-
able on an equal
opportunity basis.

iser would like it to
be please contact
the paper and it will
be corrected for the
following insertion,
however, no credit
will be given on the
ad. The Ripley Pub-
lishing Company

WANTED

Regenerative Grazer
in Versailles looking
for pasture for rent.
Call Jared Day. 812-
344-3888
44,46,48,50,52,54p

The Town of Osgood is currently
accepting applications for the position of

Police Officer
Applicants must be 21 years of age and able to pass a
background check.
During the hiring process applicants will be required
to subject themselves to various forms of background
checks, physical fitness testing, written aptitude testing,
an interview process, polygraph testing and other
testing that may be deemed appropriate.
Applications can be picked up at the Town Hall at 147
W. Ripley Street Osgood, IN. Resumes will be
accepted only if accompanied by an application.
Deadline for all applications and resumes is
October 16, 2026 at 4:00 P.M.
Additional requirements:
+ Must be a resident citizen of the United States
+ Must be 21 years old to apply
+ Must have a high school diploma or GED certificate
+ Cannot have a felony conviction
+ Cannot have a misdemeanor conviction involving
domestic violence
» Must possess a valid driver’s license
+ Cannot have been dishonorably discharged from
the military
+ Must pass a mandatory drug screening test

Questions? Call 812-689-4313

GOSMAN INC.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Tuesday, September 29, 2026

LEGALS

Notice of Public Hearing
Amendment to Zoning Ordinance

Notice is hereby given that the Town Council of Osgood,
Indiana, on the 15th day of October, 2026, at 6:30 p.m. in the
meeting room of the Osgood Town Hall, 147 W. Ripley Street,
Osgood, IN 47037, will hold a public hearing on the proposed
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance of Ripley County, Indiana,
as certified by the Ripley County Area Planning Commission.

The certified amendment is seeking to establish an overlay
district generally within areas currently zoned as GB (General
Business), and LB (Local Business). It is particularly described
on the overlay map located at the Ripley County Planning office,
and the Town Hall for Osgood, Indiana, where the certified
ordinance and map are available for inspection.

The overlay district would prohibit street level and first floor
level residential uses in commercial or mixed-use buildings in
non-residential classifications located within the overlay area.
This does not impact originally designed single-family dwellings
in non-residential zoning districts. It does not impact residential
dwelling units in mixed-use structures located on the 1st floor
when such dwelling units are accessed exclusively from the rear
or side of the building and do not occupy street-facing storefront
frontage and do not occupy more than 70% of the gross first floor
area. The certified ordinance also amends the nonconforming
use ordinance to say; that if a dwelling unit that is a non-
conforming use is vacant for 180 days or more, its use shall not
again be nonconforming.

Written suggestions or objections to the provisions of said
proposed amendment may be filed with the Clerk-Treasurer
for the Town of Osgood, on or before such meeting and will
be heard by the Town Council at the time and place specified.
Said hearing may be continued from time to time as may be
necessary. Interested persons desiring to present their views upon
the proposed amendment, either in writing or verbally, will be
given the opportunity to be heard at the above-mentioned time
and place. In the event that said item is tabled or postponed, or
the meeting is cancelled or postponed, the proposed amendment
will be heard at the next regularly scheduled meeting. No further
notification will be published.

/s/ Tamara Wilhoit
Clerk-Treasurer
Town of Osgood, Indiana
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POST FRAME ) Madison
BUILDINGS Metals

242448 1-16x7 garage door
1-3'door, Concrete Floor $13.900

We manufacture Premium
Metal Roofing and Trim

30x40x10 1-16x8 garage door « Buy Factory Direct
1-3' door, Concrste Floor $23,900 - 15 Colors
+ 40 Year Warranty

40x80x14 1-16x10 garage door
1-3'door, Concrete Floor $49900

(812) 265-5290

Built on your lot! Over 60 years

experience. Large selection of|

colors & sizes. Material pack-
ages available.

« Next Day Service
« Custom Trim Available
+20, 24, 30, & 40'
Trusses in Stock
Call for current pricing
Scratch & Dent - $1.25 per linear foot
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

(812) 273-5214

www.gosmanin(.com

Notice of Public Hearing
Amendment to Zoning Ordinance

Notice is hereby given that the Town Council of Milan, Indiana,
on the 26th day of October, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the meeting
room of the Milan Town Hall, 211 Carr Street, Milan, IN 47031,
will hold a public hearing on the proposed amendment to the
Zoning Ordinance of Ripley County, Indiana, as certified by the
Ripley County Area Planning Commission.

The certified amendment is seeking to establish an overlay
district generally within areas currently zoned as GB (General
Business), and LB (Local Business). It is particularly described
on the overlay map located at the Ripley County Planning
office, and the Town Hall for Milan, Indiana, where the certified
ordinance and map are available for inspection.

The overlay district would prohibit street level and first floor
level residential uses in commercial or mixed-use buildings in
non-residential classifications located within the overlay area.
This does not impact originally designed single-family dwellings
in non-residential zoning districts. It does not impact residential
dwelling units in mixed-use structures located on the Ist floor
when such dwelling units are accessed exclusively from the rear
or side of the building and do not occupy street-facing storefront
frontage and do not occupy more than 70% of the gross first floor
area. The certified ordinance also amends the nonconforming
use ordinance to say; that if a dwelling unit that is a non-
conforming use is vacant for 180 days or more, its use shall not
again be nonconforming.

Written suggestions or objections to the provisions of said
proposed amendment may be filed with the Clerk-Treasurer
for the Town of Milan, on or before such meeting and will be
heard by the Town Council at the time and place specified.
Said hearing may be continued from time to time as may be
necessary. Interested persons desiring to present their views
upon the proposed amendment, either in writing or verbally, will
be given the opportunity to be heard at the above-mentioned time
and place. In the event that said item is tabled or postponed, or
the meeting is cancelled or postponed, the proposed amendment
will be heard at the next regularly scheduled meeting. No further
notification will be published.

/s/ Melissa Teer
Clerk-Treasurer

Town of Milan, Indiana
45x
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Bulldog tennis
wraps up regular
season

Batesville boys tennis now sets its sights
on the postseason after a pair of matches last
Wednesday and Thursday that wrapped up
the regular season.

The Bulldogs earned 5-0 sweeps in both,
beating South Dearborn at home on Wednes-
day before Thursday's road win against
Southwestern (Hanover). Batesville ends the
season with a 15-5 mark.

Match results from Wednesday were: Sin-
gles - No. 1 Max Walter (BV) def. Brandon
Roberts (SD) 6-0, 6-1; No. 2 Wes Peters
(BV) def. Bradu Ullrich (SD) 6-0, 6-1; No. 3
Coleman West (BV) def. Parker Wuestefeld
(SD) 6-1, 6-0. Doubles - No. 1 Eli Doll and
Wes Patterson (BV) def. Kohen Courtney
and Chase Conn (SD) 6-1, 6-0; No. 2 Park-
er Smith and Drew Nobbe (BV) def. Bryce
Tucher and Luke Eaves (SD) 6-3, 6-2.

Thursday match results were: Singles- No.
1 Jevan Smith (BV) def. Quenton Lewis
(SW) 6-1, 6-4; No. 2 Carson Meyer (BV)
def. Colton Deputy (SW) 6-0 6-1; No. 3 Max
Walter (BV) def. Luke Morrow (SW) 6-3,
7-6 (7-3). Doubles - No. 1 Wes Peters and
Will Patterson (BV) def. Brady Bowman and
Luke Coles (SW) 6-1, 6-3; No. 2 Eli Doll and
Coleman West (BV) def. Ryan Hall and Kobe
Rogers (SW) 2-6, 6-1, 10-8.

Batesville competes in the IHSAA Boys
Tennis Sectional this week at home.

NOTICE OF OPENING

South Ripley Community School Corporation

CAFETERIA SUBSTITUTE

Hours would vary 2-5.25 hours per day
No application deadline
Contact: Farrah McCracken, South Ripley Food Service Director
812-689-5383 « ffranklin-mccracken@sripley.k12.in.us
Only online applications will be accepted. Access through our
corporation website at www. sripley.k12.in.us and select the link
“Employment Opportunities”. Apply using the
“Cafeteria Worker HS Substitute” -application

We Need Your Support!

The Ku Klux Klan in the Hoosier State

Robert Luken
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

In the previous article, I wrote about the his-
tory of the Ku Klux Klan from its beginning
in the South shortly after the Reconstruction
Period had ended. I also discussed the resur-
gence of the Klan in the early beginnings of
the twentieth century and how the goals and
the membership expanded well beyond the
former Confederate agenda and territories.

In this article I will discuss the expansion
of the Klan specifically into the Indiana in the
1920’s.

In writing this article, I have relied heav-
ily upon to works: The Ku Klux Klan in the
Heartland by James H. Madison, Profes-
sor of History Emeritus, Indiana University,
Bloomington. (1)

My second source for material was A Fever
in the Heartland by Timothy Egan, Pulitzer
Prize winning reporter and author of nine
other books. (2)

Although both literary works focus upon
the rise and the acquisition of political power
of the Klan in the Hoosier State, Egan’s work
also focuses more intensely upon the rise and
eventual demise of Indiana’s Grand Wizard
of the Indiana Klan, D. C. Stephenson, who
boaster that in Indiana he was “the law.”

Others described him as, “The most tal-
ented psychopath ever to tread the banks of
the Wabash.” (2) I highly recommend both
works.

It is difficult to estimate the number of
male Hoosiers who belonged to the secre-
tive organization. Madison writes, “Best es-
timates are about one-third of the native-born
white men in Indiana” were Klan members.”

Indiana Klan membership also varied geo-
graphically with the northern counties, which
were more Republican party oriented having
more Klan members than the southern coun-
ties which tended to support the Democratic
party.

Indiana women eventually joined and
organized their own KKK chapters called
Women of the Ku Klux Klan. They rallied
around alcohol prohibition and other issues
“close to the family, including delinquent
girls, interracial sex, vice, and immortality in
movies.” (1)

The Klan was masterful at spreading its
message of racial superiority, hate and intol-
erance for anyone it deemed racially, ethni-
cally or religiously inferior.

The Klan leadership used the same tactics
that today’s dictators and fascist leaders use to
achieve and maintain political power: created
a powerful personal image where the leader

claimed to be the sole protector and voice of
the nation, believe the he is above the law, at-
tempts to control the legislative and judicial
branches of the government, narcissistic, (an
extreme need for admiration and constant
praise) attempts to suppress free speech, press
and political rivals, attempts to control or dis-
pute election results, attacks schools, univer-
sities and those institutions which question
the leader, appeals to the citizens’ super pat-
riotism, uses mass rallies and parades, incites
fear that one’s lifestyle is threatened, verbally
attacks opponents, minorities and outsiders,
exhibits xenophobia, (the fear of strangers)
uses propaganda, book banning and censor-
ship, spreads lies and conspiracy theories
which causes for the citizens to doubt inde-
pendent expertise and “real news,” and, last
but certainly not least, in today’s world, uses
social media. (Google Al)

D. W. Griffith’s film The Birth of a Nation,
which was based on Thomas Dixon Jr’s, 1905
novel The Clansman: A Historical Romance
of the Ku Klux Klan, is a perfect example
of the use of the media as it “Portrayed Re-
construction African Americans as subhuman
savages. The Black caricatures were lecher-
ous, slovenly, and criminal”

The Klan was portrayed as saviors “riding
to the rescue on steeds draped in white.” Grif-
fith added one other element to his film: the
burning cross which became a standard pro-
cedure for future Klan rallies. (2)

The film was an overwhelming success
which played to packed houses, both in the
South and the North, including our nation’s
capital. “Twenty-five million Americans - one
in four - saw it in the first two years of its
release. It was the most viewed silent film in
film history.”

James Weldon Johnson, African American
poet and essayist and one of the founders of
the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP / pronounced N
double A CP) said it caused “incalculable
harm,” and it was “propaganda of the worst
and most insidious sort.” (2)

The Klan also was instrumental, either
through political pressure or legislators mem-
bership, in getting the Indiana legislature to
pass laws which the Klan strongly supported.

In 1907 the Indiana legislature tried to
“shape human behavior” by passing “the
world’s first eugenic sterilization law, target-
ing ‘idiots, imbeciles, and confirmed crimi-
nals.””

“The preamble to the legislation read:
“Whereas heredity plays a most important
part in the transmission of idiocy and imbecil-
ity.”” By the beginning of the 1920’s “about

2,500 people in the state had been sterilized
against their will.

In 1921 the law was struck down by the
state supreme court.

Egan states that the Klan continued to
push for “a more severe measure singling out
paupers, alcoholics, thieves, prostitutes, and
those with epilepsy to be sterilized against
their will.”

More than 30 states adopted similar legisla-
tion. “Ultimately, about 70,000 people across
the United States would be forcibly sterilized.
A

special category of ‘degenerates’ was add-
ed in many of these states in order to sterilize
homosexuals.” (2)

Unfortunately, by the end of the Second
World War, the world would learn that Nazi
Germany, under Adolph Hitler, had murdered
millions that he had labeled as “Lebensun-
wertes Leben,” which translates “life unwor-
thy of living.” (Google AI)

Congressional legislation had tragic conse-
quences when Congress passed The National
Origins Act of 1924 by an overwhelming
margin in both houses.

“The new law slashed new arrivals from
the eastern and southern Europe to a bare
trickle, shutting out Jews and olive-skinned
Catholics. The new law also made it impossi-
ble for someone from Japan to enter America
legally and tightened the already harsh ban on
Chinese and African immigration.”

The passage of such legislation prompted
the New York Times to publish a headline
which read: “America of the Melting Pot
Comes to an End.” (2)

This Congressional Act would tragically
“prevent millions of Jews from fleeing Eu-
rope that would soon to be tyrannized and
murdered during the Nazi Holocaust. This
included Anne Frank and her family who at-
tempted several times to flee Nazi occupied
Netherlands.

Of course racial prejudice of various types
existed in Indiana and other regions of the
United States well before the rise of the Klan.

In 1818 the Indiana legislators passed a
statute which made a marriage between Black
and white individuals illegal.

In 1840 the legislator approved a stricter
law making an interracial marriage a felony.
The statue was repealed in 1965, making in-
terracial marriages legal.

This was two years before the United States
Supreme Court legalized interracial marriage
in the Loving vs. Virginia decision.

Also present in the Hoosier State were so
called “sundown towns,” where only whites
could remain as the day came to an end. Ac-

cording to Egan’s research, “More than two
hundred towns in Indiana and dozens in Kan-
sas and Ohio, had sundown laws - named for
signs at the city limits which stated ‘Black
Men Don’t Let the Sun Go Down on You
Here.”” (2)

Egan’s and Madison’s documented facts
are difficult to fathom that there existed such
a time in American and Hoosier history
when Black Americans and others citizens,
deemed sub-human by the KKK and other
hate groups, did not share the same equal
rights as their white counterparts.

It is also logical ask the question, “How
did so many, including community religious
leaders, succumb to the ideology of such an
abhorrent hate group as the Ku Klux Klan?”

As a historian I strongly believe that if the
study of our nation’s history can teach us one
thing, it is that ignorance of the past can lead
to a repetition of past injustices and tragedies.

I further believe that it is the responsibility
of all citizens, but especially those who leg-
islate our laws and those who are mandated
to enforce them, must be fully aware of our
nation’s history.

Our country’s history, from its founding
to the present, clearly shows that the efforts
to bestow and preserve the basic God-given
rights for all, as stated in the opening words
of The Declaration of Independence: “We
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness” is a never-
ending struggle. Democracy should never be
taken for granted.

Tragically, many citizens of the United
States and the world fear that the elements of
mistrust, intolerance and hatred of the past,
are still present in the United States and the
world today.

In my next article I will focus upon two
events that stand out as shocking examples of
racial prejudice and hatred prior to the Civil
Rights Movement of the 1960’s.

I end with what I think are appropriate
quotations about hatred by two American
writers, whom I greatly admire.

John Steinbeck, the author of The Grapes
of Wrath and many other writings said, “Try
to understand men. If you understand each
other you will be kind to each other. Know-
ing a man well never leads to hate and almost
always leads to love.

Maya Angelou, African American poet and
author of I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.
wrote, “Hate, it caused a lot of problems in
the world, but has not solved one yet.”



